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8 CHESTER-LE-STREET. 

Spring on the east to Lanchester on the west, a district 
of seventy or eighty square miles. This was entirely 
served by the clergy mentioned above ; two vicars were 
appointed to the chapelries of Lamesley and Tanfield ; and 
the prebendaries carried on the services of the mother 
church and attended to the spiritual wants of the people. 
The dean provided sufficient ministers for the two 
chapelries, and possessed the altarage of the mother 
church and chapels, the fishery on the Wear, and other 
rents and services. The seven prebendaries of Lumley, 
Lamesley, Pelton, Chester, Tanfield, Birtley, and Urpeth 
received the tithes from their respective districts; and 
the tithes of Plawsworth and Waldridge, and of waste 
lands brought under cultivation, were directed to be 
divided amongst the prebendaries who should reside at 
least three months in each year within the precincts of 
the church. The three first prebendaries, supposed to be 
the richest, were bound to maintain three vicars in holy 
orders, the remaining four were to provide four vicar- 
deacons in due canonical habit; the service to be per- 
formed according to the ritual of York or Sarum. 

At the Eeformation under Henry VIII. a great change 
took place. A visitation of the college was made by order 
of the king, and this establishment, with those at Lan- 
chester, Bishop Auckland, Darlington, and other places, 
was dissolved, and the large revenues went to the Crown. 
The patronage of the benefice frequently changed hands, 
and the large parish was left to the care of one clergyman 
at Chester-le-Street and one at each of the districts of 
Lamesley and Tanfield. The value of the living was reduced 
to the sum of ;£'io a year without a house, the perpetual 
curate being compelled at one period to live in the anchor- 
age attached to the tower. This state of things continued 
until the Rev. Nicholas Cony ers, who held the living, married 
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Barbara, sister of John Hedworth, Esq., of the Deanery. As 
a dowry for his sister, and for the support of the incumbent 
of Chester-le- Street, Mr. Hedworth resigned a certain por- 
tion of the tithes which as impropriator he possessed, and 
from that day to the present the curacy, now rectory, of 
the parish is supported chiefly by the great and small 
tithes thus bequeathed by the liberality of the impro- 
priator. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HISTORICAL EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH BOOKS. 

In this chapter and that which follows it we propose to 
give extracts from the Parish Books. There are nine of 
these books, dating from the year 1605, and containing the 
churchwardens' yearly accounts submitted to the meetings 
of the Select Vestry, lists of those chosen out of the parish- 
ioners to form this body, accounts of parish charities, &c. 
From these different books extracts have been selected 
which bear upon points of interest connected with the 
church and parish. 

This chapter deals with those entries in the books which 
relate to the general history of the church. The following 
points demand special attention : — 

1. The relation of the Chapelries of Lamesley and Tan- 
field to the Mother Church. 

2. The treatment of Eoman Catholic Eecusants. 

3. The Anchorage. 

I. Relation of Lamesley and Tanfield to the Church of 
Chester 'le- Street, — These two Chapelries were originally 
attached to the Church of Chester-le-Street, and when 
Bishop Bek founded a college here in 1286, two of the 
prebendal stalls were attached to Laniesley and Tanfield. 
During many hundred years those connected with these 
outlying parts of the parish were at issue with the 
authorities at Chester-le-Street on the question of their 
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CHESTER-LE-STREET. ti 

contributing to the support of the fabric of the Mother 
Church. As far back as the year 13 12 I find mention of 
'* a citation to the inhabitants of Lamesley and Tanfield to 
appear before the Bishop to show cause why they should 
not contribute to Chester Church." What the result of 
this trial was I do not know, but the question was in- 
cessantly arising, and several entries in our Parish Books 
will be found in the following pages referring to it. In 
the year 1622, a conference was held between the knights 
and gentlemen of the 24 and representatives of the two 
chapelries, and it decided to refer the matter to the 
Bishop. The books do not state what the result of this 
appeal was, but six years after we find both chapelries 
contributing to the repair of the Mother Church, so we 
may presume the Bishop decided in favour of such con- 
tributions. This amicable arrangement was, however, soon 
overthrown, for in 1634 divers and sundry dififerences 
arose, and a sort of compromise seems to have been arrived 
at, whereby the inhabitants of the chapelries were to con- 
tribute only to the materials of a certain portion of the 
woTk. But even this compromise was doomed to fail, for 
in 1666 a suit seems to have been commenced against the 
chapelries who " denied to pay theire just proportions ac- 
cording to theire ancient rentall as formerly they have 
done and ought to doe." No fresh suits are recorded 
as having been brought against them, though it will be 
noticed that they are included in certain levies made for 
the church-rate to repair the old parish church. 

2. Proceedings agaiTist Becusants, — A few words of ex- 
planation are required in reference to the treatment of 
recusants, or those Roman Catholics who refused to con- 
form to the Established Church. Soon after the Reforma- 
tion, in the reign of Elizabeth, stringent measures were 
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adopted to suppress Eoman Catholicism. Heavy penalties 
were imposed upon them, which were made heavier by a 
statute passed in the year 1604, the first year of King 
James I. This Act required not only attendance on 
worship, but participation in the holy communion in 
the parish church, as a test of conformity, and gave an 
option to the king of taking a penalty of ;£'20 a month 
from recusants, or two-thirds of their lands. The king 
himself was to a certain extent opposed to these very 
severe measures, but the Parliament at this time was 
seized with a panic against Eome, and passed the Act 
referred to in our books. The first entry is in the year 
1607, stating that the ministers and churchwardens went 
about the parish to collect the moneys of recusants, by 
virtue of a warrant from the justices in charge. Many 
submitted to the fine sooner than change their religion, 
and take even the oath of allegiance to the king which 
renounced allegiance to the pope. One special instance 
of this is met with in our books in the year 1625. One of 
the provisions of the Act passed in the reign of Elizabeth 
was that Eoman Catholic recusants should be confined to 
the place where they dwelt, and not go more than five miles 
from it. In keeping with this, Sir John Claxton, living 
at Nettlesworth, signified and manifested to the then 
curate of the parish, Mr. Willis, and the churchwardens, 
that he would confine himself to remain and abide at his 
mansion at Nettlesworth and not go above five miles from 
thence without licence, according to the statute. The 
severity of these laws contrasts strangely with the liberty 
that at present exists on religious matters ; but the terror 
men felt in those days at an increase in the power of 
Eome in this kingdom led them to propose and carry out 
measures neither just nor politic. 
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3. The Anchorage, — This interesting relic of a by-gone 
age deserves special notice. It is rare to meet with an 
anchorage in so complete a state as that attached to this 
church. It may be necessary for some of our readers to 
state that an anchorage is the dwelling-place of an anchoret 
or hermit, who has received permission to lead a religious 
life within the precincts of a church. It is recorded that 
one John Blenkinsopp was permitted to become a hermit 
in Chester-le-Street in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century ; whether he was the original anchoret of this cell 
or not is not known, but considering that an anchoret's 
dwelling did exist before the Reformation, we may be 
allowed to suppose that at any rate he was one of the 
occupiers of the dwelling. We learn from Dr. Eock, a 
great Eoman Catholic authority on ancient and mediaeval 
churches, that an anchoret generally was under a life- vow 
never to go beyond the precincts of the church to which 
he was attached ; sometimes he was a priest, sometimes' 
only a monk. Food was supplied to him by the faithful, 
who either came to his window to confess, if he was a 
priest, or to consult him as a reputed holy man on any 
difficulties that might arise. The Anchorage in our 
church agrees with this idea : it consists of four rooms, 
built against the north wall of the tower, two on the 
ground floor, and two above; one of these upper-rooms 
has been at some later period dispensed with, the floor 
being removed to give greater light to the room below ; 
two windows, which may be identified as low side- windows, 
remain, and a very small opening into the church, which 
formerly was closed by a little shutter, is pierced close 
adjoining one of these windows ; this was either for the 
reception of food or other offerings for the anchoret, or 
else for the purpose of passing through the keys of the 
-church-treasury to the clergy or others concerned, if, as is 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 CHESTER-LE^STREET. 

very likely, the anchoret retained them in his safe keep- 
ing. A curious "squint" has been reopened lately in 
the wall of the upper room of the Anchorage, which per- 
mitted the inmate to see the altar at the end of the south 
aisle through an opening not more than one inch wide at 
the opening in the church. There are few if any instances 
in England of such an anchorage and " squint " to be found 
at the west end of the church, and in the position this one 
is found in. 

At the Eeformation the Anchorage changed hands. It 
seems to have been employed for the reception of certain 
poor people, chiefly widows. This appears from certain 
entries in the Parish Books, which inform us that these 
poor people paid rent varying from three shillings to eight 
shillings a-year. In 1619 these receipts for rent cease, 
and the select vestry agree that Mr* Roger Willis, the 
curate or incumbent of the parish, shall have the Anchor- 
age house to dwell in until such time as he shall make 
the Lord Bishop of Durham acquainted with his want. 
This entry is crossed out with the pen ; but it seems to 
be the basis of Mr. Willis's subsequent action. For a 
few years he was deprived of his house, and the widows 
appear to have been reinstated, but in 1630 he seems to 
have taken forcible possession of it, turning out the widows 
who had previously occupied it. Severe measures were 
taken on both sides, and unseemly disturbances must have 
taken place within the church enclosure. At this dis- 
tance of time it is impossible, on the very slight evidence 
before us, to determine with certainty the rights of the 
case. But as the rooms were originally for the use 
of a " religious " person or clerical officer of the church, 
and as Mr. Willis appears to have obtained a warrant for 
punishing the widows if they still determined to retain 
the use of the rooms, and as the select vestry gave him 
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permission to dwell in them, we may presume that right 
of possession was on his side. Notwithstanding the 
warrant, the last entry in the Parish Books concerning 
the matter leaves the widows in possession, with three 
men to protect them, and with a " barr to the iner doore." 
Whether Mr. Willis voluntarily after this renounced his 
claims or not we are not told, but the vestry the year 
before seem to have paid all his house rent, which 
amounted to ;^i a year, and continued it afterwards. 
Much as we deplore the shameful treatment of the poor 
women, it must be remembered that Mr. Willis himself 
only received a salary of ;£'io a year from the churcl), 
so entirely had the Crown, in the reign of Henry VIII., 
shorn the church of its possessions. 

EXTEACTS. 

"Januarie the 2 days A, dom. 1606. — A true note of 
all the church wall belonging to all the parishioners and 
inhabitants of Chester and Chester parish, as to them and 
each of them belongeth, and is to be repayred and for 
ever hereafter to be holden and kept up as followetli. 
First, Great Lumley, Little Lumley alias Lumleye castle 
and Wodston house, beginning at the Deanrye garding 
wall, to make from the sayd Deanrye wall to the house 
of Eobert Smyth. 

"Plawsworth, Sunnyside, Holmsydes, Morley head, 
Nettlesworth, Walridge, Edmondsley, Wheetley Grange, 
Wodside alias Fairside, Whit hall, Brymmes Wholme, 
Tryblee, — ^All these are to make the wall from Widowe 
Maddesons house newke to the church gaite. 

"Chester and Whittell are to make from the church 
gaites to the Crosse or long ston standinge in the church- 
wall. 
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" Pelton, Newfield, Twisleey Hagg, and West Houses are 
to make from the said Cross or standing stone ten yeards 
forward. 

" Urpeth and Pocarley are to make from the said ten 
yearde aforesaid thee ten yeards forward, being the second 
ten yeardes. 

" Ouston and Birtley are to make other tenne yeardes 
forward, from the saide second ten, being the third tennes. 

" Peloo, Picktree, Kirkleden, Harraton and Lambton are 
to make from the third ten yeardes, forward ten yearde, 
being the fourth and latst ten yeardes, ending at the house 
of Eobert Sadley." 

" December lith, 1617.— It is ordered and sette downe the 
day and yeare abovesaid by the gentlemen, and 24 here 
assembled, that for the payment of the money due as 
aforesaid, for the payment of certain carriages to his 
Majesties use,* and for other necessaries for the use 
and good of the church, that there shalbe a sesse of ten 
pence the pound levied by the churchwardens for the 
church use and other necessaries aforesaid* And it is 
further sette downe by a mutuall consent that whosoever 
is negligent or refuseth to pay there sess"* as aforesaid, 
that for every month they shall so deteine the same they 
shall f orfeite the some of six pence to the use of the poore 
to be levied by the overseers to the purpose appointed." 

" The loth day of March Ano. Dni. 16 19. — It is ordered 
and sett downe the day and yere abovesaid by Sir John 
Hedworth, Sir John Claxton, and Sir William Lambton, 
knights, with the rest of the gentlemen and 24 here 
assembled that when there is sess*^* to be laide on for use 
of the church or other business for the necessarie occa- 
* When James I. passed through the town. 
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sion of the parish, whereupon the gentlemen and 24 are to 
be called together, that the seggerstone shall goe thorowe- 
out the parish to give warneinge thereof. And that what 
meetings shall be otherwise had without the notice and 
warninge aforesaid, what sesse shalbe then laide on, shalbe 
void and of none effect. 

" And also it is further agreid upon and sett downe by a 
mutuall consent the day and year aforesaid that Mr. Willis, 
curate, shall have the Anchorage house to dwell in till 
such tyme as he shall make the Lord Bishop of Durham 
acquainted with his want, and that by his directions he 
may be better provided of another, whereupon he is to 
enter at St. Helenmas next And to have it gratis during 
the tyme of his abode therein." * 

" The 2$th day of Aprill Ano. Dom, 16 19. — It is sett 
downe and agreid upon by a mutuall consent the day and 
yere abovesaid by Sir John Claxton, Sir William Lambton, 
knights, and the rest of the gentlemen 24 and church- 
wardens here assembled, that there shall be no ringinge for 
any corps, but thre peales at the most, upon the payne 
of I OS. for every default to be levied upon the parish 
clarke, and to be distributed to the use of the poor. And 
that upon the payne aforesaid there shalbe no supstitious 
ringinge at any twelve moneth day for any corps whatso- 
ever. 

" As also it is further agreid upon and sett downe the day 
and yere aforesaid. That to the gd. the pounde formlie 
sett downe for provision of arms within the parish, there 
sholde be levied thereunto 3d. the pounde, which makes 
upp 1 2d. the pounde for provision of comon arms and 
furniture wherewith the parish is charged. And Harraton, 
Rickleden, Picktree, and Peala is to be charged with the 

* This last entry is erased in ink. 

B 
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provision of a musket amongst them. And to be freid of 
this sesse"^ of I2d. the pounde aforesaid. And they to free 
the parish of the same muskett as aforesaid or any other 
charges belonginge the same." 

" The i2ih day of Januarie Ano, Dom. 1622. — It is sett 
downe concluded and agreid upon by a mutuall and 
generall consent of Sir John Hedworth and Sir John 
Claxton, knights, Eobt. Mylott, Esq" and other gentle- 
men 24 and churchwardens here assembled, that Thomas 
Wilson is admitted organist within the parish church of 
Chester, and that Eoger Simpson, clarke of the said parish, 
shall pay unto the said Thomas Wilson yerelie the some 
of fortie shillings out of his dark's wages, as the said 
Koger shall receive the same at the tymes usuall. And 
Sir John Hedworth out of his voluntarie and free will 
shall yerelie pay unto the said Thomas Wilson the some 
of thirtie shillings, and that out of the rest of the parish 
the said Thomas shall yearlie have paid him the some of 
three pounds to be levied of the better sort of parishioners, 
viz., of knights twelve pence, of gentlemen sixe pence, of 
yoemen ffower pence, and of tradesmen two pence, and 
the same to be collected and paid at Easter and Christmas 
yerelie by equall portions. 

Jo. Claxton. Charles Robson his + mark. 

Ro. Mylott. John Harrison his + mark. 

John Hedworth. John Watson. 

William Lambton. Ralphe Marley his -f mark. 

John Hallyman. Robert Marley. 

Tho. Hall. Edward Gibson his -f mark. 

Robert Marley his + mark. Robt Catcheside his + mark." 

Charles Porter. 

" The 2i8t Day of Janiiarie Ano. Do. 1622. — Whereas 
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there is some question and controversie dependinge for 
matters concerninge the priviledges betwene the mother 
church of Chester and the chappleries of Lamesley and 
Tanfield fifor appeaseing and decideing whereof the knights 
and gentlemen of Chester parish and bothe the said 
chappleries did appoint to meete at the parish church 
the day and yeare above written ; where did appeare, ffor 
the parish of Chester Sir John Hedworth and Sir John 
Claxton, knights, Eobert Milott and Eichard Hedworth, 
Esq'®" William Lambton and Ealph Lambton, gen"* and 
others of the 24 and churchwardens of the said. parish, 
and for Tanfield chapplerie, Sir William Wrey, knight, 
and for Lamesley, Thomas Liddell, Esq. Where by a 
generall consent of all the parties abovenamed, it is sett 
downe, ordered, and agreed that all matters in question 
whatsoever betwene the said mother church and the said 
chappleries shall be referred to the finall order, endinge, 
and determination of the Eight HonaV* and Eight Eev- 
erend Father in God, the Lord Bishop of this diocese of 
Durham, at his next returne into this countie. 

Jo. Claxton. Charles Porter. 

William Wraye. John Hedworth. 

Tho. Lychlett. Ka. Mylott 

John Watson. Kic. Hedworth. 

Robert Marley. William Lambton. 

Robert Snaith. George Hall his + mark. 

John Dychant. Richard Maddeson his -f mark. " 

" The Eight Day of December Ani Dmi. 1622. — It is 
sett downe and agreid by a mutuall consent of Sir John 
Hedworth and Sir John Claxton, knights, Eicharde Hed- 
worth, Esq, and others the 24 and churchwardens here 
assembled, that two pence of the pounde shal be levied 
thprroweout the wliole parishe accordinge to the^anncient 
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rentall of the said parish for the maintenance of the 
suite against Lamesley and Tanfield chappelleries for their 
contributeringe to the reediefienge of the orgaines and 
other necessaries belonging to there mother church of 
Chester. 

Jo. Claxton. Robert Marley his + mark. 

John Hedworth. John Dyehant. 

Ric. Hedworth. Robert Snayth. 

Charles Porter. Richard Maddeson his + mark.'* 

" These are to signify unto you Mr. Willis, the curate of 
Chester, and the churchwardens and constables therin, 
that whereas I, Sir John Claxton of Nettlesworth, in th^ 
countye of Durihme, knight, a recusant convert, did in the 
fourth yeare of our late sovereigne King James confine 
myself unto the West Hall within the parish of Lanchester, 
according to the statute in that behalf made, which con^- 
fihement cannot now be found recorded in the register 
book of the said church of Lanchester, these sundrye 
witnesses will depose they have heretofore sene the certi- 
ficate of the sayd confinement. These are therefore to 
signifie and manifest unto you aforesayd, that for my reall 
obedience to His Maiestyes late proclamation for confining 
of recusants lately made, that I the sayd Sir John 
Claxton do hereby confine myselfe according to the 
statute in that behalfe provided to remaine and abide at 
ray manshon of Nettlesworth aforesayd, where I doe now 
inhabit and dwell, and not to goe above five myles from 
thence without licence, according to the statute. In witness 
whereof I, the sayd Sir John Claxton, have hereunto sub^- 
scribed my name the I2th day of March in the first yeare 
of our sovereigne Lord Charles, by the will of God king 
of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of thQ 
Faith, A.D. 1625. And we the curate, churchwardens, and 
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constables of the sayd parish of Chester have also in 
witness whereof sett to our hands. 

Kg. Willis, curate. Ralphs Hashwell. 

Lancelot + Joplin. Henrye + Watson. 

Mannaduke + Fletcher. Martin + Reichelson." 

" The 23rd ofAprill 1626. — It is also sett downe by a 
generall consent of the knights, gentlemen, 24 and church- 
wardens here assembled that Mr. Roger Willis, curate, 
shall have yearlie paid him the some of six shillings eight 
pence at the feast of St. Martin the Bishopp in wynter 
and henthe rest by even and equall portions. In lieu that 
formerlie he solie have had the Anchorage, which is im- 
ployed to support the poor, and that this noble shalbe 
paid unto him towards his house rent during the parishes 
pleasure." 

"March 16th, 1627. — Whereas by a former order made 
by consent generall of knights, gentlemen, and 24 and 
churchwardens of Chester parish, it was ordered and 
sett downe that Thomas Wilson, organist, shall have 
fortie shillings yearlie forth of the wages of Roger Simp- 
son, clarke of the said parish. And for that complaint is 
made by the said Roger that Thomas Wilson hath made 
some neglect this yeare for the attendance evrie Sabboth 
Day of the said Orgaines which hath appeared accord- 
inglie. And that the said Roger getteth his wages in the 
parish unthankfullie paid him. Therefore, in considera- 
tion thereof by the consent of Sir William Lambton, 
knight, with gentlemen, 24, churchwardens and parish- 
oners, here assembled, that Roger Simpson shall onelie 
pay for this yere to the said Thomas Wilson the some 
of twentie shillings, and Roger shall keepe the other 
twentie shillings to himself for this yeare till further order 
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be made by generall consent of the parish for the ordering* 
and usage of the orgaines." 

" The eight day of Jvly Anno. Bom, 1628. — It is con- 
cluded and agreed by a generall consent of Sir John Hed- 
worth and Sir John Claxton, knights, Thomas Liddell and 
Eichard HedWorth of Chester deanarie, and of Eichard 
Hedworth of Pockerly, and Michell Porter, gent, the 
four-and-twenty, and churchwardens of Chester parish, 
and the churchwardens of Lamesley and other parish- 
oners here assembled : That forasmuch as there is a 
certificate of great ruine and decay of the mother church 
of Chester in the streete both in the belfray and church 
leeds and church walls, and necessaryes and appur- 
tenances thereunto belonging, which sayd decay must 
of necessity presently be repaired and amended; and 
therefore for the present repaire thereof by the consent 
aforesayd : It is ordered and set down that an assesse of 
twelve pence the pounde shall be laide on throughoute 
the whole deanarie of Chester, both in the parish of Chester 
end chappelleyes of Lamesley and Tanfield according to 
the ancient rentall of all the sayd severall partes of the 
sayd deanarye, to be collected by the churchwardens of the 
sayd parish and seuerall- chappellryes within fourteen days 
next ensuing the date hereof, and by them to be imme- 
diately delivered to foure sufecient honest men, two to be 
nominated for the parish of Chester, one for Lamesly, and 
one for Tanfield ; and for Chester parish there is now ap- 
pointed Charles Porter and John Watson of Chester, Mr* 
Michaell Porter for Lamesly and for Tanfield, and that 
these foure do provide workemen and necessaryes, and see 
the work duly executed till it be finished, and that then 
they shall make a due accompte of the disperseinge of 
moneys collected upon the severall assesses aforesayde. 
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John Hedworth. Thos. Hall. 

Tho. Liddell. Charles Kobinson. 

Eich. Hedworth. Martin Nicholson. 

Charles Porter. Leonard Sumerseid. 

John Watson. Thomas Smythe. 

Kobt. Catcheside. Eobt. Clark. 

Jo. Claxton. Peter Maddison. 

Eichard Hall. Ealph Marley, 

Eichard Hedworth. Win. Marley of Holey Hall.'' 

Michaell Porter. 

" The eight day of November Ana. Dm. 1629. — Whereas 
this parish of Chester have bene at great charge with the 
buyeinge of a pair of orgaines and keepinge them in repairs 
with one to play on them in tyme of divine service and 
other necessaries thereunto belonginge, yet by neglect of 
those who formerlie have had them in government, they 
are fallen into great ruin and decay, so that the service 
and use for which they were gotten hath longe bene dis- 
continued: Therefore, for the preventinge of the like 
inconveniences hereafter, it is thought fitt by the mutuall 
and generall consent of Sir John Claxton and Sir William 
Lambton, knights, with the gentlemen, 24, churchwardens, 
and bodie of the parish, that the said orgaines shal be 
forthwith putt into good and sufficient repaire, and that 
an honest and sufficient man shal be provided for the 
playeing on them, keeping them in repaire and leaving 
them in good and sufficient tune and order, fitt for the use 
of the church in tyme of divine service. And to that ende 
Mr. Eobert Clarckson of Swallwell, within the countie of 
Durham, hath presented himself to the said parish, and 
with the consent aforesaid hath undertaken the execution 
and performance thereof, and so for the avoiding of all 
questions which may hereafter ensue upon the like occasion. 
And that the said orgains may be used for the decensie and 
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celebration of God's service in the church for which they 
were ordained, it is covenanted, conditioned, and agreed 
upon, with the privitie, approbation, and consent of the 
knights, gentlemen, 24, and bodie of the parish, between 
Charles Fletcher, John Eobinson, Ealph Cook, and John 
Mowburne, churchwardens of the said parish for the tyme 
being, in behalf of the said parish on their parts, and the 
said Robert Clarckson for himself on the other part in 
maner following, viz.. First, that the said Eobert presentlie 
without delaye shall putt the said orgaines into good and 
sufficient repaire, fitt for the service and use of the church 
in tyme of divine service. And that he shall from tyme 
to tyme keepe and continue the said orgaines in good and 
sufficient order, tune, and repaire. And thereby himself, 
or some other able and sufficient man, for that purpose 
play on them in tyme of divine service, Fridie, Sonday, 
festivall day, and holieday, and at other tymes appointed 
for God's service, for one whole yeare, comenceing next 
after the Feast of St. Martin the 28th in wynter next 
ensewing after the date hereof. And at the end thereof 
shall leave the said orgaines in such good tune, maner, and 
repaire as is meete for the celebration of the service of 
God in the church in tyme of divine service. In con- 
sideration whereof the said churchwardens and parish- 
ioners assembled, also condition and promise to pay or 
cause to be paid unto the said Eobert Clarckson, the some 
of sixe pounds, thirtene shillings, fewer pence, to be 
levied by way of a sesse'"' by the poole, by the church- 
wardens for the tyme beinge, with assistance of some of 
the 24, in evrie towne and hamlett of the said parish. 
And to be paid unto him quarterly after the feast of St. 
Martin, if the said orgaines be putt into repaire and ine 
the church before Christmas next, and if not, then no 
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quarterly pay"' to be made but from the time they shall be 
fitt for service as aforesaid 

" In witness whereof the said churchwardens and Robert 
Clarckson have hereunto sett there hands t^e day and 
yeare first above written. 

Robert Clarckson. John Robinson, his + mark. 

Charles Fletcher, his + mark. Joseph Cook." 

" The first day of May A,D, 1632. — It is concluded and 
agreed by a generall consent of Sir William Lambton, 
knight, and other gentlemen, 24, and churchwardens here 
assembled, that an assess of eightpence y* pound shall 
be laide on throughout the whole parish according to the 
ancient rentall both for coppieholds and freeholds, for the 
payment of the moneys due for the jaole and house of 
correction, and organist's wages, and other occasions con- 
cerning the church. 

William Lambton. Nycholas Watson, his -|- marke. 

Ric Hedworth. Robt Darlings, his + marke. 

Kirltey Langley. Ralphe Marley, his + marke. 

Guy Brainbriggs, William Marlye. 

Charles Pearson, his + mark. Robert Sanders. 

Charles Robson, his + mark. Robert Snayth." 
Charles Fletcher, his + marke. 

"June the i$th, 1634. — Whereas we have received an 
admonition from the R**- Hon"®- M'- Archdeacon of Dur- 
ham, for the present repayre of the church and belfrie, 
&c., and have divers times given notice thereof to the 
churchwardens and other inhabitantes within the chap- 
pellries of Tanfield and Lamesley, that they might have 
informed themselves of the said decaye now to be re- 
payred, yet they have not come at any appoynted time 
to agree upon any assess""* for the same, we therefore, 
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"whose names are hereunder written, doe this day order 
that an assess of I2d. y® pound be forthwith levied and 
gathered through the whole parish of Chester and the said 
chappellries of Lamesley and Tanfield according to thee 
ancient rents and as they pay to their owne chappells, for 
the present repayre of the said mother church and belfrie, 
as is required by the sedd admonition. 

Ro. Hunt Ra. Hedworth. 

Robt. + Darling. Raph Maddison. 

Chas. + Porter. Geo. Clark. 

Jno. + Watson. William + Pearson. 

Rich. Fletcher. William Marley. 

John Watson. Chas. + Fletcher. 

Tho. + LyaU. Ra. + Marley. 

William Lambton. Willm. Cook." 
Ric. Hedworth. 

*' Whereas ther have beeue divers and sundrie differences 
betwixt the parishoners of Chester, in the county of Dur- 
ham, and the inhabitantes within the chappellries of 
Lamesley and Tanfield, chappells depending upon the 
mother church of Chester aforesaid touching the said 
chappelleries, ther contribution to assessment for the 
repayer and maintenance of the said mother church: 
for the deciding and determining of all which said differ- 
ences it is this day ordered and agreed upon iDy the joynt 
and mutuall consent of us whose names are hereunder 
written, that the inhabitants within the said chappellries 
shall according to ther pportion of ancient rent as they 
pay in ther owne chappellries contribute onely to the 
charge of materialls and workmanshippe hereafter men- 
tioned, viz., of all such woode, stone, lyme, leade, iron, and 
bells which ther apportion as shal be requsite for the 
repayer and maintaining of the f abricke of the said church 
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and belfrie from time to time hereafter. And that a 
particular account be hereafter made yearley by thife 
churchwardens of Chester of what moneys they have 
received and disbursed aboute the said particulars and 
upon demande thereof be delivered and given unto the 
churchwardens of the said chappellries, and further the 
churchwardens of Chester shall from time to time here- 
after give notice to the churchwardens of the said chap- 
pellries of all such occasions as shal be requsite touching 
any of the said parish sesses three days before any assess 
be agreed upon. Witness our hands this 5 th of May 
1634. 

William Brexton. Ric. Hed worth. 

Wm. Lyall. Geo. Clark." 

William Lambton. 

" Januarie 24, 1635. — It is ordered the day and year 
afore- written that all persons within the parish which now 
are or hereafter shall inhabit in the said parish, being of 
ability to contribute towards the said Mr. Hunt's * better 
maintenance, being not poor taxed, being unwilling of 
himself to contribute, shall be assessed to pay such sums 
as the most part of the 24 shall think fitting. And it is 
further concluded that at any time hereafter there shall 
happen any difference between the said Mr. Hunt and 
any of the inhabitants of the said parish, the cause shall 
be ordered by the most part of the said 24 upon complaint 
made by the persons grieved, and before any suite be 
begun or any complaint any further made, and the said 
Mr. Hunt and parishoners to stand to the order which 
shall be made by the most part of the said 24. 

" The names of the 24 consenting to the aforesaid orders 
be these.'* 

• The Curate or Incumbent of the Parish. 
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'^EicL Hedworth, Esq., and Mr. Langley for themselves and 
8 in Lambton. 

Raph Hed worth. Jo. Watson. 

Phillip HalL Ro. Summerside. 

Geo. Clark. Baph Marley. 

Wm. Pearson. Rob. Snaith. 

Wm. Marley. Robi Robson. 

Raph Maddeson. Charles Porter.'' 
Charles Fletcher. 

" May the yd, 1636. — It is this day ordered that there be 
forthwith an assess of 6d y® pound through the parish and 
chappelries for the repayre of the church and bells, and 
6d y* pound be levied through the parish for other uses 
which the chappelries doe not contribute unto. 

" It is further ordered that the churchwardens shall from 
henceforth duly collect and pay the contribution to Mr. 
Hunt agreed upon Jan. 24th 1635 yearly and every year 
according to the said order. 

Ric. Hedworth. Ralph Maddeson. 

Kirtley Langley. Philip HaU." 

*' AprUl nth, 1637, — Whereas it was ordered Jan. 24 
1 63 s, that there should be a certain contribution given to 
Mr. Hunt for his payns in preaching, as also upon some 
other conditions, divers whereof have denied the payment 
thereof acording to their pportions as they are sett downe, 
a scedule whereof is this day showne unto us, subscribed 
by some of the 24, we therefore doe this present day order 
that the churchwardens shall present these parties to be 
proceeded against ex officio, by which order it was intended 
and now is ordered againe, the said order to continue noe 
longer than the most part of the 24 shall consent unto 
provided. 
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" I, Eo. Hunt) am pleased with this order. 

William Lambton. Philip Hall. 

Ric. Hedworth. Ralph -f Marley. 

Kirtley Langley. Robt. + Robson. 

Ra. Hedworth. John + Watsoji.** 
Geo. Clark. 

''June 1 1, 1637. — Whereas there was an order made the 
24th of January 1635 for the raysing of a pension to Mr 
Hunt for his paynes in preaching and for other causes — 
the said order mentioned, it is this day ordered that the 
churchwardens shall collect and gather the said somes of 
money of the parties then assessed, and present the names 
of all such as refuse to pay the said somes or any part 
thereof for this present yeare, to be proceeded against as 
the court shall think fitting ; and the churchwardens for 
the last yeare to collect the arrears in their same yeare 
and for yearley and every yeare. 

William Lambton. John Watson. 

Kirtley Langley. Wm. -f Pereson. 

Ra. Hedworth. Hen. -f Mason. 

Geo. Clark. Ch. + Fletcher. 

William Lumley. Leo Darling." 

" March the 27th, 1638. — It is this day ordered that there 
be an assess of I2d y* pound collected and gathered through- 
out the parish of Chester for the use of the church, and 
that the churchwardens for the time beinge shall at the 
charge of the parish henceforth sue certon for the arrears 
which shall be due to Mr. Hunt. 

William Lambton. Willm. + Pereson. 

Kirkley Langley. Robt. -f Catcheside. 

Ralph Maddison. Charles Fletcher. 

Robert Clark. John Watson." 
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William Lumley. Tho. Sumerside. 

John Watson. Tho. Hall." 

" That upon the 13th of October 1638 there was libertie 
given to Mr. Michael Hall, Eobert Snaith, and Eaph 
Haswell, to erect the two hindmost seates on the north 
side of the church, to have and to hold the said two stalls 
to the use of them and ther wives and successors, being 
the seates from the great marble monument. 

Eg. Hunt, minister." 

" March the first, 1639. — I^ ^s this day ordered that there 
be an assessment of 6d y® £ levied forthwith for the 
present repayr of the church and vestry, glass windows 
and the cover for the font and other things, which we are 
cDJoyned to doe by a monition from Mr. Archdeacon. 

Eic. Hedworth. John Watson. 

Hen. Lambton. Ealph Marley. 

Ea. Haworth. Ealf Haswell. 

Eo. Eobson. Phillip Hall." 
Eobt. Smyth. 

" Know all men by these p-sents that I, Eaph Lumsdale 
of Newcastle, master and marriner, doe binde myselfe unto 
John Watson of Walrige and Eichard Fletcher of Chester 
in the some of tenn pounds lawfuU English money, to 
maintaine and keepe John Maland, son of John Maland of 
Chester, with sufficient meate, drinke, and apparell, that he 
shall be noe ways chargeable to the parish of Chester 
these seven yeares next coming. Witness my hand and 
seale the 25 of July 1647. 

Eaph Lumsdale. 

Witnesses with others — 
Eoger Simpson. John Watson. Eo. Hunt." 
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" 1653. — Ordered that every parishoner shall diligently 
and sufficiently repaire there seate in the church hefore 
midsumer next, upon paine that every one faileing therein 
shall forfeit and pay to the churchwardens towards the 
repaire los., and that every parishoner shall repaire there 
parts of the churchyard wall before the tyme aforesaid 
upon the like paine of los." 

''Aprill 8. A, dm. 1656. — It is ordered the day and yeare 
abovesaid by the gentlemen of the four-and-twenty and 
churchwardens of Chester, that a cesse of 1 3s. 4d. y® pound 
bee forthwith collected through the p-ish of Chester for 
and towarde the necessary repaire of the church and bells, 
and that the severall churchwardens and constables within 
the said p-rish shall collect the same, and that the church- 
wardens for the yeare bypast .shall not be discharged of 
their office untiU they have helped to collect and dis- 
charged the said assessmentt." 

"«7an. lothf 1654. — Agi'eed this day with Basil Tyler for 
the castinge of the greate bell, and for his paynes we are 
to give him i£ and to find him the above named materialls 
for his worke, and the said Tyler and Matthew Corner are 
to give sufficient securitie for the performance of the worke 
to make the bell sound and tuneable to the other two, and 
the churchwardens to give them the like bond for their 
paymente accorden to this agreement, and hereto we set 
our hands. 

Ea. Hedworth. Basil Tyler. 

Robert Clarke. Mathew Corner/' 
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Charges for the Work, 

£ s. d. 
Earles for the bell foundry . . . 050 

Charges in ale for the founder and church- 
wardens . . . . . . 020 

For drinck at the takeing downe of the great 

bell 600 

" Co. Durham. — Forasmuch as the persons in a schedule 
hereunto annexed, inhabitants within y* parish of Chester, 
in this county, doth refuse to contribute and pay the 
generall sume of money, as at their names in the sayd 
schedule appeareth, assessed and rated upon them as the 
ordinances of Parliament in that behalfe appointeth for 
and towards y* repaire of y* sayd parish church, church- 
wardens, gentlemen, are therefore in the name of his 
Highness the Lord Protector, to authorize and comand 
you, and every of you, forthwith to levy of all and every 
the sayd persons, all and every the sayd sumes of money 
and all arrears thereof, by distress and sale of the offenders' 
goods, rendering each person the surplus remaining upon 
the sale of the person's goods. F«ule hereof at your peril. 
Given at Plausworth under our hands and seals the 
eleventh day of March 1658. 

Geo. Lilbume. 
Rich. Rowe. 

" To the churchwardens, constables, and overseers of the poor 
in the parish of Chester aforesayd, jointly and generally." 

" Whereas the last yeare there was a cesse of a noble y* 
pound laid upon y* whole parish of Chester, for y* neces- 
sary repaires of the church, and the church being farther 
out of repaire then it was at the lainge on of the said cesse. 
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it is this day agreed at a full meeting of the gentlemen 
and fower-and-twenty of the said parish, that those that 
have not paid the late cesse of a noble y* pound, shall 
forthwith pay it, and that another cesse of a noble y® 
pound be collected through the whole parish, which doth 
in all make up a cesse of a noble a pound forthwith be 
collected. Witness our hands the first day of May, 1661. 

" And also, there is a cesse of a noble y* pound laid on 
by the said gentlemen and fower-and-twenty, upon the 
two chappelles, Lamesly and Tanfield, beinge chappelles 
dependant to the said church for the necessary repairs of 
the church of Chester. 

"Agreed with Xtoph' Crawforth the seventh day of 
May 1 66 1, that he should cast and lay as much of the 
church as is needfuU to the judg* of the churchwardens, 
and to have £1, 19s. per tun for his paines to use the 
ould lead at 14 pound p. stone, and to use the new 
at 12. 

The weight of lead taken of the church. May 14, was two 
tun. 

Lead weighed of the church, May the 17, was one tun 300 
weight and five stone. 

Lead taken of the vestry, May the 20, was one tun and 3 
stones. 

More ould lead weighed of the church, May y® 29, one tun. 

Lead weighed of the church, June y® 10, 9 hundred weight. 

For that the ould lead taken of the church to cast is in all 
five tun, 15 hundredweight, and five stones. 

Sheet lead weighed from the plomer : the first 14 sheets 
came to a tun and a halfe, 3 hundred, 4 stone, 8 pound. 

The next 1 7 sheets came to two tun, two hund., 4 stone, 1 2 
pound. 

The last 3 came to 7 hundred and 5 stone. 

For the new sheete lead comes to 5 tun, i hund. -weight, and 
3 stone. 

REPAIRB OF THE OULD LEADS. £ S, d. 

40 pounds of soulder at isL per pound . . . 2 o p 

C 
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For my owne wages for 7 days at 3 shillings a day .110 
For 1 2 dayes worke and half for Tho. Hild at 2 sh. 

a day 150 

For my son, 1 1 days at 2 sh. od 120 

''May y* 24, 1660. — We whose names are here under- 
written, being churchwardens and overseers for y* parish of 
Chester for this year, have ordered and consented to lay- 
on and levie a cesse of six shillings, eight pence y* pound 
after the new books of rates to be forthwith collected for the 
repayer of the church of Chester, and that the cesse be 
collected through the whole parish of Chester and chapell- 
ries thereunto belonging. 

Wm. Clarke, ^ 

John + Watson, t Churchwardens. 

John Clark, ( 

Ralph Maddason, ) 

Wm. Clarke. 

Wm. + Wilkinson." 

'* Noveher y* 19, 1661. — ^Whereas there are many of the 
parish of Chester that are fallen into poverty sinne 
Easter last, and divers by the order of the justices of the 
peace for this county are ordered to have a monthly pay 
out of the said parish, which cannot be done without a 
greater cesse, we therefore, the churchwardens and over- 
seers for the poor of the said parish, doe order that for 
this last half yeare every inhabitante of the said parish 
shall pay doble the cesse they payd the last half yeare. 
Witness our hands, the day and year above written. 

Go. his + mark Watson. Eobert Punshon. 

John Clarke. Wia Stewart. 

Ralph Maddeson. William Allenson." 
Thomas MarUey. 

"Wm. Wales took Elizabeth, the daughter of John 
Wales, into his tuition, and had with her one fother of 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHESTER'LE-STREET. 35 

hay, a cupboard, an a carte, and iron pot, a bushel of 
oats." 

" 8th day of June, 1663. — It is this day ordered and 
agreed upon, that an assesm* of six shillings and eight 
pence shall be forthwith collected and levied for the dis- 
charge and payment of generall necessaries belonging to 
the church, viz., the sitplethe and comon praier booke,* 
through the whole parish of Chester. 

John Conyers. John his + mark Watson. 

Hen. Lambtott. Christopher his + mark 

Ka. Hedworth. WardelL 

William Lumley. Will Tewart. 

Robert Clarke. Geo. Haswell. 

^Robert Catcheside. Robert his + mark Darling." 

"March the 2Sth, 1665. — Wee whose names are under- 
writen doe binde our selves in the sum of ten pounds 
for to mend and uphold the clock in all things for the 
space of seaven years, receiving yearly at Eastet for our 
paines the sume of ten shillings. 

"Witness our hands and seals. 

Hen. Lambton. Ch. Bradley. 

Ralph Mylott. Will Loftus." 

Ra. Hedworth. 

"April the ^ day, 1666. — It is ordered the day and 
yeare above writen by the witness and joynt consents of 
the gentlemen and f oUr-and-twenty of the parish of Chester, 
that an assessment of five shillings and 8d. be forthwith 
collected and levied by the churchwardekis aforesaid for 
the full discharge of casting the great bell, and other 
charges in and about the church, as also for maintaining 
suite with the cappelleyes of Lamesly and Tanfield, who 

* The new editidn of the Book of Common Prayer, adopted at the close 
of the Savoy Conference, and confirmed nnder the Great Seal 1662, is, 
With very slight alteratitms, the same Prayer Book as at present in use. 
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have denied to pay theire just proportions according to 
theire ancient rentall, as formerly they have done and 
ought to doe. 

Hen. lAmbton. Eobert Catcheside. 

Ralph Mylott. Geo. Haswell. 

Ra. Hedworth. Robert Marley. 

William Lumley. William Gierke. 

Robert Gierke. John + Mowberry. 

Ghristopher + WardelL Will Tewart" 
John + Watson. 

''Nov. 6th, 1669. — John Dodgson, for good considera- 
tion, hath sold and quite disclaimed his seat, stall, or 
interest in the church to Anthony Sampson and his heirs 
or successors for being the tenth stall in the middle alley 
south.*' 

"November the 16 day, 1673. — I^ is this day ordered by 
the gentlemen and y* four-and-twenty, that whereas a 
cess of 5* y' pound was laid on and not collected; and 
whereas the church hath been robbed, the plate and other 
things thereunto belonging * being taken away : we do 
therefore agree to lay on 5* y* pound more, which to- 
gether is 10" y' pound, for the repareing of y* losse as 
did fall out, and to be forthwith collected. 

Hen. Lambton. Thomas Billington. 

Raiph Mylott. Rich. Fletcher. 

Ra. Hedworth. Raiph Marloy, of Yolton, 

Robert Gatchside. Robert Gatcheside. 

Anthony Sampson. John Watson. 

Will Tewart. Roger Hagnoll." 

" May the $th day, 1674. — It is ordered by the gentlemen 
and 24 that the churchwardens from year to year here- 
after shall have allowed for their charges going to Durham 
the summe of twelpence a day, and for other dayes it is 
to be left to the discretion of the 24. The twelpence a 
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day is for their going at the tyme of visitations to Durham. 
And for the minister going with them he is to have two 
shillings a day. 

Hen. Lambton. Thomas his + mark HalL 

Kaiph Mylott. Will Tewart. 

Ea. Hed worth. John Watson." 

The mark of + Christopher 
Wardaile. 

''August 20th, 1677. — Buryed in Wollen, according to 
the late Act of Parliament, Jane Lawes, wife to James 
Lawes of Chester, a certificate whereof within eight 
days after her enterement was brought in to me from the 
justice, the relation of the said Jane Lawes having made 
oath of it before him." 

" Aprill the 24th, i6yy.—'Tia this day ordered by the 
gentlemen and 24 that no ground be broaken in the church 
for the buryeing of any person, before they have paid for 
it to Peter Simpson, the parish dark, viz. 3* 4* for a person 
above fiveteen years old ; under that age they are to pay 

Hen. Lambton. Kobert Catcheside. 

Raiph Mylott. Will. Tewart 

Ra. Hedworth. Eaiph Marley. 

Wm. Lambton. Roger Hagnoll." 
Christopher Weardaile. 

*'Aprill the ist, 1678. — 'Tis this day agreed upon by the 
gentlemen and 24 that the bell shall be run according to 
the ancient custom, viz. at 5 a clock in the morning and 
8 at the night. And that the ringer shall be paid for so 
doing ten shillings P annum. 

Hen. Lambton. Alexander Turner. 

Raiph Mylott. John Catcheside. 

Ra. Hedworth. Mick Hall. 
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Wm. Lambtan. Kaiph Marley. 

Robert Mylott. Ralph Marley. 

Christopher Wardoll. Thomas Billington. 

William Hall. John Watson. 

Robert Catcheside. Robert Lax." 

^^ June 24, 1 68 1. — It is this day ordered by the gentle- 
men and 24 of this parish, that a ses3e of twenty shillings 
y* pound be forthwith collected for the present and neces- 
sary use of y* church ; anji particularly for the rebuilding 
of the vestrey. 

Hen. Lambton. Thomas Billington. 

Ra. Hedworth. ' Raiph Marley. 

Wm. Lambton. Ralph Marley. 

Ra. Hedworth, ju'. Robert Errington. 

Robert Catcheside. Roger Hagnoll. 

Chr. WardelL Richard Read." 

** April 1st, 1684. — It is this day ordered by the gentle- 
men and 24 at their meeting, then holden in the vestery, 
that the churchwardens from year to. year hereafter, shall 
have allowed for their charges going to Durham, at the 
tyme of visitation, the summe of two shillings a day, and 
no more, and that the old churchwardens shall have no- 
thing allowed them at their tyme of going out of their 
office. And that the minister shall have for going along 
with them the summe of three shillings p. diem. 

Raiph Mylott. Raiph Marley. 

Ra. Hedworth. Christoph Wardaile. 

Wm. Lambton. Marmaduke Fletcher +. 

' Robert Catcheside. Ralph Marley. 

Thomas Billington, Alexander Turner. 

Wm. HalL George Wardell. 

Peter Clark. Roger Hagnoll. 

Wm. Mallam. Robt Snaith. 

Robert Errington. Robt. Lax." 

"A copy of ye agreement made between Mr. Wm. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHESTER-LE-STREE T. 39 

Hume, minister of Chester-le- Street, and John Nelson, 
clock maker in Durham, concerning the repairing of our 
church clock : — 

*^ Menxoraind. — That it is covenanted, concluded, and 
agreed upon, by and between Mr. Wm. Hume, minister of 
Chester-le-Street^ of the one part, and John Nelson of the 
City of Durham, clock maker, of the other part, as fol- 
loweth : — 

**7mp' — Forasmuch as the church clock of the said 
Chester-le-Street is and hath been out of repaire, the said 
John Nelson for, and in consideration of, the summe of 
four pounds of lawfull money of England, viz., forty shil- 
lings in hand paid, and five shillings eight pence half- 
penny yearly and every year for the space of seven years, 
now next ensewing. 

" Item, — The said Mr. Wm. Hume doth hereby covenant 
to pay the said summe of five shillings eightpence half- 
penny to the said John Nelson, or his assignes yearly and 
every year, at or upon Easter Tuesday ; and also to be at 
charge and expense of a man to wind up the said clock 
when need requires. And the said John Nelson to be at 
the charge and expense of all necessaryes towards the 
repair of the said clock. Eopes only excepted. 

" And for the performance of the covenants above men- 
tioned, which are to be performed on the part and behalf 
of the said John Nelson, he, the said John Nelson, doth 
hereby bind himselfe in the summe of five pounds lawful 
money of England, to be paid to the said Wm. Hume, 
his executors or administra" upon failer hereof. In wit- 
nesse. whereof, the said John Nelson hath hereunto set his 
hand and seal the first day of August Anno Domini, 1684. 
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*' Signed and sealed in the presence of 

George Hume. John Nelson.'* 

Chrs. Fulthrop. 

" Oct 25, 1685. — It is this day ordered by y* gentlemen 
and 24 at our meeting in the vestrey that a sesse of seven 
shillings and sixpence y* pound be forthwith collected 
for the necessary use and repair of the church, and more 
especially for y* buying of two Common Prayer Books 
and one large Bible. 

Ra. Hedworth. Jo. Humble. 

Wm. Lambton. ' Ralph Marley. 

The. Billington. George Wardell 

Wm. Mallam. Peter Clark." 
WiUm. Tewart. 

*' November y^ 19^^,1685. — Whereas it was agreed be- 
tween Christopher Bradley of Durham, and Wm. Loftusse 
of y® same, and y' churchwardens for this y* same year 
of y* parish of Chester, that y* said Xtopher and 
"Will"* should mend and repair y* church clock, and 
make her a firme goinge clocke, and for keepe her a goeinge 
clocke till Easter com twelve months, and to have for 
theire persones work, £2, 3s. 4d., and at the term, expired 
a noble, and for a noble every yeare for longe as they 
live, at every Easter time, for dressinge and keepinge 
her a goinge clock, and if any springe of y® said clocke 
shall be broken, the churchwardens for that yeare shall 
pay for the new making thereof. In witness whereof we 
have hereto set our hands, the day and year bove written. 

George Hinshopp. William Loftus." 

Cho. Bradley. 

" 1686. — It is this day ordered by the 24 that whome- 
soever of the brotherhood are absent on Tuesday next, 
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being the S of Aprill, shall forfeit for the use of the poore 
two shill sixpence." 

Wm. Lambton. Eobert Errington. 

Ra. Marley. Wm. Mallam. 

Robert Catcheside. Peter Clarke. 

George WardelL Ralph Marley. 

John Humble. Robt. Snaith. 

" To appear at one of y* clock in the vesteries." 

" The sums that have been collected to y* sevral briefs 
that have been sent to Chester since September 2d, 1690, 
at w®^ time I entered upon y* curacy. 

Nath. Chilton. 

1. Collected to a brief for inhabitants of St. George's, South- 
wark, who lossd 9900Z. by fire, y* sum of nineteen shillings nine 
pence halfpenny. Pd. to Critchy, collector. 

2. Collected to Morpeth brief, seventeen shillings. Pd. to 
Mr. Rowell. 

3. To Mr. Tremain's brief of Loughine in y* Isle of St. 
Margaret, eleven shillings and 5 pence. Pd. to himself by 
John Shacklock, sen., churchwarden. 

4. To brief for the poor sufferers of Tingmouth, nineteen 
shillings. Pd. by John Shacklock, sen., to John Rawdon, 
collector. 

5. To the brief for y* poor sufferers of Thirsk. Pd. to John 
Mitford.' 

"We, whose names are underwritten, are willing to contri- 
bute towards y* minister's subsistance y* sums following 
to be paid twice yearly, to wit, at Xmas. and Midsumer : — 

Wm. Lambton . . . . • 05 00 00 

Ra. Hedworth 01 00 00 

Robert Mylott 00 05 00 

Tho. Billington . . . . 00 02 06 

Robert Catcheside . . . . 00 02 06 

Ra. Marley 00 02 06 

John Gibson 00 01 06 
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John Humble . 
Roger Hazwell . 
Lyonell Maddison 
R. Errington 
Matthew Chilton 
Thomas Eonneson 
Thomas Lambton 
Ro. Askell 
Rd. Clark . 
Thos. Shaclock . 
WiU Bipin 



" Jv/ne y* 26, 1687. — It is this day ordered by the gentle- 
men and the 24 at the meeting in the vestry, that a sess 
of 10 shillings per pound be immediately collected 
throughout the parish and the chapleryes of Ttuifield and 
Lamesly, for the great and necessary use and repairs of 
the said mother church of Chester-lee-Street. 
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Ka. Hedworth. 
Ralph Mylott. 
Wm. Lambton. 
Robert Catcheside. 
George Wardell. 
John Humble. 



Thomas Billington. 
W. M. Mallam. 
Peter Clarke. 
John Gibson. 
Roger HagnolL 
Robert Errington." 



''March the \%th, 1692. — This day came Madam Dora- 
thy Hedworth and Madam Elizabeth Hedworth, daughters 
and heirs to John Hedworth of Haratton, Esquier, and 
Looked themselves in one pew in the south alley next to 
the Bell Fera, which was erected formerley for the use of 
Haratton and paid to the poor sixpence. 

James Owens, Gierke." 

" J/6m()ra7idi^m.— That on Monday, the lOth of May, 
Ao. Dm. 1697, ^^ Hon^^® Robt. Boothe, archdeacon of 
the archdeaconry of Durham, with the Rev. Hamond 
Beaumont, olEcial, visitted this church p-sonally, and then 
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adniomshed the chuFchwardens to whiten the churoh and 
to recommend the whitening of y® chancell to the impro- 
priator, and to aiaend y* pews. And then likewise en^ 
joyned that all p-sons bring their ohildyen to be baibtized 
on the second Sunday next after their birth at the farthest. 
The doeing of which they £^re to certifye at the next 
Michaelmas visitation. 

Eich. Smith, Kegistrar." 

" 14th March, 1 702.-^,^1 1 is this day ordered in the vestry 
of the parish church of Chester-le-Street by the gentlemen 
and four-and-twenty, that a sess of ten shillings in the 
pound be forthwith collected foir and towards the repairing 
the steeple of the said parish church. 

Ka. Hedworth. Eohert Gibsoij, 

Jno. Swinhoe. John Owen.'* 

William Marley. 

**Aprill ft\ 1702. — It is this day ordered by the gent, 
and 24 that twenty shillings be yearly paid to the parson 
for keeping the parish books, and twenty shillings to the 
parish clerk for assisting him. 

Ka. Hedworth. Bohert Gibson. 

Kg. Catcheside. William Marley. 

Anthony Sampson. John Gibson. 

John Moubum. John Owen." 
:BaJph Hawea 

" 2nd August, 1702. — It is this day ordered in the vestry 
of the parish church of Chester-le-Street, by the gentlemen 
and 24, that a sess of' ten shillings in the pound be forth- 
with collected for and towards the laying of the floores 
in the steeple of the said parish church. 

E^. Jledworth. John Humbell. 

Anthony Sampson. Eobert Gibsoiji." 

"2gth June, 1707.^-It is this day ordered by th^ gen- 
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tlemen and 24 in vestry assembled, that an assessment of 
ten shillings y* pound be forthwith collected for the use 
and repaire of the church, and it is likewise further 
order'd by the authority aforesaid, that the sume of one 
pound be yearly paid to the parish clerk for washing the 
surpliss and cleaning the church, and the sume of one 
pound and ten shillings to the sexton. 

Wm. Lambton. Eo. Catcheside. 

John Hedworth. Rob. Gibson. 

John Owen. Matthew Chilton. 

John Humble. Peter Simpson.*' 

** At a meeting of the gentlemen and four-and-twenty 
in y* vestry of y* parish church of Chester-le-Street, held 
the 05th day of December, 171 1, after due notice given 
and published of y* same, according to y* usuall custome 
of y* said parish, to consult and deliberate of severall 
matters relating to y* said parish, it was then and there 
ordered and agreed as foUoweth : — 

" In y* first place, that a cess of forty shillings in y* 
pound be forthwith collected by y® present churchwardens 
of all y® lands within y* said parish, towards y* necessary re- 
paires of y® body of y® said parish church ; and further, that 
after a view to be had for y* better ascertaining of what 
summe will be suffitient to be laid out and expended in 
and about y® said repaires, that after notice published 
thereof in y® church, there will be a summons to y* said 
gentlemen and twenty-four, within some short time after, 
to meet at y® usuall place, to make such further orders as 
shall be then thought expedient for y® further repaires 
thereof. 

"It is likewise ordered that a copy of y* above said 
order be delivered to y* reading minister or curate of y" 
severall chappleries of lease, as Lamesly and Tanfield ; and 
that he be desired after service ended to read y* said order 
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to y* intent that y" inhabitans within y® said respective 
chappleries may come to some resolution amonge them- 
selves touching theire contributions to be made according 
to law towards y® repaires of y® mother church. 

Sir Wm. Williamson. The. Haswell. 

Hen. Lambton. Sam. Maddison. 

John Hedworth. Peter Clarke. 

Eo. Catcheside. Eob. Snaith. 

John Owen. Peter Simpson. 

William Marley. John Gibson. 

Anthony Sampson. Ralph Kirkley. 

Thomas Marley. John Marley. 

Geo. Black. Matthew Chilton." 

'^ April 22, 17 1 2.— It is this day ordered by the gentle- 
men and 24 that Thomas Marley of Pelton, Samuel Maddi- 
son of Berkley, Thomas Jopling of Urpeth, John Burnopp 
of Lumley, be appointed churchwardens for the several 
divisions of this parish, viz., Chester, Lumley, Harraton, 
and West Quarter for the year ensuing. 

" And it is also further ordered at this present meeting of 
the gentlemen and 24 of this parish, that the above said 
Thomas Marley, Samuel Maddison, Thomas Jopling, and 
John Burnopp, do forthwith collect in their respective 
divisions of this parish a §ess of forty shillings in the 
pound of all the lands within the several divisions of the 
said parish of Chester-le-Str^et for the necessary repairs 
of the body of the parochial church there. 

"And whereas it will be necessary for the better repairing 
of the said church to contract and agree with masons, 
plumbers, house carpenters, and all other skilful artificers 
whomsoever, it is hereby further ordered that the above 
named churchwardens, or any three or two of them, the 
churchwarden of Chester being one, have full power to 
choose and take to themselves any skilful parishioner from 
time to time, and so often as occasion requires, to- assist 
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them in contracting and agreeing With the respective 
artificers to be employed in and iibout this work, as also 
touching the providing necessary materials and whatsoever 
else may and shall by them be thought and adjudged con- 
venient and useful for the well doing, carrying on, and 
perfecting of the same, and out of the monies in their 
hands to pay and allow to such assistant what they shall 
think reasonable satisfaction for his labour and pains in 
and about the said work. 

" And that out of the monies hereby collected in the first 
place, the said churchwardens shall buy and provide books 
for the use of the churche, the former churchwardens 
haveing neglected that part of their duty. 

William Madey. Tho. Marley. 

SamL Maddison. George WardelL 

William Lambton. John Marley. 

Hen. Lambton. Geo. Black. 

John Hedworth. Ralph Kirkley. 

Eo. Catcheside. Peter Simpson. 

Anthony Sampson^ Matthew Chilton. 

Thos. Jopling. John Hull." 
Tho. HaswelL 

"315^ August y 17 1 2.— Whereas, by an order of the 
gentlemen and twenty-four of this parish, bearing date 
the 52nd April last, Mr. Thomas Marley of Pelton, Samuel 
Maddison of Berkley, Thomas Jopling of Urpeth, and 
John Burnopp of Lumley, churchwardens of this parish^ 
were appointed to collect a sees of forty shillings in the 
pound of aU the lands within the several divisions of the 
said parish of Chester4e-Street for the necessary repafa-s 
of the body of the parochial church there^ and whereas 
the said sess has fain very much short of the expense the 
above named churchwjurdens have been at in new cover-' 
ing and leading of the said parish church, it is this day 
ordered by the gentlemen and twenty-four, that thd 
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aforesaid Thomas Marley, Samuel Maddison, Thomas Jop- 
ling, and John Burnopp, do forthwith collect the further 
sess of forty shillings in the pound of all the lands within 
the several divisions of the said parish of Chester-le- 
Street, for and towards the defraying of the charge of 
repaireing the aforesaid parish church of Chester-le-Street. 

Wm. Lambton. George Wardell. 

John Hedworth. Ralph Kirkley. 

Jos. Craster. . Anthony Sampson. 

Geo. Black. John Hull." 

William Marley. 

"21 September 1714. — It is this day agreed by the 
gentlemen and 24 in vestry assembled, that a sess of 
forty shillings per pound be forthwith collected for re- 
building the pews of the church, and that the manage- 
ment of that money for that end be by the churchwardens 
with all possible speed put into the hands of Mr. Will. 
Marley of Pictory, Mr. Geo. Black of Lambton, Mr. Ra. 
Kirkley of Chester-le-Street, and Mr. John Hull of the 
Westside. 

William Marley. Jos. Craster. 

Jno. Clarke. - Ro. Catcheside. 

George WardelL Sam. MaddLson. 

Peter Simpson. ^ John Gibson. 

Geo. Black. Tho. Marley. 

Thos. Jopling. Matthew Chilton. 

Wm. I-ambton. John Gibson." 

*' May 1st, 17 1 5. — Wee, the gentlemen and 24, lawfully 
summond and this day legally in vestry assembled, do 
unanimously consent, agree, and order that a sess of forty 
shillings p. pound shall be collected and paid yearly, by 
half-yearly payments, unto Mr. Nicholas Conyers, our 
present minister, to be by him employed for the necessary 
use and repair and keeping the church in such decency 
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and order as it now is. The first payment to commence 
at Martinmas next. 

John Gibson. John Hedworth. 

Geo. Black. Tho. Allan. 

Peter Simpson. William Marley. 

Jno. Clarke. Ea. Kirkley. 

Tho. Jopling. Ko. Catcheside. 

Geo. Hall. Tho. Marley. 

Kich. Pearson. PhiL Spearman. 

Wm. Lambton. George Wardell." 

"November 20th, 1715. — It is this day ordered by the 
gentlemen and 24 in vestry assembled, that a sess of one 
hundred and thirty pounds five shillings, being four times 
the book of rates, be forthwith collected according to y® said 
book of rates for and towards the necessary use and 
repairs of the church. And it is also further ordered that 
all persons refusing to pay their several and respective 
share of the said sess or arrears shall be proceeded against 
according to the laws in that case provided at the general 
cost and charges of the parish. 

George Wardell. Ko. Catcheside. 

William Marley. Anthony Sampson. 

John Clark. Geo. Black. 

John Hull. Eich. Pearson. 

John Marley. Tho. Marley. 

Kalph Kirkley. Geo. HalL 

Wm. Lambton. Tho. Jopling." 
John Hedworth. 

"December 30, 17 16. — It is this day order'd by the 
gentlemen and 24 in the vestry, after sufficient and 
customary notice given, assembled, that a sess of thirty- 
two pounds eleven shillings and threepence, being over 
the book of rates, be forthwith collected for obtaining a 
commission for dividing the pews of the church,* and 
defraying the necessary charges and expenses of the com- 
missioners and their assistants appointed to divide it. 
* See Appendix. 
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John Hedworth. Jno. Clark. 

Wm. Lambton. Rich. Pearson. 

SamL Maddison, Ra. Kirkley. 

John Gibson. Geo. Hall. 

Geo. Black. John Hull'' 
Tho. Jopling. 

" 1 717. — It is this day order'd by the gentlemen and 24 in 
vestry assembled, that a sess of thirty-two pounds eleven 
shillings and threepence, being over the book of rates, 
be forthwith collected for obtaining a commission for 
dividing the pews of the church and defraying the neces- 
sary charges and expenses of the commissioners and their 
assistants appointed to divide it, the sess laid on for 
this use on the 30th December 17 16, being most all of 
it spent in makeing gates and pillars for the churchyard 
and other necessary repairs and uses of the church ; and it 
is at the same time order'd that so much of this sess as 
can conveniently be saved from the use aforesaid, be 
applied to the plaistering and whitening the church. 

Wm. Lambton. Thomas Marley. 

John Hedworth. John Clarke. 

Robert Catcheside. Geo. Black. 

Geo. Hall. Rich, his x mark Pearson. 

John Hull. Thos. Jopling. 

George WardelL Ralph Kirkley." 

WiUiam Marley. 

" An account of the communion plate and linen belong- 
ing to the church of Chester this 29th day of August 
1736— 

2 pewter flaggons. 

1 silver chalice for the wine. 

2 silver plates for the bread. 
I tablecloth and napkin. 

D 
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6 books, Nos. i. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6, delivered to James 
Eobinson, churchwarden. 
Witnesses — 

John Stockdale. John Sampson. 

Geo. Greebank. Peter Simpson." 

'^ April 24th, 1739. — John Neasham and Henry Dodg- 
shon this day viewed the steeple, and thinks it absolutely 
necessary to be pointed, and likewise the windows to be 
weather-boarded, and four more air-holes to be made in the 
spire. As witness our hands. 

John Neasham. Henry Dodgshon." 

" i6th May 1742. — It is this day unanimously agreed 
upon by the gentlemen of the twenty-four, in vestry 
legally assembled, that the church porch be taken down, 
and that proper workmen be called upon to bring in an 
estimate of the charge of rebuilding the same ; and that a 
plan of such building and estimate be laid before the said 
gentlemen of the twenty-four. 

Saml. Maddison. Tho. Clark. 

Kobt. Wilson. Martin Wind." 

John Sampson. 

" loth May 1742. — It is this day unanimously agreed 
upon by the gentlemen of the twenty-four, in vestry 
legally assembled, that in pursuance of the order above, 
the church porch shall be taken down and rebuilt in 
manner and form as unto the plan hereunto annexed, and 
that the sum of twenty-eight pounds four shillings and 
tenpence shall be pay'd to the masons, Eob*- Surtees and 
Eob*- Wardropper, who shall undertake such building in 
full of all stone work and other work in or about the re- 
building of the said porch, except the carpenter work and 
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lead work to be done in and about the same ; and it's also 
further agreed that, in consideration of the person or per- 
sons who shall be employed in the plumber work to be 
used upon the said porch, allowing the sum of thirteen 
shillings p. hundred for all such old lead as shall be taken 
off such porch, the said person or persons shall be allowed 
the sum of seventeen shillings p. hundred for aR such new 
lead as shall be laid upon the said porch, so to be built as 
aforesaid ; and it's also further agreed that, as Eob*- Surtees 
and Eob*- Wardropper*s estimate of such expense was 
rather thought too unreasonable, it is therefore agreed that 
in case the said building is to be finished by them, the 
said Eobert Surtees and Eobert Wardropper as aforesaid, 
upon a proper view of Jn*** Bell, of Gateshead, and Ja. 
Watson, of Sunderland, shall be thought too unreasonable, 
then the said Eob*- Surtees and Eob*- Wardropper shall be 
only paid such sums as they shall think fitt and reasonable, 
in lieu of the said twenty-eight pounds four shillings and 
tenpence. 

Robt. Surtees. Thos. Allan. 

Eobert his x mark Wardropper. Robt. Watson." 
Peter Simpson. 

"July if 5^A, 1742. — I do agree to do the plumber work 
at the price above mentioned. As witness my hand. 

John Cuningham." 

''July 24th, 1742. — I do agree to do the carpenter work 
of the church porch and ceiling, and to find all the timber 
necessary for the same and centre, for the sum of five 
pounds eleven shillings. As witness my hand. 

Ralph Andrew.'* 

"16th AprU 1745. — Whereas great inconveniences has 
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happen'd to this parish for want of a proper ace* being 
regularly kept of the receipts and disbursments of this 
parish, and whereas, for remydying the same for the future, 
it was this day unanimously agreed by the gentlemen of 
the twenty-four, in vestry legally assembled, that a vestry 
clerk should be appointed for the entering and making of 
all such orders as shedl be thought proper for the benefit 
of the said parish, and also for the entering in a boob 
which has heretofore been purchased, the several acc*» re- 
lating to the said church, and we do think it proper that 
George Greenbank, present clerk of the said parish, be the 
person appointed for that purpose, and that he have 
allowed to him one pound one shilling yearly for his 
pains and trouble therein. 

Kobt. Wilson. Joshua Marley. 

Martin Wind. John Sampson." 

Anthony Snaith. 

" ()th Novemher 1746. — It is this day agreed upon by the 

gentlemen of the twenty-four, in vestry legally assembled, 

. that the sum of five pounds be pay'd by the churchwardens 

for a large Bible, printed by Mr. Field. A new Prayer Book 

to be bought for the use of the church. 

John Sampson. . Thomas Clark. 

Antho. Snaith. Joshua Marley." 

THE WHOLE BOOK OF RATES, I 75 2, 

Chester ..... ;^5 12 4 J 

Pelton . . . . . . • 2 5 i|^ 

Urpeth . 2 19 II 

Ouston .110 

Edmondsley 290 

Plawsworth . . . . . .214 

Walridges . .... . .180 
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Harraton . 


7 o loi 


Bertley . . . 


2 5 2i 


Lumley . 


4 4 3 


Lumley Park . 


330 


Lambton 


268 




Total ;^36 16 8f 



"21st April 1760. — It is this day order'd and agreed 
upon by the gentlemen of the twenty-four, in vestry 
legally assembled, that Cuthbert Darnton shall keep the 
church clock in good repair, and clean her when there is 
occasion, for the sum of ten shillings and sixpence yearly. 

Tho. Clement. Kobt. Lynn. 

Robt Shepherd. Luke Salkeld." 

"May 25, 1 76 1. — At a special vestry held this day, it is 
ordered and agreed Upon that for the future an ace* of the 
particulars of all rec*' and payments to be had or made 
by the churchwardens of this parish, shall yearly at or 
before the time of their going respectively out of oflBce, 
be regularly and fairly entered in this book, and signed 
by the churchwardens, in order to show the inhabitants of 
this parish the application of the money received by such 
churchwardens. 



John Bird. 
John Catcheside. 
John Simpson. 
Wm. Lowes. 



New. Hudson. 
Kobt. Shepherd. 
Kobt. Lynn. 
Tho. Nelson.'' 



"Jan^- igth, 1766. — Eeceived of Mr. John Story the 
sum of four pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence, in 
part of a voluntary subscription collected by him from 
Chester and Pelton for the church clock. As witness my 
hand. 

Witness — John Pratt, P. Clerk. Kobt. Kirklby." 
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^* Jan. 26th, 1766. — Eeceived of Mr. Ealph Dobison the 
sum of five pounds ten shillings, in part of a voluntary 
subscription collected by him in Birtley and Harraton 
quarter, in part of payment for the church clock. As wit- 
ness my hand. 

Witnesa — John Pratt, P. Clerk. Kobt. Kikklbt." 

"Eeceived March 28th, 1766, of Wm. Adamson, the 
sum of one pound seventeen shillings, in part of a volun- 
tary subscription collected by him of the West Quarter 
for the church clock. As witness my hand. 

KOBKRT KiRKLBY." 

''October 26th, 1772. — We, the churchwardens of 

Chester-le-Street, being legally appointed, and having 

legally called a vestry meeting, to attend us this day, 

in order to settle the church affairs and lay on a church 

cess, but none appearing but the minister and our four 

selves, we do hereby jointly agree to lay on a rate of id. 

p. pound throughout the parish. As witness our hands. 

Brack Shorter, "S 

Wm. Snaith, i n-u x. j >» 

William Brough, V Churchwardens. 

Kalph the -|- mark of Watson j 

** April 2nd, 1782. — ^It is this day ordered and agreed 
by the gentlemen of the four-and-twenty, then assembled 
in vestry, that the sum of forty pounds of the monies col- 
lected and to be collected before the 27th of June next, 
be laid out in purchasing a set of communion plate for 
the use of this church. 

Wm. HeppeL Geo. Wardell. 

Eobt. Lax. Geo. Clement." 

Thos. Whelden. 
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THE TOTALL AMOUNT OP THE RBNTALL OF THE DIFFERENT 
TOWNSHIPS OF CHESTBR-LB-STREET IN 1 787. 
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" Chester-h'Street Vestry, Nov. 24, 1790. — At a meeting 
of the twenty-four this day assembled, it is resolved to 
remove the cross pillory and stocks and the old cross 
called the Broken Cross, adjoining the church gates, being 
considered as shame in their present state. 

Isaac Cookson. Luke Salkeld. 

G. Fenwick. Chris. Nesham. 

John Coles. Wm. Snaith." 

*' Chester 4e- Street Vestry, August 28, 1791. — It is this 
day agreed upon by us the gentlemen of the twenty-four 
in vestry assembled that an additional assessment of one 
halfpenny in the pound rent of all lands, &c., throughout 
the parish, be forthwith collected for the new roofing of the 
vestry. 
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Wm. Nesfield. Wm. Willson. 

C. Nesham. G. Fenwick." 

"June 13, 1 79 1. — A meeting this day, attended by a 
call of Mr. Cookson and Mr. Eobt. Kirkley, overseers of 
the highways. 

Rev. Mr. Nesfield. Mr. Eobt. Clark. 

Mr. M. Featherstonhaugh. Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Luke Salkeld. Mr. Richard Pearson. 

Mr. Alwers. Mr. B. Nunington. 

Mr. Wm. Matthews. Mr. Watson. 

" It is the opinion of the above gentlemen that a view 
and an estimate be made of a new road leading to Pick- 
tree Lane, and to fix on the most proper place to take it 
on at. Another meeting to be called again this day fort- 
night, viz., 27th inst. Mr. Oliver is requested to write Mr. 
JolifiTe and Mr. Milbank and all the other proprietors to 
be applyed to for leave for a road thro the burn greens 
and to buUd two jettys against them." 

" Ofiester-le-Street Vestery, Aiog^ 11, 1793. — The steeple of 
the church having fallen into decay, it was thought proper 
to have it surveyed by different architects, who unanimously 
report it necessary to be immediately repaired. 

"Resolved — That Mr. Thomas Thompson (mason) be 
directed to proceed without delay in putting the said 
steeple into repair, according to his estimate of plan No. 2, 
dated July 13, 1793. 

" It is therefore agreed upon by us, the gentlemen of 
the twenty-four in vestery assembled, that an assessment 
of threepence in the pound rent of all lands, &c., through- 
out the parish, be immediately collected, and paid by the 
owners of all such lands, for defraying the expence of 
repairing the said steeple as per plan No. 2. 
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Chr. Nesliain. Isaac Cookson. 

Scarbrough. J. S. Vier. 

Wm. Nesfield. Wm. Willson. ; 

Joshua Harman, sub-curate. W. Featherstonhaugb. 

J. Lambton. Wm. Snaith." 

" Chester-le-Sireet Vestery. — We, members of the twenty- 
four, or the select vestery of the parish of Chester-le-Street, 
in the county and diocese of Durham, whose names are 
hereto subscribed at our vestery meeting for that purpose, 
duly assembled in the vestery-room of our parish church 
on the 13th day of Jan^- 1805, do hereby make the follow- 
ing rate or assessment for raising a competent sum of 
money to defray the charge of putting the said church, 
belonging and appertaining, into proper repair, and other 
expenses as well relating to the said church, as otherwise 
incurred or to be incurred by the churchwardens in the 
execution of their said oflBce thereof. 

" 1st We do hereby rate, tax, and assess all and every 
the parishioners and inhabitants of the said parish and 
others, liable to be rated for, and in respect of what they 
severally occupy therein, at the sum of one penny half- 
penny for each and every 20" or pound rent, or annual 
value of the several matters by them respectively occupied 
within the said parish ; and accordingly we rate, tax, and 
assess them at the sums hereinafter set to their respective 
names in manner following, to wit : — 

" The township of Chester-le-Street — 

Birtley. Plawsworth. 

Edmondsley. Waldridge. 

Harraton. Urpeth. 

LambtoiL Ouston (don't pay church 
Great Lumley. sess). 

Little Lumley (don't pay Pelton." 
church sess). 
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"At a vestery meeting held this i6th day of April 
1 807, the following lesolutions were entered into : — 

"ist. That in future four pounds be paid the church- 
wardens for each of the visitation dinners. 

"2d. That such wine as shall be required for the supply 
of the sacrament in every year shall be purchased at a 
wine merchant's, and be kept in the charge of Mr. Nes- 
field, who has engaged to account for it to the vestery at 
their Easter meeting. 

" 3d. That proper steps be taken to ascertain the rents 
and charities due to the parish, and that entries be made 
in this book accordingly, and that the churchwardens now 
appointed do investigate the same and lay before a special 
vestery as soon as convenient the result of their inquiries. 
Wm. Nesfield, curate. Kobi Darling. 

Ma. Forster. Wm. Matthews. 

Jno. Martindale. Cha. Koper. 

Geo. Wardell. Geo. Greenwell." 

" Chester-le- Street, April 24th, 18 10. — Complaints having 
been made that the churchyard, from the increased popu- 
lation of the parish, has become too confined, and as the 
enlarging of it would take up much time and be attended 
with considerable expense, it is agreed as a temporary 
expedient to raise a part of the present yard at the south- 
east corner with such materials and soil as can be got, and 
not to be less than 2 feet 6 inches high, the work to be 
performed by those who will take it at the lowest rate. 
And further, that the church wall (part of which has 
fallen down) should be immediately repaired, and the 
same to be done by proposals and the work to be approved 
by the churchwardens. 

Wm. Nesfield. Thos. Tindale. 

Jno. Martindale. Wm. Matthews. 

Cha. Eoper. Kobt Darling." 
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" Chester 4€' Street Vestery, May 6th, 1812. — At the said 
meeting it is ordered and agreed, that one iron cest be got 
from Messrs. Cookson's foundry for the use of the church, 
and that Mr. Eobson in future attend the church clock. 

" It is also further agreed that if Ouston township will 
not pay their church sess, legal proceedings be commenced 
against the said township for the recovery of the same, 
and enforce payment thereof. 

Ma. Forster. Cha. Koper. 

Thos. Wheldon. Greo. GreenwelL 

Thos. Tindale. Robt. Darling." 

" Gentlemen, — I once more make free to represent to 
you the extreme bad state of the church clock, I have 
kept it going near twenty years longer than it would have 
done. It now being compleatly worn out, must either 
have a general repair or a new one, whichever the gentle- 
men present think best. A very good new one can be 
made at one hundred pound or guineas. The fixing of a 
clock of this kind sometimes cost 30, 40, 50 or more 
pounds, but I being upon the spot will do that part of the 
work for the old clock, which I look upon to be worth 
eight pound or thereabouts. The dial plate and hand 
requires your consideration, as the dial plate is actually 
in a rotting state for want of being painted ; it is now 
seventeen years since it was put up. — Gentlemen, I remain 
your most obedient humble servant, 

John Bolton. 

" Chester-le- Street, 18 12, March 26th.'' 

** Chester 4e- Street, April iGth, 18 16. — It is resolved to 
have the clock dial plate new painted, and two loose case- 
ments made for one window on each side of the gallery. 
Also the churchwardens to have each half a guinea 
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allowed for their expences to Durham, in lieu of the 
autumnal visitation dinner. It is likewise ordered that a 
f other of lime be got for pointing the church steeple, and 
that the painting the dial plate and the mason work about 
the church be let by proposal 

John Dodd. Chas. Koper. 

Kobt. Kay. Aaron Jackson. 

Thos. Tindale. William Jackson. 

Jno. Swinbum. John Pearson." 

" Vestry, Chesterde-Street, July 22, 1827. — ^At a meeting 
of the churchwardens and gentlemen of the twenty-four, 
to take into consideration the insufficiency of the present 
burial ground, it was unanimously resolved that the 
churchwardens make an application to H. Joliffe, Esquire, 
or his agents, for a parcel of ground on the west of the 
churchyard, at present occupied by Mrs. Smith and 

others. 

A. Story. Jno. Wolfe. 

John Pearson. Geo. Holmes. 

Jno. Swinburn. Geo. Wardell. 

S. Wheldon. Thos. Tindale." 

''March 10, 1829. — At a meeting of the churchwardens 
and gentlemen of the twenty-four held this day, Mr. 
Loraine having communicated to us Lord Durham's wish 
to have a pew and vault erected, in the situation and of 
the dimensions specified in a plan now produced to us by 
Mr. Bonome, architect— 

"Eesolved — That we do approve of the plan so sub- 
mitted to us, and we do hereby give our consent to such 
erections. James Nelson, Chairman. 

Wm. Matthews, \ Geo. Holmes. 

Kobt. Darling, ( ^, , j William Jackson. 

■D vx /-.-v r Churchwardens. q* x. xttx. u 

Robt. Gibson, i Stephen Whelden. 

John Brough, / Aaron Jackson* 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHESTER-LE-STREET. 6r 

Geo. Wardell. Robt. Kay. 

John Martindale. Geo. Greenwell." 

Abraham Story. 

^' Chester-U'Street Vestry, April 21, 1829. — Eesolved 
unanimously at a meeting of the twenty- four this day 
assembled, that two bottles of Mdne be allowed for each 
Sacrament Sunday, and four bottles of wine for each 
festival. 

James Nelson. G«o. Holmes. 

S. Whelden. John Pearson. 

John Martindale. A. Story. 

Geo. Greenwell. Thomas Fenwick. 

Aaron Jackson. Morton. 

Geo. Wardell. Wm. Loraine. 

Jno. Swinbum. Geo. Maddison." 
Wm. Jackson. 

" Chester-le-Street Vestry, March ist, 183 1. — At an ad- 
journed meeting of the gentlemen of the twenty-four and 
inhabitants of the parish held this day, and Messrs. Lee & 
Son having produced their plan of the proposed method of 
warming the church, the same was unanimously approved 
of, and the following agreement entered into, viz. : Messrs. 
Lee & Son hereby undertake to effectually warm the church 
at Chester-le-Street by means of hot water conveyed 
through cast-iron pipes, according to the plan submitted to 
the said meeting and deposited with the churchwardens, 
the said pipes to be six inches in bore, and the boiler to be 
made of malleable iron 5 ft. by 3 in dimension, and 3 J 
feet deep, masonry and every expense included (except 
a stone chimney for the outside of the building), for the 
sum of one hundred and five pounds, the time of payment 
to be three months after the completion of the plan, to the 
satisfaction of the gentlemen of the twenty-four. 
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For Wm. Lee and self — W. J. James, chairman. 

Joseph Lee. Henry Stobart. 

"Wm. Matthews. John Martindale. 

Edwin W. Maxwell. Robert Darling.'* 

''April sth, 1 83 1. — At the meeting it was requested 
that the churchwardens do retain the bass violin and 
clarionet in the vestry till further orders, and that the 
basoon be delivered up to John Swinburn. 

S. Wheldon. Geo. Holmes. 

Wm. Jackson. E. W. Maxwell" 

''May 2^d, 183 1. — At this our adjourned meeting, we, 
the undersigned, are of opinion that it is necessary to have 
Messrs. Lee & Son's work inspected by a competent 
person, and that Mr. Henry Stobart be requested to solicit 
Benj. Thompson, Esq., to ascertain whether the work is 
done in a proper manner, and to make his report thereon. 
2d, That Charles Jno. Scott be employed to make out the 
necessary schedules, and act as secretary in collecting the 
money, &c., under the direction of Messrs. Matthews and 
Story. 

Robt. Darling. S. Wheldon. 

John Brough. A. Story." 

" Chester-le-Street, ^d Oct. 1832. — At a meeting of the 
churchwardens and gentlemen of the twenty- four, and also 
the inhabitants of the parish of Chester-le-Street, in con- 
sequence of a letter having being read from the Rev. John 
Dodd, complaining of the insufficiency of the burial ground, 
of which the following is a copy : — 

' To the churchwardens, the gentlemen constituting the twenty- 
four, and the inhdbitanis of the parish of Chester^le- 
Streety this day in the church vestry assembled : 

'Gentlemen, — In absence of my rev. colleague, Mr. 
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James, I, as one of the officiating ministers of the parish 
of Chester-le-Street, beg to call your serious attention to 
an evil which has too long existed, and which demands, 
on the score of humanity, a speedy and effectual remedy. 
I mean the insufficiency of the burial ground in the 
churchyard of Chester-le-Street. 

' For many years I have witnessed with pain and regret, 
when graves have been opened, bodies in such a state 
as to be revolting alike to the sight and the feelings of 
humanity. 

* From the increase of population, as the funeral regis- 
ters will show, scarcely a place, after many essays are 
made, can be found to inter the dead. 

*I therefore humbly request that you will lend your 
earnest and best attention to a subject at once affecting, 
and of the utmost importance, and indulge the hope that 
you will adopt such measures as shall in future afford the 
means of interring the dead in a decent and becoming 
manner. — I have the honour to remain yours very sincerely, 

John Dodd. 

' To the churchvxirdens, &c,^ of the parish of 
Chester-le-Stred! 

— It was resolved that an application be made to Hylton 
Joliffe, Esq., to dispose of one acre of ground in a field 
commonly called the Oakes, and also a building known by 
the name of the Eound School, to be converted into a 
vestry for the convenience of the said ground. 

" Eesolved that the purport of this meeting be trans- 
mitted to the Archdeacon of Durham for his aid and 
assistance. 

" Eesolved that copies of these resolutions be sent to the 
Eight Hon. Lady Byron, the Eight Hon^^® Lord Durham, 
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and also to the Rev. Thos. Hyde Ripley, perpetual curate 
of the parish of Chester-le-Street. 

John Dodd, Chairman. 
Edward W. Maxwell, \ 
Robt. Darling, > Churchwardens. 

John Brough, j 

Thomas Fenwick. Stephen Wheldon. 

Thos. Cookson. John Bird. 

Henry Stobart. John Thompson. 

A. Story. Geo. Greenwell. 

Geo. Wardell. Tho. Swinburne. 

Geo. Holmes. Wm. Matthews." 

"Memoranda — 1832. — A sermon preached by Dr. Sum- 
ner, Lord Bishop of Chester, for the benefit of the Sunday- 
school of Chester-le-Street; the collection amounted to 
£9, 14s. 7d." 

" 1833.^ — Confirmation held at Chester-le-Street by Dr. 
Sumner, Lord Bishop of Chester, when there were con- 
firmed 900 young persons. The girls occupied the south 
side of the church, the boys the north. The Bishop deli- 
vered a fatherly admonition both before and after confirma- 
tion, and reprimanded some for improper conduct during 
the discourse. The girls went to the altar by 1 2 in one tally, 
the boys by 14. The service commenced 20 minutes after 
2 o'clock and finished a little before 5 o'clock." 

*' Easter Tuesday, 9th April 1833. — Resolved that Mr. 
James Usher be appointed singing master for the parish 
of Chester-le-Street, at the yearly salary of ;6^ 10, to be paid 
out of the church rate. 

John Dodd. John Martindale. 

Francis J. James. Tho. Swinbum. 

Wm. Jackson. John Thompson. 

Geo. Greenwell. Henry Stobart." 
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" 1833, — Sermon preached by Mr. James for the benefit 
of the National School Society, £3, 9s. 7 Jd. A Church 
Missionary Meeting held at the church — collected, £2, 
2s. 8d." 

" Aug^ist loth, 1834. — Mr. Wade preached this morning 
and performed the full service in the afternoon. In the 
middle of the morning service Joseph Lewin's ass passed 
through the church, and in the afternoon a hen and 
chickens. Both occurred in the time of divine service. . . . 

" When flour was 1/6 per stone, the twopenny rolls given 
at the church every Sunday weighed 17 oz. each." 

''1834. — The Clothing Club in Chester-Ie-Street was 
established in 1834.. Its principles are to teach the poor 
the value of their own savings, and to encourage them to 
save by a small premium. From 90 to 100 poor members 
have received clothing this Christmas. Each contributed 
one penny per week themselves.^ 

" 15^ April 1834. — Eesolved that the sum of five pounds 
be allowed for the expenses of the summer visitation at 
Durham and Chester-le-Street. 

" Resolved that the ancient custoin of ringing the church 
bells on the 29th of May and the Sth day of November, 
be discontinued. 

John Dodd. Geo. Greenwell. 

George Bowness. Tho. Swinburne. 

John Martindale. T. Wheldon. 

A. Joplin. John Thompson. 

Wm. Jackson. Wm. Matthews." 

" 1834. — ^Dr. Lushington has given it as his opinion that 
missionary meetings held in churches, without authority 
from the crown or diocesan, are illegal." 

E 
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** 1835. — A sennon preached by the Bev. Mr. XichoU 
from Hetton, in aid of the Society for Propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. Collected £^ 153. 2d.'* 

^^ In consequence of the total eclipse of the son in the 
afternoon of this day, the afternoon service was postponed 
until half-past six o'clock in the evening. There was an 
excellent congregation. Mr. Bowness preached, and the 
service was continued in the evening until changed to 6 
o'clock— ^t^. 2«A, 1836." 

** October 2Sth, 1836. — A confirmation held at Chester by 
Dr. Maltby, the new Badical Bishop of Durham. He was 
wigless, and the dignity of the bishop was lost. He admon- 
ished the parents and guardians of the children as well as 
the children themselves. The girls occupied the south 
side of the church, and the boys the north. They went 
to the altar in tallys of 12 each ; the service commenced at 
3 o'clock, and finished at half -past 4. After the cere- 
mony was over and the clergy had left, the bishop sent 
for the churchwardens to the vestry, and passed a very 
high compliment on the order and regularity of our ar- 
rangements ; it was the first of the kind I ever had from 
any bishop on the like occasion. He then left the church, 
accompanied by his chaplain and mace-bearer, and walked 
to the Head Inn, where his carriage awaited. 

" There were upwards of 500 confirmed. At night there 
was a snow-storm to the depth of nine inches. 

E. W. Maxwell, Churchwarden." 
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''March 2gth, 1839. — Good Friday, Mr. J. Burnett* 
the new clerk, ofl&ciated for the first time in the church 
after his appointment." 

"It was allowed by the meeting assembled on Easter 
Tuesday 1844, that the vestry be forthwith repaired by 
extra pannelling and paper, &c., which work was executed 
by Jennings, builder and carpenter, and Farrow, painter 
and glazier, both of Chester-le-Street. The north window 
of the said vestry was also reglazed and made to open, to 
the great improvement and salubrity of the room by the 
circulation of fresh air therethrough. 

Edwd. Edmunds." 

"The pulpit, reading desk, and clerk's desk, also the 
communion table, were covered with black cloth on 
* Ought to be Mr, J. Bornip 
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account of the death of his Moat Gracious Majesty 
William the Fourth. 

" There was a flag suspended from the sounding board 
of the pulpit, which hung into the aisle, bearing the follow- 
ing inscriptions : — 

On one side — 

To the memory of Eling William the Fourth. 

On the other side — 

The land mourneth. 

*' The interment of his late Majesty took place at Wind- 
sor. At Chester the bell tolled from 9 o'clock in the 
morning until 12 o'clock, and from i till 4; the minute 
bell then commenced and tolFd until 9 o'clock, after 
which a muffled peal was rung until near one o'clock on 
Sunday morning." 

"20th August 185a — On the motion of Mr. Johnson, 
seconded by Mr. Story, that the eastern window be re- 
stored, and that the present screen be removed, together 
with the present window. 

" On the motion of Mr. Shield, seconded by Mr. Johnson, 
it was resolved, that small window No. i be adopted. It 
was further resolved, that Mr. Gray do transmit a copy of 
the subscription list to Mr. W. Joliffe, requesting his sup- 
port in carrying the plan into operation." 

" The original order^ made at Easter Tuesday 1 85 1, having 
been read^ it was then put by Mr. Boyd, and seconded by 
Mr. Burnet, that the former order respecting the windows 
taken out of Pelton Church and used for the National 
School at Pelton be rescinded, and that the sum of ^^18, 
IIS. 5jd. now found due to th^ churchwardens of Pelton, 
be allowed. Carried. 

" Eev. J. P. Depledge applied to have the sum of £2, los. 
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per annnm allowed for cleaning the chapel at Lumley, 
washing surplices, &c. 

" On the motion of Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mr. Crawford, 
it was unanimously resolved that the application be com- 
plied with. 

" Moved by Mr. E. F. Boyd, seconded by C. H. Bain- 
bridge, that a sub-committee, consisting of Rev. E. C. 
Wilshere, Rev. F. Montagu, A. Story, E. F. Boyd, and C. 
H. Bainbridge, be authorized to reinstate the Command- 
ment Tables, &c., at an expense to the parish not exceeding 
;^ 10, in addition to the surplus and public subscription, 
and that the same committee do not exceed the said ;^io, 
unless with further grant from this vestry. Carried." 

"Easter, April i^th, 1858. — A proposition was made 
by the Rev. H. Barrett, and seconded by the Rev. H. 
Bewsher, that their thanks be tendered for the courtesy 
and liberality shown to the parish of Pelton and Birtley." 

" At a meeting held in the vestry on the 4th day of May 
1858, it was moved by Mr. Shield and seconded by Mr. 
Hunt, that the churchwardens of Chester-le-Street be and 
hereby are instructed to cause a case to be drawn, embody- 
ing the two resolutions from Pelton and Birtley, and under 
the supervision of a committee now to be appointed, and 
to submit the same to counsel for a decision as to the 
separation of the two districts under Lord Blandford*s 
Act, and as to the liability of such districts to be rated 
for the repairs of the ancient mother church, and their 
power to levy their own church rates, and that the follow- 
ing be such committee : — 



''o 



H. J. Morton. C. H. Bainbridge* 

A. H. Hunt R. Curry.'' 

A. Story. 
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"At a meeting of the committee held in the vestry 
May i8th, 1858, for drawing up a case for counsel — Major 
Johnson in the chair — the case having been read and 
approved, it was proposed by Ab. Story, Esq., and seconded 
by Augustus Hunt, Esq., that the case be sent to Mr. 
Manisty, Q.C., for his opinion. 

J. Robinson, Churchwarden." 

** April 2, 1 86 1. — Proposed by Rev. E. H. Shipperdson, 
seconded by Mr. Story, that Major Johnson, Mr. J. 
Crawford, Mr. M. Henderson, and Mr. Harland be ap- 
pointed churchwardens. The Rev. J. P. Depledge then 
reappointed Mr. S. Robinson as minister's churchwarden. 

"Proposed by Mr. Fenwick, seconded by Rev. E. H. 
Shipperdson, that a committee be formed, consisting of 
the following gentlemen : — 

The clergy and churchwardens of the parish. 
The Earl of Durham. A. Story, Esq. 

The Rev. E. H. Shipperdson. G. Miuray, Esq. 

H. Fenwick, Esq., M.P. Mr. Robt. Hall." 

H. G. Reynard, Esq. 

With power to add to their number, to take such steps 
as may be necessary to increase the accommodation in the 
church." 

*' April 4, 1 86 1. — ^Proposed by A. Story, Esq., seconded 
by H. Fenwick, Esq., that the following gentlemen be 
added to the committee : — 

H. J. Morton, Esq. Capt. Reid. 

T. H. Murray, Esq. Mr. G. E. Steele. 

T. M. Hudson, Esq. Mr. R. F. Gibson. 

R. Linton, Esq. Mr. Thomas Burn. 

W. R. ShieU, Esq. Mr. R^ Crofton. 

R. H. Stevenson. Mr. Coxon." 
R. Downie, Esq. 
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'*Oct. 29, 1 86 1. — At a meeting of the ministers, church- 
wardens, the gentlemen of the twenty-four and rated in- 
habitants of Chester-le-Street, duly convened — Present : 

The Eev. J. P. Depledge, in the chair. W. R. Sheill, Esq. 

Henry Fen wick, Esq., M.P. Mr. John Crawford. 

The Rev. E. H. Shipperdson. Mr. S. Robinson. 

Major Johnson. Mr. G. E. Steele." 

Abm. Story, Esq. 

"The Eev. J. P. Depledge and A. Story having re- 
quested Mr. Matw. Thompson to inspect the parish church 
and draw up a report of the alterations necessary therein, 
Mr. Thompson, at the request of the meeting, read his report. 
It was then proposed by Major Johnson, and seconded 
by Rev. E. H. Shipperdson, that immediate steps be 
taken to restore the parish church, and re-arrange the sit- 
tings according to plans and specification furnished by Mr. 
Thompson, and that the expense thereof be defrayed by 
voluntary subscription. Carried unanimously. 

" Proposed by H. Fenwick, Esq., seconded by A, Story, 
Esq., that while recognizing the propriety of the law by 
which the churchwardens are called upon to seat the 
parishioners in the parish church, it is the opinion of this 
meeting, where no legal impediment exists, that the sit- 
tings shall be free. Carried unanimously. 

" Proposed by Major Johnson, seconded by Mr. S. Robin- 
son, that the following gentlemen be appointed a com- 
mittee to carry out the objects of the above resolutions, 
viz. : — The gentlemen named in the faculty, the Rev. E. 
H. Shipperdson, H. Fenwick, Esq., and H. T. Morton, Esq.; 
and that the Rev. J. P. Depledge and A Story, Esq., be 
joint secretaries and treasurers, and that they be requested 
to collect the subscriptions. Carried unanimously.'* 

" Feb. 6, 1862. — At a meeting of the committee for carry- 
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ing out the proposed alterations in the parish church, 
present — 

The Rev. J. P. Depledge, in the chair. Major Johnson. 
Henry Fen wick, Esq., M.P. Mr. John Crawford. 

Ah. Story, Esq. Mr, S. Robinson. 

The architect, Mr. Wm. Thompson, being present, repre- 
sented to the meeting that Messrs. Wait and Howard of 
ifewcastle-upon-Tyne were prepared to enter into a con- 
tract for the specified work (or such portions thereof as 
might be determined upon), and to give security for the 
due performance of the same. It was proposed by Henry 
Fenwick, Esq., and seconded by Abraham Story, Esq., that 
the tender of Messrs Wait and Howard be accepted, but 
that the fabric of the church be not interfered with before 
Easter." 

"Apr. 22, 1862. — The accounts having been passed, and 
those of Pelton (;^20, 6s. sjd.), Birtley (£20, 33. iid.), 
and Lumley (;^I0, 3s. 2jd.) allowed, the Eev. H. Barrett 
stated to the meeting that 20 years having passed since 
the consecration of Pelton Church, and that by the Act of 
Parliament under which it was formed a parish church it 
was now free from contribution to the mother church, it 
was moved by Mr. Morton, seconded by Col.* Johnson, 
that Pelton is now a distinct parish and independent of 
the mother church, and answerable for its own rates, and 
entitled to collect the same." 



EESTORATION AND RE-OPENING OF THE PARISH CHURCH. 

" The parish church was re-opened amidst general re- 
joicing on the 9th. Dec. 1862, after having been closed for 
seven months for the purpose of restoration ; during that 
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period Diidne service was celebrated in the National 
School. 

" The Et. Eev. the Lord Bishop of Durham, accompanied 
by the Eev. J. E. Hall, rural dean, rector of Bolden, 
arrived at the west entrance to the church at 1 1 o'clock, 
where he was received by the clergy and churchwardens. 
Having then formed in procession, they were conducted 
to their respective places and the service of the day 
commenced. 

" Prayers were read by the Eev. J. P. Depledge, senior 
curate of the parish. The Eev. E. M*Gowan, curate, 
read the first lesson. The Eev. T. H. Chester, incum- 
bent of South Shields, read the second lesson. The Eev. 
J. R Hall, rural dean, assisted the bishop in the com- 
munion service and concluding prayers. The Lord Bishop 
preached from Isaiah vi 2, after which the offertory 
was taken, amounting to the munificent sum of £70, 
I2S. ojd. 

"In the evening prayers were read by the Eev. E. 
M'Gowan ; the first lesson by the Eev. D. Bruce, incum- 
bent of Ferry Hill ; the second lesson by the Eev. J. P, 
Depledge ; and the sermon was preached by the Eev. E. 
H. Williamson, incumbent of Lamesly. 

" On both occasions the church was crowded with over- 
flowing congregations, consisting of upwards of forty clergy, 
who occupied the chancel, the principal gentry of the 
neighbourhood and the parishioners generally; and to mark 
the general interest taken in the great work, the tradesmen 
of the village closed their shops, and the day was observed 
as a general holiday. 

" The restoration, which was conducted with great care 
under the superintendence of Mattw, Thompson, Esq., 
architect, Newcastle-on-Tyne, assisted by the constant 
supervision of the committee, is of a very extensive char- 
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acter. The low-pitched, one-spanned roof, with its plaster 
ceiling and cornice, has been removed ; the roof and walls 
of the nave have been raised to their original pitch ; and a 
three-spanned, open-timbered roof substituted. The plaster 
has been stripped ofif the walls, and the stone- work neatly 
pointed ; the thickly whitewashed and mutilated columns, 
capitals, and arches have been cleaned, chiselled, and re- 
paired. The chancel arch and the two adjoining have been 
entirely rebuilt, owing to the decay of the old ones ; a portion 
of the blank wall has been removed in the chancel, and an 
arch erected, thus providing an organ chamber. The west 
arch, dividing the tower from the nave, which was built up, 
has been re-opened, producing a fine efifect from west to east. 
A cumbrous gallery running across the entire west end has 
also been removed. The whole of the flooring and flagging 
was taken up, and the soil excavated to the depth of two 
feet, and being all laid over with a thick coating of con- 
crete, has removed the poisonous and unwholesome exha- 
lations which previously existed. The chancel floor and 
sacrarium are laid in neat device with Minton's encaustic 
•tiles. The old oak unsightly pews have been worked into 
.backs for the new open seats, the new ends of which are 
simply carved. The Lambton pew, built out from the 
north wall, has, with great liberality, been given up by the 
Earl of Durham as a gallery for the Sunday-school chil- 
dren. The reading desk and pulpit are new, the oak of neat 
and simple design, carved in open tracery. An eagle with 
outspread wings, the gift of the Eev. J. P. Depledge and 
his wife, stands at the entrance to the chancel. This work, 
possessing great artistic- skill, is from the studio of Signer 
Bulletti. The gas lights, hitherto stretching from the 
pillars, are replaced by beautiful twisted brass standards, 
surmounted by St. Cuthbert's cross, with three lights each. 
Various other beneficial alterations in and around, the 
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building have also been effected, so that it now presents an 
appearance of which the parish may well be proud, the 
crowning point of all being that, through the good feeling 
and noble self-sacrifice of individuals, the seats are all free 
and unappropriated, subject to the regulations of the church- 
wardens, whose duty it is to seat the parishioners. The sub- 
joined subscription list will testify that Churchmen and 
others in the parish of Chester-le-Street are alive to their 
responsibilities, and that thus supported the church must 
here for ever flourish. After morning service, the Bishop 
and clergy, together with a numerous party of laymen, 
were entertained at luncheon at the Lambton Arms, under 
the presidency of the Earl of Purham. 

" A brass tablet on the north pillar of the chancel arch 
indicates that this church was restored by voluntary con- 
tributions ii 1862." 
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of the chancel^ ordered that it should be placed at the 
east end of the chancel, and protected from rude approach 
by rails. Eails were everywhere destroyed during the 
great rebellion under Cromwell, but in nearly every case 
afterwards restored." The date of the entry in our parish 
rolls, above alluded to, was the very year Laud was 
appointed Archbishop of Canterbury. Eeference is also 
made several times to a Litany desk. One seems to have 
been made in 1676, and to have been repaired in the 
year 1693. This desk or faldstool was jiaced in the 
chancel or. nave, facing east, and the Litany was said or 
sung by the minister kneeling at it, with his back to the 
people. The vessels used at the holy communion are often 
referred to. In 161 8, 2 flaggons were provided for the 
church. In 1736, the following vessels are enumerated: 
*' 2 pewter flaggons, i silver chalice, 2 silver plates." These 
vessels were stolen. 

THE churchwardens' ACCOUNTS FOR THE TEAR. 
1606. 

Impr, 

The minister aad churckwardens for riding to New- 
castle upon Lamas Daye for bringeing of parchment 
for makmg of a new register books, smd for twenty- 
four greate skins of parchment of the largest size . 14s. 4d. 

For a string of the three of clock bell .. . . i6d. 

Pd. for a lantran to the s^ton .... 8d. 

1607. 

Item, 
The minister and churchwardens for goeing about 

the parish to coUect moneye of y« recusants by 

vertue of a warrand from the justice in charge • isd. 

P* for a welccttne upon Mr. Barker at the last time 

he came and did give us a sermon • . . isd. 
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Pd. to William Harbotle for two fox heads . . 1 2d. 

Pd. to the minister his wage 15s. 8d. 

1608. 
Item, 

In charge the minister, churchwardens, and sexton 
for making up of a present, and takeing a reckin- 
inge and account of the sexton for the receyving 
money for providing for bread and wine for the 
communion . 4s. 6d. 

Given to two poor criples having testimonials for to 

collect in the churches for their relief e . » lod. 

1609. 

For a paper booke of recorde wherein ore written the 
names of all inhabitants of y* parish as they paye 
money for the providing of bread and wyne, every 
one in order and due course, and for written of the 
same . lod. 

The second daie of June, when the parish did 
assemble and meete together for taxinge of al 
possessors of lande and coole pittes . . .5s. 

To the clarke his wholl yearse wages for washing the 
surplices and for findinge of greese to the bells and 
oyntment to the clocke 2s. Sd. 

The 20th daye of December the minister and church- 
wardens for goinge aboute the parish for taken a 
notice of the names of all recusantes, their children 
and servants 2s. yd. 

1610. 
Item. 
In charges the churchwardens and a clarke for going 
about the parish and warning of the recusants to 
come and appear before his Majestie^s justices, for 
taking of the oath of allegiance . . . .13s. 
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Given to a stranger borne at Jerusalem, who had a 
testimonial under the Greate Seale, for a collection 
for his redemption and payment of his ransome to 
the Turks I2d. 

Pd. for three quarters of butter, bread and aile, to y* 
whife of Richard Lawson and his family, being 
visited 4s. 

Given to collectors for relief e of an archbishop, being 

a stranger . . gd. 

l6lT. 

The churchwardens for meetinge together and setting 
of things right amongst themselves . . .2s, 

Given to two poor travellers for their reliefe, who 
had two several! testimonials for collecting in the 
church I4d. 



1612. 

The 27th of May the churchwardens, meeting to- 
gether for seekeing for workmen to mak a fitt seete 
in a convenient place for brydgrumes, bryds, and 
sike wyves to sit in, and for providing a lock- 
smyth for to make keyes for the poor man's boxe , 2s. 6d. 

The fifte daye of August p* to the ringers in re- 
membrance of the most happye delivrance of his 
Ma"* from Gowrie's conspiracie * in Scotland . iis. 4d. 

The churchwardens and minister for going about the 
parish to give the worshipfull of the p-ish p-tic- 
ular warninge at their houses to mete for agreinge 
for stals, and also for taking anote how many ser- 
vants every recusante did kepe in their houses . 3s. id. 

* King James had been betrayed while on a hunting expedition by the 
Earl of Gowrie*8 brother in the year 1601, and very narrowly escaped with 
his life. It appears that the eyent was celebrated in after years as above. 
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For a man and a horse for carying in of the first 
edicion of a boke called the Appoligie * to Mr. 
Docter Colmor, who would not admitt it to serre, ^ 
and for bringeing of a new boke home from Dur- 
ham by my Lord of Durham's comandem*, in charge 1 2 d. 

Payd for a newe boke, intitled the works of that Eev- 
rend Father, John Jewell, late By'' of Sarisberge 20s. 

Pd. for making a new stall for the quire men to 

sit in . . . lod. 

Pd. for a day's work mendinge the floor of the min- 
ister's pewe and for making of a f oote stoolle . 1 2d. 

Pd. to a workman for making a dore to the poor 
man's boxe, and for making of seetes for bryd 
growmes, brydes, and sike wyves to sitt in . . 2od. 

To a poor woman that had 2 twynes ... 6d. 

The churchwardens two days for goeing to Durham, 
and for carrying in of the Bible to the archdeacon's 
court and for recarying of the same home agagne . 28. 5d. 

16 1 3. 

Wine for the communion . . . . . ' 8d. 

For a covering to the Book of Cannons. . . 3d. 

Given to one William Hinchfield who had a passe 
from Sir Thomas Gaets, knight. Governor of Peza, 
in the p-vince of V-ginia,t under the Honor- 
able the Lord Delamare, L president of the sayd 
p-vince, and vicegerent of our graeiouse sovigne 
King James i2d. 

* A Defence of the Church of England against Roman Catholicism, 
written by Dr. John Jewell, Bishop of Salisbury in 1560. James I. 
ordered a copy of it to be chained up for perusal in all parish churches. 

t Virginia was the first English colony. Seven years before this, James 
I. granted a charter to the London and South Virginia Company. In 
1610 Lord Delaware proceeded thither as Governor of Virginia, with a 
body of emigrants. — StudenU* Hume, p. 370. 
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Given to Mr. Francis Lawson, preacher, who made 

us a very good sermon for his charges . . 2& 8d. 

Given to a poor man that had a passport for gather- 
ings of reliefe in churches, whose houses and goods 
were consumed by fire and two of his children 
burned to ashes 6d. 

The minister, churchwardens for themselves, horses, 
and charges rydeingto Graitshead for the p-viding, 
buying, and bringing home of a Bible of the rarest 
vellum, newly revised,* and allowed and com- 
manded by his Ma"f in all churches to be read 
throughout his Ma*** Domynions ... 2s. 

The same day p-missed by the minister and Roger 
Haswell to the booke bynder for the same Bible 
booke for the wholl p-ishe of Chester . .116s. 8d. 

Payed for a button, silke, and strings wrought to- 
gether for the Bible booke .... 2s. 6d. 

Given to Robert baliefe and his wife, both lying 

sike in y® Anpheriche 6d. 

1614. 

The 3d daye of Maie the church wardens for appear- 
ing before Mr. Colmor, exhibiting of a p-sentment 
of the recusants and not communicants at Easter 
last in charges 2S. 2d. 

The 15 th of Maie give to a blind man of an hundreth 
yeares and ten, with a pasport under the justices' 
hand and scales 6d. 

The last daye of Julie, upon lines from the Most 
Honorable Charles Earle of Nottingham, be given 
unto one John Chester, late of Ratclyfe, in the 

* In 161 1 the Authorised Version of our Bible was issued. It is gener- 
ally said that there is no evidence that it was ordered to be used in 
churches by the King's command, but the above entry speaks decidedly, 
that it is allowed and commanded by the King. 

F 
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county of Middlesex, mariner, taken by the Turkes, 
who spoiled him of his shipe, called Prymeros of 
London, and toke all his goods in the same, to y" 
value of three hundreth pounds . . . . i2d. 

Paid to the minister his yeares fees . . . 6s. 8d. 

Out of the sesse payd to the hands of Mr. Edward 
Sutton for and toward the buylding of a church 
in the contray, wheare Ladye Elizabeth dwelleth . 68. 8d. 

The same day for carying in of the same in charges . 8d. 

The 1 6th daye of Februarye for a horse two days in 
the greate storme in certifyinge of my lord and 
his high commission', and for not apprehending of 
the bodyes of Michael Johnson of Tisisle and bis 
wife 4S. 

1615. 

Eeceived of John Claxton for the whole yeres rent 

of the Anchrishe ...... 66. 8d. 

Paid Mr. Hutton the first collection for Virginia . i8d. 

Paied the painter for whiting and painting of the 

church £^ 

Paied more for his drinke 6d. 

Paid at Mychaelmas to the clerke for his yeares 

wages 9s. 4d. 

Paid more to the Seggerstone for his wages . . 5 s. 
Paid to Mr. John Kinge for a proctor's fee in the 

suite against Mr. Willis 3s. 4d. 

Paid more to John Kinge for writing and engros- 

singe our awnswere in that suite . . .2s. 2d. 
Paid more at that tyme for 4 dynners at Durham , i6d. 

Paid more for the 4 c-wardens' diners the first meet- 

inge of y* 24 about the minister his election . i6d. 

Paid more for writing the two petitions sent to the 

Lo. Bishopp of Durham about the minister and 

recording of them in the church booke • • 3s. 
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Going to my Lo. B'^^^ to hear Mr. Willis preache . 2s. 5d. 
Paid for charges of Mr. Edwards, the preacher, who 

on St Andrew's Day did preach in Chester Church 4s. 
For a pottle of sacke sent to the preacher when Mr. 

Jeneson preached ^ 28. 

Paid for Sir Thomas Liddell his halfe yeres wage, 

the 2 2d of September 16 15 3s. '4d. 

1616. 

Disbursed by Rychard Catcheside for his breakfast 
as his goeing to Awcklande with the last petition 4d. 

For a quart of beare at that time .... 2d 

Paid for two quarts of sack given to the preachers 
the first of May 2s. 

For wyne and sugar to the gentlemen and 24 at 

Richard Fletcher's the 6tb of June . , . , . i8d. 



161 7. 

Paid for a bande rope to the nyene o'clock bell . 2s. 6d. 
Paid for one churchwarden's charges in goeingsto 

Durham with the rogue money . . . . 6d. 

Paid to the lingers for his Ma*'*" comeing by Chester 

the 25th of April! inst . . . . . 3s. 4d. 
Paid for Mr. Willis, the curate, his charges two tymes 

going to Durham about the Books of God and the 

King i6d. 

1618. 

Paid to John Browen of Chester for goeing to New- 
castle with one of his Ma***' carriages . . .7s. 4d 

Paid to John Rutter for one of the King's ma**** car- 
riages from Newcastle to Bishop Auckland . . 20s. 

Paid by the churchwardens at their goeing to Dur- 
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ham, when they were called in before Mr, Doctor 
Colinson, for p-viding of flaggooB for the church, 
ythj^ov , 28. lod. 

Paid for two flaggon pottB at Kewcastle for the use 
of the church, 6th December . . . .148. 8d. 

For charges of a churchwarden and his horse the same 

daye at buyeing. thereof ..... Sd. 



16 1 9. 

Paid for the charges of Mr. Housley, when he came 

to Chester Church to preadi the 29th of ApriU . 2s. 4d. 

Paid for mendinge of two locks of the chist in ihe . 

quire 4d. 

Given to a poor man. with a testimonial, the 6th 
of May, who had a childe beinge in the hands of 
surgions . . • 12s. 

Paid for two little hande stockes to gather the collec- 
tion on in the church 4d. 

Paid for one man goeing two tymes to Lamesley and 

. TanMd for the rogue money .... Sd. 

Paid for one man's charges for caneinge in the rogue 

money to the treasurer at Durham ... 8d. 

Paid the tre" at Durham money due for soldiers, 

mariners, and house of correction . . . 26s. 8d. 

Paid more for enlargeinge of the leathers for the clasps 

of the paraphrasis of Erasmus .... 4d. 

Paid more formakeing.of two chaynes and the irons 
whereupon Jewell and Hardin and the paraphrasis 
standeth on in the church ... .6s. 8d. 

Paid more to Robert Ladley for setting them upp and 

findeing leade f or it I2d. 

Paid fcflp charges of Mr. Fernieside, a quart of sacke, 
1 2d. ; for his dyner to Mr. Willis, 8d. ; and for his 
horse charges and other necessaries for him, in all 2S. 8d. 

Paid to one Charitie Wodd, who had the brode scale 
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for a collection for het husbande and sonne taken 

with the Turks 8d. 

Paid the remainder of the money due to marrieners, 

jaole, and house of correction . . . • 15s. 8d. 
Paid to Francis Cole for sixe {daine tree plants for 

settinge in the ehuvehyarde • , . . ars. 

1620. 

Paid for twelve yeards of sparkie velvett for the pul- 
pitt cloth, at 4s. y* yearde 488. 

Paid for tenn yeardes for the tablecloth and quishions 
at 3s. y* yearde 308. 

Paid for twentie-eight ownces of fringe for them . 9s. 4d. 

Paid for fustain to lyne the quishions . . . i8d. 

Paid for sylke halfe an ounce to the newks of the 

quishions ........ i6d. 

And for flockes to stopp the quishions . . .2s. 

And for makeing of them all up . . . . 6& 

Paid by Humphrey Procter, which he received for 
halliebreade money, for wyne to Philipp Haswell at 
the first compiunion, by the churchwardens' ap- 
pointment 6s. 

Paid also by him by their appoint"* for bread at that 

tyme 6d. 

Paid by him more by there app*** for wine at the 
seconde communion of the whole parish . . 6s. 

And for breade at that time 6d. 

1621. 

Paid for thirtie- firdailes to lay the bell-house loft 30s. 

These churchwardens were sumoned to p-sent to 
certaine articles which were given in charge by 
the Ld. B**"' visitation some 4 yere& agoe, by the 
churchwardens then to be p-sented unto. But 

) these churchwardens eould neither see nor have 
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the same, and for their neglect herein (whereof 
they hold themselves free, because by the curate 
the articles was lost) they were fyned for there 
contempt of excommunication, which they hope 
the parish will allowe the sume of . . . 4s. 6d. 

Given to John Barwen towards the buying of a new 

coate at Lambton 6d. 

Paid for five f ote of glasse, and mending thirtie hooles 

in the church wyndoes 5s. 6d. 

Paid to James Wilson for a dyall to the churchyarde 3s. 

Paid for the charges for wynes and dyners of one Mr. 
Sheereinge, sent by Mr. Doctot Cradock to make 
a sermon in the week tyme ' . . . .2s. 

Paid upon a briefe for the maintenance of Izeland 

of Aldemey • , , . . . . • i8d. 

1622, 

Paid for charges of 3 churchwardens when they went 
to Lamesley and Tanfielde parishes about the first 
demande for them to contribute to the orgaines . i8d. 

Bestowed in drink of Mr. Taylor when he came first 

about the orgaines . . . . . . 2s. lod. 

Paid for one man's charges to Aucklande when my 
Lo. wrote about the orgaines . . . . 3s. 

Paid for Mr. Wilson's horse hire at his goeing to 

Eippon to see the orgaines 4s. 8d. 

Paid to Eobert Marley for his meare which John 
Wilson ridd on that journey . . . .4s. 

Paid for the charges of these two men at that jour- 
ney to Eippon • • 108. 

Paid one half of orgaines . . . £^0, 

More in wyne when the orgaines was sett up and 
finished 3s. 

Paid to Jerard for tynnesele he bought at Newcastle 
for the orgaine pipes. For laying the same on the 
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pipes bothe green and white at the parishes 

charges after the orgainea were, sett .npp, and for 
. putting the same in perfect order after the frame 

was sett up about it 13s. 4d. 

Paid carriage of orgaines from Rippon to Chester . 40s. 
Paid for a locke and key to hang on the orgaines . 4d* 

Paid to Eobert Marley for a chaire for the orgainist 

to sitt on 2S, 

Paid for Jerard's charges during the tyme he was at 

Chester layeing on the tinsele on the orgaines . 6s. 8d. 

1623. 

Paid to the ringers at Prince Charles his home-come- 

ing* . . . . . . . . 2S. 8d. 

Paid for conveyenge a p-soner to York by generall 

warrant I2d. 

Paid to Matthew Reede for one moneths alloweance 
for keeping the desolate child left to the p-ish, 
3*-, and for a paire of stockings to it 4**, in all . 3s. 4d. 

Given to a poor preacher who made a sermon here . i8d. 

1624. 

Paid to John Hodgson of Durham, for mending the 
orgaines 20s. 

Paid to Leonard Hedley for flooreing of the church 
and wyieng of the flaggs for it at 6*- per yard . 25s. 

Paid for charges when the churchwardens were called 
to Durham for 6"- 8'** fyne for not ringeing when 
the Bishop came throwe Chester .... 6d. 

1625. 

Paid to Ferrie the piper's wife for Avoidinge'her out 

of the p-ishe when he was pressed for a soldier . i2d. 

* On his return from Madrid, where he had engaged himself to the 
Princess Henrietta, daughter of the Spanish king, whom he afterwards 
married. 
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Given to a strange B-^^ that travailed throwe the 
countrie 2S. 

Paid to Mr. Willis for readinge of a note . . 4d. 

Paid to John Harrison's boy for bloweing the orgaines 

by appointment of the parish . . . . 2s. 6d. 

Paid for a leather bagg for carrienge the challis and 
books about the p-ish, in tyme of receiveing the 
communion 6d. 

Given to Mr. Snape a pottle of wyne on Easter day, 
when he both preached and served the communion 28. 

Paid for mending the anchorishe wall . . .6s. 8d. 

1626. 

Paid to Mr. Willis, curate, for his whole yeares allow- 
ance by consent of the p-ish towards his house 
rent 68. Sd. 

Paid for two new books sent to the church by his 
Ma*^*" appointment .... . . 2s. 

Paid to a little boy who came with a passe, and his 

father had been taken by Dunkirke . . . 6d. 

1627. 

Paid for ei^t yards of clothe for a ratchett for the 

clerk of the parish . . . . . . 13s. 

Paid to George Procter for cutting the earth from 

the north church dore 1 2d. 

Given to gentlemen soldiers who had bene taken 

with Spindola,*^ and had a passe ... 6d. 

Given to two saylors who were robd by the Dunkirks 

and had a passe 4d. 

Given to Rob*- and Richarde Bainbrigge, two lynnen 

drapers, who had great losse . . . . i2d. 

* Spinola was the commander of the Spanish anny in the Palatinate, 
one of the greatest generals of his day. 
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Given to 4 soldiers who bene sore maimed in his 

Ma*^** service 2s. 8i 

Paid to Mr. Christopher Hedworth abontthe sloodog^ 

bringeing into the p-ish 5& 

Paid in charges to Mr. Ducker when he came about 

the Books of Prayer last 6d« 

Paid fore one Prayer Book, by his Ma"** appdntment 

by proclamation i4d. 

1628. 

Paid and given to an Irishewoman who had her hus- 
bande taken by the Frenchmen • . . . 2s. 6d 

Given to one who was robbed by the highewaye . 8d. 

Paid to Wm. Porter for the Prayer for the Fleete . 2d. 

Paid for jeuellinge upp the church allies . . , I4d. 

Paid to Thos. Hedley for layeing the flaggs down in 

the midle alley 6d. 

Paid for repairing the church chest with iron worke 

and for letteringe it and making locks and keys . 8s. 4d. 

Paid for a newe Common Bboke . . . . los. 

Paid by these churchwardens for Mr, Willis, his halfe 
yere's house rent due at Martinmas 1628, and not 
paid by the former churchwardens, which is all the 
parish is to be taxed with unlesse there be further 
agreement, the some of los. 

1636. 

Payd for Mr. Willis' house rent .... 20s. 

Paid for Mr. Willis' cone* the charge of his house 
rente ... ...... 5s. 

Paid to Humphrey Proctor for going about the p-ish 
to wame the knights, gentlemen, and the 24 
aboute the church business when Mr. Willis first 
entered the Ancharidge 8d. 

* A blood-hound. 
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Payd to the poor wydowes who wanted reliefe when 

. Mr.. Willis first entered the Ancharidge . . .2s. 

Payd to Izabell Carr for watching with the poore 
wydowes in the Ancharidge for feare of some dis- 
pleasure done them by Mr. Willis ... 8d* 

Pay'd to Wm. Ladley for walling a window in the 

Ancharidge 4d. 

Payd when the churchwardens wenii to Durham 
when Mr. Willis p-cured a warrant to duck the 
poor wydowes 6d. 

Payd more when Mr. Willis made a second enteric 
into the Ancharidge, and put out the poor wydowes 
and theire household stutfe, whereupon possession 
was gotten againe, and the poor wydowes put in 
againe, by reason whereof three men were put in 
to assist them ' . . . . . . .3s. 

Payd to Wm. Ladley for a barr to the iner doore . 3d. 

Pay'd to KicharJ Haswell for mending' the lock and 
the key of the Ancharidge the first time Mr. 
Willis entered i2d. 

Payd more for a new lock and key for the Ancha- 
ridge doore the second tyme Mr. Willis entered . i2d. 

Payd for mending the church wyndowes, beinge 
blowen forth with the wynd . • . .6s. 

Payd when the churchwarden went to Newcastle 
about a Booke of Homylies and there was none to 
be had 6d. 

Payd to Elizabeth Wheldon when Mr. Willis hurte 
her the last tyme that he entered into the Ancha- 
ridge, for that she was not able to go into the 
p-ish for her relief e . . . ... i2d. 

Payd to Mary Haswell for Mr. Shaw and Mr. Ogle, 
with their servant and theire horses, for a ser- 
mone one St Thomas Day Ss. 6d. 

Pay*d to Mr. Ogle for a sermon one Christmas Day, 

for his charge his man and his horse , . . los. 2d. 
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Pd to John Sparrow for gyving notice of a sermon . 4d. 

Paid to a poors woman, who haveing her husband 
murtheared in his bedd and haveing certifycaite 
from Scotland and a passe to travell to London- • i2d« 

Paid upon tryeall of a Sloo Dog w"* polld have beene 

kepte in the p-ish upon likeing . . . .3s. 4d. 

1632. 

Pay'd to six travellers i2d. 

Pay'd to a poore scholler which came to make a 

sermon . . '. '. . '. . . i2d. 

Payd to a traveller with a certificate, who sustained 
great losse by fire with the losse of 2 children 
which was bumte • i2d. 

Payd for a quarte of sacke and a quarte of clarett 
when Mr. Cole did preach upon the 9*** of 
December. . . ' I9d. 

Payd to a traveller in the Christmas hallydayes . i8d. 

Payd to a laborer for carryeinge the earthe out of 

the church 6d. 

Payd for dressinge out of the vestrye . . • 6d. 

Payd to a preacher upon Palme Sunday . . .5s. 

Payd more for his charge with the minister and one 
. churchwarden 4s. 

1633- £ S' d. 

Pay'd for the barr of barrier worke before the com- 
munion table . 2 00 GO 

For bande stays and other iron about the barrier 

worke 074 

The communion table o 18 o 

Por whiting, the phurch an4 writing sentences and 

setting up the king'ff arms . . . . . 3 01 o 

Por flagging the church, walling up the porch wall, 

and carrying foyth thfi rub^ishe .. .. • . i 06 9 
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1634. 



Our fyne for not ringing when the Biehopp came 

throng towne o 

Pay'd ringers when he returned from his yisitation a 
Payd for an horse when Mr. Dowker came to 

chrishen Eoger Simpson's childe 
To Mr. Stephenson for burying of a poor man 
Payd in charges sundry times when Mr. Cole 

preached 

To give passengers who suffered shipwreck . 

To Mr. Senwicke, gentleman, with his wife and 

children travelling to London . 
To Brian Maurice, a schoUer 
To Marie Eacliffe, that lost her hushand and 600^ 

by fire, having 9 children .... 



£ 8. d. 



6 8 

2 6 

6 

1 o 

8 8 



1636. 

Payd to John Eobson for poyntingthe steeple . 16 00 o 

Given in Wine, ^e, ahd cakes, when Mr. Hutch- 
inson and his scholars were here, 2*- of Aug^ . 050 

When we bespok diner at Mary HaswelFs for Mr. 

Archdeacon, who came not . . ' . . 068 

To Ann Hamilton, whose father was taken by 

pirats GIG 

Por a new Booke of Comand^' 2 Bookes of the Paste, 

and one Booke of Thanksgiveing . . . o 1 1 o 



1637. 



Given for anthems . . . . . • 00 02 go 

Given to Mr. Bankes, being a poor schoUar . . . 00 01 gg 

Charges when Mr. Cooper preached . . . 00 04 g6 

Por a Sermon Booke • . . , • . 00 09 06 
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£ 8. d. 

To Mr. Watkins, minister, when he went into Wales oo 05 00 
For ringing when my L. went and came through the 

towne . • . . • • . • 00 03 00 

When Mr. Cempson preached . . . 00 10 00 

We desire allowance for 2 light doUers taken for the 

asssessment at Harraton 00 02 08 

1638. 

When Mr. Todd preached, for his paynes and our 

expenses . . . . . . . . 00 15 06 

For mending Mrs. Hutchinson's seate . . . 00 01 00 

1639. 

When Mr. Swinbome came to visitt here . . 00 07 00 
Eighteen yards of lineti cloth for a surpless, bord 

cloth, and napkin, at 20* per yearde . . . 01 10 00 

More making the surpless, bord cloth, &c. . . 00 06 08 
The Booke of Thanksgiving for the 27th of March, 

5 th of Oc**'- Homilies in 2 times of como*^ . 00 13 00 

A new dore to the churchyard wall . . . 00 05 00 

The deik's wages • 00 10 00 

1640. 
P*d to two men for watching the church . . 00 01 04 
Paid when the joyner of Bransforth came to rew 

the font cover 00 04 02 

Paid to the workmen for taken away the font and 

cover 00 05 00 

1641. 

For setting up the font 00 10 00 

To people fled from Ireland-* . . . . 00 17 10 

* A rebellion in Ireland under Roger More caused the most fearful 
slaughter of the English residents in that country, thousands were put to 
death, whilst many fled to England, and collections were made for them 
throughout the country. . . 
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1642. £ 8. d. 

Paid to a pore minister ^ . . .. . 00 01 00 
F* to two gentlemen by direction of the 24 . .00 02 00 



1644. 

To Mr. Banks, a banished minister . . . 00 02 06 

Charges with the preacher of Washington . . 00 02 06 
For bread and wine at a communion at Whitsuntide 

^^^ 00 01 07 

For giving notice to the ministers to meet at Chester 00 00 08 

For a messenger to Mr. Hicks . . , . 00 00 08 
Charges when he preached • . . . 



00 02 00 



Paid to Justice Whittinghame, for the parish of 
Chester, the collection to the Protestaats in the 
Dukedom .of Savoy . 



02 II 02 



1657. 

Impr. 

Pd. Mr. Grene, the plumber, for laying the leeds 

and mending them where holde or broken , . 00 1 1 00 
For his diet, lodginge, and drincke for 2 days . . 00 03 06 
Pd. to Robt. Robinson for two days helping the 

plumber . . . . . . , , 00 02 00 

Paid by Anthony Samson to the glasener for 20 

foote of glass at 5*^ y* foote , . . . 00 08 04 
For 10 dozen of paines at 8^ y* dozen , . . 00 06 08 
To Roger Haswell for a beU tongue weighing 28 

pounds • . . • . , , . GO 06 00 
For the church gate hanginge 00 o 
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1658. 

Pd. Go. Procter for helping to take down the bels 

Pd. Tho. Younger for layinge the church rack 

Pd. Bob. Somersed when he lay sick 

For a new shovle for y* church 

For groninge y^'shovle . 

For bell strings and clock strings . 

For a new Begister Booke 



O 



I 
I 

4 

I 

o 

16 

5 



d. 
o 
6 



1660. 
Whereof disburst for y* king's arms * . . • o 14 o 

JO. Watson's acoomft, 1661. 

Laide out for dressinge the church stock for the 

yeare '60 068 

Paid Cuthberte Rutter for a dayes worke fittinge the 
mould DIG 

Jan, 7, 1 66 1. — Given to Elizabeth Rasleye, who had 
a certificate from Sir John Corners and the Mayor 
of Durham, dated Jan. 4, whereby she was per- 
mitted to travel to Carlisle and relief by the way 010 

March 2, 1661. — Pd. this day to Ed. Maddeson, of 
XJrpeth cole pits, for Tom Stack, sick and redy to 
starve ,016 

June ^16, 1 66 1. — Collected to a breife f for Henry Harri- 
son, mariner, who lost his ship, nine shillings sixpence. 
Collected for the losse by fire in the towne of Greate Drayton, 
June the 24, 1661, 7s. 6d. Collected to the breife for the fire 
at South Wouldale, Soulby, eight shillings and ninepence. 

* On the i^estoration of .Charlois II. . 

t *^ The word brief in our Prayer Book signifies the sovereign letters 
patent, authorising a collection for a charitable purpose ; as they are now 
styled Queen's letters."— iTooib'^ Church Dictionary, 
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^^Juhj 21, 1 66 1. — Collected to the breife at Uminster, the 
nth day of August 1661, ten shillings lower pence. Collected 
to the breife for the repaire of Eippan Church, Sept. 15, 1661, 
ten shillings. Collected to the breife for the repaire of Ponte- 
fract Churchy Sept. 29, 1661, ten shillings.*' 

THE AOOOMPTS OF THE OHUROHWARDENS OF CHESTER FOR THIS ; 
YBARB, 1664. 

Paid to the ringers on Coronation Day 

Payd for the cushion to the pulpit 

Iron barrs belonging to the frames before the altar 

For mending and getting up the frames 

For bandes and nayles 

For whitning the church four pound ten shillings 

For an iron frame belonging to the pulpit . . .50 

THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCHWARDENS FOR THE YEARE 1665. 

Receipts, ' ' jC s, d. 

For the use of the church stock . . . . 04 oq oo 

Disburse 
Paid to John Hedley for flagging the church • . 3 6 i 
Paide to Peter Sympson for leading the flags . .150 
Payd for the prisoners in the goale . . .250 

Payd for the lame souldjers and marriners . .4110 
Payd for ringing when the L* Bishopp came 

through 030 

Payde for a Booke of Comon Prayer for the fast 

day* . . . . . . . .026 

Payd for casting the great bell and hanging of her 

and the other two bells 38 12 o 

Payd for carrying stones and dressing the church 

yeard .028 

♦ Probably ordered on account of the plagae of London, which raged 
this year. The deaths were reported to reach 10,000 a week. 
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1666. 

8, d. 

For drinke to the workmen at hanging the bell . ,16 

For mending the communion table . . . ,20 

For a covering to the font S o 

For colouring the rayles . ... . .30 

For a new table cloath 78 

Clark's wages . . . . . . . . 10 o 

1667. 

Impr, . jC 8, d, 

Pd. John Hedley for setting the font . . . 00 11 00 

Item. 
Pd. in charges for bread and wine at Whitesuntide 

and Christmas 00 01 05 

Pd. to Eobert Flemin for mending a band for the 

church chist . . . . . . • 00 01 00 

Pd. to William Tewart for bringing home the great 

bell, and his charges to Tanfield . . . 00 12 02 

Pd. for making way to the north dore . . . 00 02 06 

1670.- 

Tmpr. 

For a Book of Articles 00 04 00 

For clensing the belfray for ringing the 29 of May . 00 05 00 

For a clocke rope . .. 00 04 00 

For ringing the 5th of iS^ovember . . , . . 00 05 00 

For a stirrup to the middle bell . . . . 00 00 08 
For Thomas Pearsipn and his man for kilting the. 

bells 00 04 00 

For a pulpit cloath and new table cloath . . 01 12 08 

For fringe to the same 00 06 06 

For makeing of both 00 06 06 

For wool that stuffed 4 cushions - . . . 00 02 02 

For two fox head^ - - - - . . 00 02 00 

G 
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£ s. d. 

Clarke's wages oo lo oo 

For washing the sirpliss and table cloath . . oo 06 00 

For Procter's wages 00 07 00 

For a new booke . . . . . . 00 03 00 

For four lockes and cottowalls . . . . 00 01 04 

For eight pate heads 00 04 00 

1672. 

Impr, 
For cotterels, wedges, and for mending the stilt of 

the bell 00 01 04 

To a minister .• 00 02 06 

When Mr. Johnson preached . . , . 00 02 00 
For nailes and mending the church kay . . 00 00 04 

1673. 

Impr. 

For a new spade 020 

For 15 yeards of cloath for ye pulpit , . . i 10 o 

For silk 012 

For 16 yeards of fringe o 10 o 

For a stopple for the bell 016 

To a distressed seaman . . . . .010 

For a citation 070 

To Thos. Coxan for rowling the belL long . .050 

For the syrplice .150 

For a pulpit door 064 

To the clerk for ringing the hours and washing the 

syrplice , . . . . . , . o 16 o 

1674. 
Impr, 
Paid for the great bell repair . , . . . 00 06 08 

Paid for a Prayer Book 00 03 06 

Paid for the minister 00 02 00 
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£ 8, d. 

For the visitation holden at Chester . . . oo 03 oo 

For the minister then 00 02 00 

For one sack of coles 00 00 06 

Paid Marly 6 dayes work, 2"- per day . . . 00 12 00 

For 21 J pound of putey 00 17 00 

Paid Marlys wife for 6 days' work . . . 00 03 00 

Paid Heugh Dean for the 10 Commandments, and 

the pointer of the clock 01 17 00 

For a peck of lyme . . . . • . 00 00 02 
Paid when Mr. Martin preached, Mr. Hume being 

sick . . . . . . . . . 00 02 06 

Paid for an order which came for repairing the church 

walls • 00 05 10 



1675. 
Impr, 
For a proclamation 
For rowling ye bell tongue, &c 



00 02 06 
00 02 10 



1676. 
Impr. 

Paid for bread and wine at Xmas . , . . 00 03 02 

For two Horters 00 01 00 

Forfurdales to ye church gates . . . . 00 06 00 

For bringing them up from Lambton . . . 00 00 04 

In part for y* Litany desk 00 06 00 

To Bryan Hopper in part for y* Litany desk , . 00 04 00 

Paid to John Marchell for the broach * mending . 01 00 00 

For ringing at the visitation here . . . . 00 02 06 

For s bowls of lyme 00 03 09 

For y® Book of Homilies, Cannons, &c. . . . 02 00 00 

* Broach, an old word for the church spire. 
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1677. 

Impr, £ 8, d. 

To a distressed captain 00 00 06 

For mending the bell-house window . . . 00 00 03 
By Justice Morland, order for a passe to get a child 

to Barwick . 00 02 06 

To the child 00 01 00 

To three travellers what had a passe . . . 00 01 00 

Paid to cripples 00 00 06 

Paid for brushes for y* church . ' . . . 00 00 04 

For ranging the leather to Thos. Pearson . . 00 00 03 

To Thos. Pearson for mending y* great window , 00 00 03 

For the exchange of the church flaggons . • . 00 06 04 

To Bryan Joster for mending the altar doore . . 00 00 06 



1678. 
Impr, 
For 3 locks to the church . 
For 5 brock * heades . 
For mending the clerk's pew 
For a Eegister Book . 
For a canopee to the pulpit . 
Towards the building of the Grecian Church 

1679. 

Impr, 
More when y® Bp. came through . 

For a surplice 

For ringing y® hours . . 



1680. 

Impr, 
For a commission to Mr. Sissons .... 
For 3 yards of stuffe for cuishons and y® cloath for 

wool to stop them for making of y* and going to 



Newcastle 



00 03 06 
00 02 06 
00 02 00 
00 04 06 
05 00 00 
00 02 06 



00 02 06 

01 16 08 
00 10 00 



00 06 08 



00 II 00 



A badger. 
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For treating y* Arch Deacon 

For ringing for y? Arch Deapon . 

For raising y* churcli poarch, &c.,. 

For minnions to y® church windows 

For an order for net firing y* to Mr. Sissons 



04 18 05 
00 04 00 
00 II 00 
00 00 06 
00 08 08 



Imp*- . . 

To the coroner . . 
Einging for the archdeacon 



1683. 



00 01 00 
00 OS 00 



1684. 

Imp*- 

For a bottle of wine to a stranger y* preached . . 00 01 00 

For mending y* Latiny desk 00 01 06 

To a poor man who lost his wife, 3 ch., and 9 ser*" 

by fire 00 01 00 

For a post letter . 00 00 07 

For s fowmert * heads 00 01 08 

For 2 poor boxes for y® poor • • . . . . 00 13 06 

For strings to y* ch. book 00 01 00 

For a syrplice , . , • . , , 02 08 00 

1685. 

For bringing home the church chist . . . 00 01 08 

For a barr to the church 00 03 00 

P* to Mr. Lumley for the church chist . . . 01 00 00 

For glazing the church . . . • . . 00 06 09 

1687. 

Paid to the parson 00 05 00 

Fouker of cools 00 00 02 

* A poleoat. 
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For dresing the cloth and the plate 
For a fouker of cools . . • 



£ s. d. 
oo 03 00 

00 02 06 



1688. 

Thos. Eoninson 3 days at 18* per day, for mending 

the stepoll 00 04 06 

One laboror 5 days 00 03 04 

Half a pounde of candels . . . . . 00 00 02 
A carpinter halph a day . . . • . . 00 00 08 

Paid to the boshopp men 00 02 00 

Paid for ringing for the prince of Wayls . . 00 05 00 

Paid when the boshoopp came through the towne . 00 02 06 



November the 7'*' 1689. 

Eeceived and paid for the benfiF. of the French pro- 
distants the sume of two pounds f9wer shillings 
fower pence. Witness our hands the day and 
yeare ffirst above written 02 04 04 

Daniel Thwayts, curate. 

James Owen. 

Alexander Hall. 

1690. 

For mending the church clock this yeare . . 01 08 04 
Paid for mending one flaging and money to the 

distressed Jewish prodistants • . . . 00 02 03 



1691. 

For mending the Lattoney desk . 
For two hundred of latts to the vesterry 
For 600 of latt brods at 5d. per hundered 
For spikins to the vesterry . . 



00 00 06 
00 07 00 
00 02 06 
00 01 09 
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For mending a spade and a glasp to the person 

pew 00 00 04 

For mackeing two gugins and putting in . .00 03 00 
Paid to the person . , , * . . 00 01 03 
Paid for a sirpcloth • • * • . . 01 13 00 



1693. 

Paid to the person for keeping the booke 
For mending the Letteney desk , 
Paid for a Common Prayer Booke 

1694. 

For broms and juniper to the church 

For mending the porch yam . 

For mending the Common Prayer Booke 

For dressing the tjhurdi f ower time 

Paid when person Long was heare 

Drink to the plumers .... 

Paid for drink at Stobert's . 

For vewing the rofiFe of the church 

Drink to the plumers .... 



01 00 00 
00 00 06 
00 12 02 



00 00 04 
00 01 00 
00 02 06 
00 01 06 
00 01 06 
00 07 06 
00 04 00 
00 03 06 
00 02 03 



Ryding charges when the church was broken . 00 10 00 

For harre and wool to the cishin . , . . 00 05 00 

For silk and thride 00 01 00 

For two cracketts 00 05 00 

For the Ankerish chiriiley 00 01 00 



November ^d, 1701. 
Imp*' 
Drising y® curch against Christmas 
Paid for a swill for y® cuishon 



00 01 00 
00 00 03 
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£ ». d. 
Paid for drising y* curch against Ester . , ,000100 

Paid for a potoU of wine for Thomas Wilkeson • 00 01 08 

To Thomas Pearson for three coUwhoates . . 03 1 1 00 

Paid to James Owens' wife for dressing y* church . 00 02 00 

For mending y® sirploth neck •. *. . . 00 00 06 

Paid for three bottles of ale 00 00 09 

Thos. Pearson for three bell wheels . . . 03 1 1 00 

For mending y* poynter 00 05 00 

For y* great bell's'brass 00 03 00 

Paid y* Parson , 01 00 00 

Paid for two bottles of ale 00 00 06 

Paid Thos. Pearson for upholding y® bell wheels for 

7 yeare at 3 shillings per year • . , . 00 03 00 

1762. 

Paid for ink powder 006 

Paid for a Book of Homilies o 14 o 

1765. 
Pd. to George Sowler for schedule of pews . . o 10 6 

1768. 
Writing Mr. Smith will and 'deed of declaration . 010 6 
Writing Mr. Tewart's will and deed of declaration .026 
Mr. Johnson for form of order to receive the 

charity 046 

1769. 
To 2 days taking in the inhabitants' names — papists 060 
To Sam. Coats for mowing the weeds '. . .036 

1771. 
To expenses coll* charity for the sufferers by the 

flood* o 15 5 

* A long description is given in Sykes's Local Record of this flood, 
which prevailed all over this whole district It happened 17th November, 
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£ «• d. 
To expences coll* charity for the sufferers by the 

flood. . . . • ... . .035 

CHURCHWARDBNS' ACCOUNTS, 1 7 74. 

Twice at Durham to demand the plate (when Mr. 

Brown was living) . . . . . . „ 8 o 

Going round the parish with a letter and part of 

one visitation . . . ... . „ 14 loj 

1775- 
Two visitations and expences to Durham with Mr. 
Lewans' expences when swearing to the plate, 

&C I 13 II 

Going to Mr. Dickens at Durham about the plate .,,40 

1776. 
Joseph Frankland, making th^ cushions . . -•, 3 6 

1781. 
To an umbrella for Parson, as per receipt . .110 

1785. 
To a license for keeping register books . . 066 

1793- ^ 

To paid f or a umberella o 16 o 

To paid for Lewin's staff , , . . .050 

1795- 
To paid carriage of clock face to and from Dur- 
ham . . . . . . . o 10 o 

To paid Math. Comer for clock face . . • 6160 

and was caused by the rising of the rivers Tyne, Wear, and Tees. Tbe 
water at Chester-le-Street extended near 200 yards from north to south in 
the street, and did considerable damage. 
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To paid H. Colling for do. . 
To paid Mr* Bolton for do. . 
To paid Geo. Hunter for do. 



£ 8. d, 

800 
14 I 9 

. 7 5 4 

»' 1796. 
To paid Robinson and Darling for communion 

plate • » . 7 14 6 

To paid Geo. Hudson for paving the middle 

church lane .1150 



o 10 o 



10 o o 



13s 3 2 
202 16 8 
297 I II 
543 2 6 
33 3 o 



1799. 
To paid ringers for Nelson's victory 

1800. 
To paid Mr. Dobinson for singing 

1802. 

To pd. William Pickering* 
To pd. Thos. Overend 
To John Corner 
By cash reed, for old lead . 
By do. reed, for old timber 

1803. 
To pd. the singing master, \ year . 

1809. 
To cash paid for the postage of a letter 

1810. 

To cash paid Thos. Burns for work done in the 

churchyard • . . . . * • 76 17 6 

1811. 
To cash paid Mr. Dinnington for register book, as 

per bill 10 o o 

* For the repair of the poorhouse, according to resolution of vestry. 



o o lOA 
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Paid the Loyal Society for the paul to cover the j£ 8, d, 
altar table twice 0120 

1812. 

10 yards of blue cloth, 5/ . • . . . 2 10 o 

I J „ crimson silk velvet, 60/ . . . . 4 10 o 

3J „ „ silk frings, 20/ . . . . 3 10 o 

2 large silk tassols, 20/ * • . . .200 

1813. 
Paid Messrs. Cookson for the iron chest . . 10 10 o 

1818. 

For a clarionet 220 

Tavern expenses for the Beamish singers requested 
to attend at the charity sermon for the Sunday 

school o 10 o 

Paid the Loyal Society for the paul to cover the 

altar table twice « . « • • .0120 

1819. 

29 yards of crape, 2/6 3126 

19 J „ black cloth, 3/6 3^3 

Pole dressing and mourning . . . .080 
Making mourning and putting on . . .100 
Flag for „ with letters and staff . . 0150 
Ringing the bells on the anniversary of the battle 

of Waterloo .050 

1820. 
Wm. Lewin's tolling the bell for the death of the 

king 040 

An extra ringing day,. King George the Third's 

interment o 16 o 

1821. 
A call by the town's bell-man • . . .008 
To tolling the bell at the queen's death . . o 10 o 
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1828. j£ 8. d. 

To pd. ringing the bells, being the king's birthday . 016 o 

„ „ the 29th May • . . . o 16 o 

„ „ 19th. July, king's coronation . . o 16 o 

„ „ -2 8th. Sept. Duke of Wellington past o 16 o 

„ „ sth. Novr. . . . . . o 16 o 

To pd. leading away rubbage when the safe was set . o i 6 

To pd. four constables attending church when the 

bishop was expected to confirm • . . .100 

To pd. Mr. Cuthbertson, sacrament wine, &c. . . 28 o 6 

1829. 
To pd. Jas Middleton, colouring church inside . 7 10 o 
To pd. Mr. Swinburne, 5 oak posts in front of the 

gates 086 

1830. 
To pd. a license for Lomley ghaple, 10^; postage, 

IS. id o II I 

1831. 

To pd. Messrs. Lees of Sunderland for airing the 
church by hot- water pipes, as p. receipt dated 
12th. Novr..i83i 105 o o 

Pd. woman for carrying water and gathering wood 

to heat the boiler for warming the church , .050 

1832. 
To pd. Jno. Burlinson, candlesticks, &c., to light 

the church 283 

1833. 
Mrs. Dodds for Lewin's coat, &c. . * , .9110 

1836. • 
March ist., the great bell tolling on the interment 

of Dr. Van Mildert, late Lord Bishop of Durham * o 2 6 
* The last of the -prince bishops of the palatinate of Darham. 
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1837. £ 8. d. 

James Graydon, for turning the sexton's coat . .070 
Tolling the bell on the death of King William the 

Fourth 040 

Tolling the bell on the interment of his Majesty 
from 9 o'clock in the morning until 12 o'clock at 
night o 12 o 



1843. 

Fair linen communion cloth 2126 

Corporal, napkin 076 

Crimson woollen damask i 10 o 

Woollen damask altar cloth . . . . .2126 
Brown Holland cover for same ; . . .066 
Carpet (ancient tile pattern), kc. % % • . 3 18 o 

^849.. 

Paid J. C. Farrow for lettering a board for Fatfield 

chapel 080 

Forster & Graydon for making seats and standards for 

the poor 8 14 o 

Church Rbstoration Fund. (Disbursemerds.) 

By Sunday payments, as per vouchers . . ;;^6o 13 9 

Wait & Howard, contractors , . ■ ', ■ . 1546 o o 
G. Bailey, gas fitter . . . . ' . ' . 98 16 o 
Minton encaustic tiles . . . * . . 25 , 4 6 

Architect and sundry expenses 111197 

Balance in hand . . 37 4 4 

;^i379 18 2 
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Church was Kbstorbd by Voluntary Contributions, 1862. 

Committee. 

Rev. J. H. Ripley, incumbent. 

G. E. Steele, ^ 

Rev. E. H. Shipperdson, (,>,,, , 
T n i-i ^ J >Cliurcli wardens. 

J onn Crawford, 1 

Matthew Henderson, ) 

H. Fenwick, Esq., M.P. 

H. J. Morton, Esq. 

A. Story, Esq., Hon. Secretary. 

The Rev. J. P. Depledge, Treasurer. 



Church Restoration Fund, 



To subscriptions as per list 
Collecting cards , , , 
Proceeds of bazaar , 
Collections at opening services 
Old material sold 



-£1234 

• 17 

. 523 

96 

7 



10 

5 
16 

6 
19 





l-LK-g 


;^i879 18 


2 


The Trkasubbr op Chestbb 


(tbebt Obqan and Musio Fund. 




Offertories from May 




To harmonium . . ;f 30 





1863 to April 1871 £267 12 


"J 


T. Burn, as per aoct. , 7 10 





Subscriptions as per list i86 6 





F. Helmore, Newcastle 




Asperlist— c Thro. Rev. X 





choir . , . . 3 14 





A dona- < J. P. De- I 




Advertising, printing, &c. 2 15 





tion I pledge. /'° ° 





Cost of organ . , . 447 14 


3 


Old organ . . . 5 o 





Law expenses . ,34 


10 


Harmonium . • , 14 o 





Interest on borrowed 




Bank interest . . 18 





money • . . 7 18 





Profit on sale of Hymn 




Borrowed money repaid 70 





Books, &c. . . . I 13 


8 


To stamp and sundry ex- 




To borrowed money . 70 





penses . . . 10 
Balance . i 5 









Ji 


£57^ 12 


^ 


£S7^ " 


Jk 
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Chkster-le-Street Chubch Heating Fund. 



Subscription as per 

list 
Collections 



To balance brought 
forward from Re- 
storation Fund 



1864. 



£Z6 14 o 

II o of 
;f97 14 oJ 



» 37 4 4 
;f 134 18 4^ 



By Messrs. "Walker 
and Son ;^8o o o 
10 o o 
700 



w;^97 o o 
24 o o 



Hymn books ;f3 7 8 
Sundries o 10 8j 

Balance • , 



;fl2I 




18 






3 
10 


4i 



£m^ 


18 


jLi 



Subscriptions . 



Bepaib of Chuboh Steeple. 
1878. 



£^54 IS li 



£^S4 15 i> 



John Jopling, as per. 
accounts . 

T. Massingham, con- 
tractor 

B. Johnson, Esq. , archi- 
tect 

Stationery and post- 
age . 

Balance in hands of 
Treasurer • 



£^s 3 o 

129 o o 
990 
o 16 o 

071^ 

£^54 15 ^h 



Presented and passed at a meeting of the parish council, 
composed of clergy, churchwardens, and sidesmen, held Nov. 
29th, 1878. 

WiLLUM 0. Blunt, Rector. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

THE SELECT VESTRY. 

During the greater part of the period covered by the ex- 
tracts from the parish books, the affairs of the parish, both 
ecclesiastical and secular, were under the management of a 
vestry of 24 parishioners. The first appointment of this 
body took place before our parish books begin. The 
earliest list occurs in the year 161 2, and is composed of 
parishioners taken from all parts of the parish ; but it may 
be noticed that none of the principal landowners are in- 
cluded among them. This anomaly was soon afterwards 
corrected, for we find in 16 17 that a meeting was held of 
the gentlemen and 24, and in 16 19 a meeting was held of 
three knights, with the rest of the gentlemen, and 24. This 
seems to have continued till 1634, when it was agreed by 
" general consent " that only those chosen at that time 
should be the* 24 of the parish, and this list included 
members of the land-owning class. No important altera- 
tion took place until the year 1820, when at a meeting 
held in the workhouse of that day, certain gentlemen were 
nominated to constitute a select vestry, which nominations 
were approved of by Fra. Johnson, Esq., one of his 
Majesty's justices of the peace, who forthwith appointed 
them to the office under the statute made in the previous 
year. These elections were made annually. This vestry 
had chiefly at that time to manage the relief for the poor 
of the parish, and when the Poor Law Amendment Act of 
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1834 came into operation, the Union of Chester-le- Street 
was formed, comprising the townships of the old parish, 
and the Board of Guardians assumed the duties of admini- 
stering the relief for the poor. After that the select vestry 
confined their attention to duties ecclesiastical until, on 
the abolition of Church-rates in the year 1868, the select 
vestry gradually ceased to exist, and their duties have 
been carried on since by the ordinary parish vestry. On 
some grounds we do not deplore the change, for as the 
select vestry was self -elected, the rest of the parishioners 
had no opportunities of expressing their views upon 
parochial matters. 

The following is as perfect a list as can be procured 
of the gentlemen composing the " 24 ; " each is recorded 
here only once, in the first year in which it is men- 
tioned : — 



1612. 

William Reade, ^ _ , Richard Lawson, ) 

Robert Clark, I ^^^J^^ William Gryndwell, } ^^'^^• 

John Hallyman, J ' Robert Catcheside, | 

John Walton, \ Thomas Turner, | ^^ ^^' 

Robert Darnell, VPlawsworth. Robert Marley, Picktree. 

Thomas Ladley, j John Ditchant, Rickleton. 

Robert Smythe, 1 ^rr i • j Richard Maddesoun, Pelaye. 

Thomas Smythe, J ^ ^^' William Wades, x 

Edward Jopling, Edmondsley. Robert Porter, 

William Pearson, ) Hagg and Leonard Summerside, 1 pi^ . 

Richard Pearson, j Whithall. Charles Porter, 

Thomas Marley, ) TTj.T)uth Richard Clarke, 

Charles Robson, J * Robt. Sanders, 

Thomas French, Pelton. 

H 
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Robt. Gierke, jun'* 
Thomas Hall. 



1613. 

John Watson. 

William Marley, Picktree. 



1633- 



George Clark, Chester. 
Richard Reede, Lumley. 

Charles Robson, J ^' 

PhiHp Hall, \ 
Raphe Cooke, J>Pelton. 
Arthur French, ) 



Henrie Watson, Walrige. 
William Dormand, West Side. 
Ro. Darlinge, ^ 
Nicholas Watson, 



for Mr. Hutch 



>Plawsworth. 



inson. 






Sir John Coniers. 
William Lambton. 
John Lambton. 
Richard Hedworth. 
Ra. Hedworth. 
Mr. William Lumley. 

Sir William Lambton. f 
Mr. Henrie Lambton. 
Charles Fletcher. 
Hen. Matthew. 
Raph Haswell. 

Mr. Jo. Hedworth. 
Mr. Wm. Bristowe. 
Lawrence Fletcher. 
William Hall. 



1634. 

William Porter. 
Mr. Arthur Philip. 
John Jackson.* 
Robert Robson, Urpeth. 
Geo. Warden. 



1641. 

Rich. Fletcher. 
Thos. Joplin. 
Ra. Lowson. 
Jo. Laing. 
Brian Carter. 

1651. 

Christopher Wardell. 
Robert Robinson. 
Thos. Pearson. 
George Haswell. 



* Afterwards knighted, a lieutenant-colonel in the army of Charles 
I. , a delinquent during the Commonwealth, 
t Colonel of infantry ; killed at the battle of Marston Moor. 
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1654. 
John Clarke. 
Robert Cooke. 
William Clarke, of Lumley. 
George Pearson. 



1673. 



Sir Christopher Conyers. 

Mr. Lambton. 

Mr. Hedworth, Haraton. 

Mr. Mylott. 

Mr. Hedworth, Chester. 

Mr. Wm. Lambton.* 

Mr. Thomas Allan, junr. 



Thomas Walker. 
William Teward. 
Richard Haswell. 



Richard Pearson, Hagg. 
John Gibson, Chester. 
Philip Gowland. 
Thomas Maddison. 
Mr. John Lambton. 
Mr. Allan. 



1678. 

John Welsh. 
Robert Snaith. 
George Hall. 
John Reid, Esq. 

1706. 

The Right Hon"*- Earl of 

Scarborough, t 
John Hedworth, Esq. J 
John Raw, Esq. 
Henry Lambton, Esq.§ 
Mr. Craster. 
Samuell Madinson. 
John Marley, Rickelton. 
Peter Simpson. 



John Humble. 
Marmaduke Fletcher. 
Richard Reid, 
George Wardale. 



George Black, junr. 
Ralph Kirkley. 
John Mowbray. 
John Owen. 
Robert Gibson. 
Thomas Helden. 
Thomas Davison, Urpeth. 
Matthew Chilton. 
Robert Wardaile. 



* M.P. for the county of Durham in seventeen Parliaments, 
t The first Earl. t M.P. for the county of Durham. 

§ M.P. for the city of Durham. 
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William Marley. 
Thomas Marley. 



John HuU. 

Mr. Philip Spearman. 



1711. 



Sir William Williamson, 

Bart.* 
Thomas Billington. 
Koger Haswell. 
Alexander Turner. 
Ralph Marley, Pictory. 
Robert Emngton. 
Ralph Marley, Pelton. 
Robert Lax. ^ 



Anthony Sampson. 
Mr. Robert Mylott. 
Mr. Ra. Hedworth, junr. 
John Catcheside. 
Mr. Michael HalL 
William Mallams. 
George Watson. 
Mr. Ellis Cooper. 



1730. 



The R*- Hon^**- y* Earl of Scar- 
borough, his brother. 
Sir Richard Hylton, Bart. 
Ra. Milbank, Esq. 
John Lamb, Esq. 
Robert Bewick, Esq. 
John Mylott, Esq. 
William Lambton, Esq. 
Mr. Robert Linn. 
Mr. Cookson. 

Mr. Hudson, for Mr. Allan. 
Mr. Ralph Lambton. 
Camaby Marley. 



Mr. Keppell. 

Mr. Robert Kirkley. 

Mr. Anthony Snaith. 

Mr. Thos. Wheldon. 

Mr. Hawdon Row. 

Mr. John Sampson. 

Mr. Joshua Marley. 

Mr. William Lowes. 

Mr. Richard Row. 

Mr. Thomas Clement, the 

younger. 
Mr. George Humble. 
Luke Salkeld. 



1741. 



The Hon**^*- James Lumley, 

Esq. 
Mr. Rob^ Wilson. 



Mr. Augustine Sampson. 
Mr. Thos. Clark. 
Mr. Martin Wind. 



High Sheriflf of county palatine of Durham from 1 723-1 747. 
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The Right Hon"*- Earl of 

borough. 
General John Lambton.* 
Mr. Thomas Gibson. 
Mr. Robert Lynn. 
Mr. John Story. 
Mr. Anthony Taylor. 
Mr. Anthony Allinson. 
Mr. Ro. Tinker. 
Sir Ra. Milbank, Bart.t 
Mr. Ro. Stephenson. 



1760. 
Scar- 



Mr. William Matthews. 

Mr. William Snaith, jun*"- 

Stother Kerr, Esq. 

Mr. Joseph Harrison. 

Mr. George Clement. 

Sir Blakiston Conyers, Bart. 

Henry Askew, Esq. 

Mr. John Purvis. 

Mr. John Darling. 

Wm. Joliffe, Esq. 



1763. 



The Right Hon^**- James Lum- Mr. Thomas Clark. 



ley, Esq. 

Calverly Bewick, Esq. 
Henry Askew, Esq. 
John Lowes, Esq. 
Mr. Thomas Gibson. 
Mr. Featherstonehaugh. 



Mr. Newark Hudson. 



1785- 



Mr. Jasper Harrison. 
Mr. John Tinker. 
C. Neasham, Esq. 
Mr. Robert Wilson. 
Mr. John Clark. 



1794. 



William Henry Lambton, Esq. J Mr. Thomas Nelson. 



John Hudson, Esq. 

Mr. John Bird. 

Mr. David Stevenson. 



1795- 



Mr. Richard Bell. 
Mr. George Greenwell. 



1796. — Ra. Jno. Lambton, E8q.§ Mr. John Fish. 

* M.P. for Durham in six Parliaments, 
t M.P. for Scarborough and Richmond. 
:|: M.P. for city of Durham. 
§ M.P. for Durham. 
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William Pearith, Esq. 
Mr. Matthew Forster, 



Mr. Kobert Darling. 
Kobert Kirtley. 



1800. 



1801. 



Charles Eoper. 

Mr. Thomas Tindall. 

Mr. George Hudson. 
Mr. Thomas Gumming. 



1807. — Mr. John Martindale. 181 2. — Thos. Wheldon, Pelton. 
Mr. W"^ Stobart. 



Aaron Jackson. 
Kobert Kay. 

Sir R. Noel, Bart. 
J. G. Lambton, Esq.* 



1814. 



Jno. Swinburn. 



1816. 



1 8 19. — Mr. George Holmes. 
1820. — Mr. John Martindale, 

junr. 
1822. — Mr. James Nelson. 
1823. — ^Thos. Eenwick, Esq. 
1824. — Mr. George Maddison. 
1825. — ^Mr. Stephen Wheldon. 
1826. — Mr. Crouden. 
1827. — Mr. Abraham Story. 



Thos. Cookson, Esq. 
Mr. Jno. Pearson. 

1829. — Mr. Lorain. 

Mr. Morton. 
1830. — Mr. Atkinson (R.A.) 
1 83 1. — Mr. Edward Maxwell. 

Mr. William Croudace. 
1832. — John Cookson, Esq. 

Mr. John Thompson. 
1833. — Mr. Edward Johnson. 

Mr. Ralph Jopling. 



1835. 
Mr. George Wardell. 

Mr. Thomas Rawlin Maddison. 

Henry Stobart, Esq. 

Henry Morton, Esq. 

Walker Featherstonhaugh, 

Esq. 

Mr. George Sowerby. 

Edward F. Boyd, Esq. 

* First Earl of Durham. 



Mr. James Robinson. 
Mr. Thomas Purvis. 
R. S. Shield, Esq. 
Henry Eenwick, Esq.t 
Matthew Henderson, Esq. 
James King, Esq. 
Mr. George Burnett. 



t M.P. for Sunderland. 
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1850. — Henry Hunt, Esq. 



1851. — John Hunt, Esq. 

John Willson, Esq. 

1853. — Charles Perkins, Esq. 
Mr. J. W. Day. 
Mr. Nathaniel Clark. 
Mr. Thomas Crawford. 



Mr. Robert Hall. 

Mr. John Crawford. 
Christopher Henry Bain- 
bridge, Esq. 



1855. — Augustus Hunt, Esq. 1858. — Rev. E. H. Shipperdson. 
Mr. George Murray. 
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CHAPTER V. 

RELIEF OF THE POOR. 

One of the most interesting questions concerning the his- 
tory of the place, is that often referred to in our parish 
books in some form or another connected with the relief 
of the poor and destitute. I give the following extract 
from the " Student's Hume," which in one of its notes 
and illustrations deals thus with the Poor-laws : " In the 
Statute 12 Eichard II. 1388, we first find mention of the 
* impotent poor,' who are directed to remain and abide in 
certain places, either those in which they were at the time 
of the proclamation of the statute, or the places in which 
they were born. But no provision is made for their main- 
tenance. Indeed, during the Eoman Catholic times begging 
was allowed on the part of the impotent poor, who were 
chiefly supported by the abbeys, convents, and other reli- 
gious establishments. Thus even so late as 1 5 30, just before 
the breach with Eome, the Statute 22 Hen. VIII., which 
inflicts severe punishment on sturdy vagabonds and 
valiant beggars, * being whole and mighty in body,' allows 
the aged and impotent poor to beg and live off alms, pro- 
vided they confine themselves to certain districts ; and 
they received a letter authorising them to beg within 
those limits. The chief object in all the early enactments 
upon pauperism was to restrain vagrancy. The first Act 
for the relief of the impotent poor was passed in 1535 {72 
Hen. VIII.), by which collections were ordered to be made 
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in the parishes for their support, and in turn by a long 
series of statutes these collections were almost insensibly 
converted into compulsory assessments. At length an Act 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign (1601) fully established the 
assessment." On reading the extracts collected from our 
parish books, we shall notice how the select vestry pro- 
vided for the destitute poor. Frequent mention is made 
of relief being giyen to travellers passing through the 
town with testimonials or certificates. A number of these 
has been selected, among the earliest being one in the 
year 1608, "Given to two poor cripples having testi- 
monials for to collect in the churches for their reliefe, lod." 
But the chief aim of the vestry was to relieve the poor of 
their own parish, and as far as can be judged at this dis- 
tance of time they did their best to meet the wants of 
their poorer neighbours. In 1609 we find the establish- 
ment of the church stock, a sum raised by voluntary con- 
tribution in the parish. This sum was added to year by 
year, until, in 1640, it amounted to £60, The interest 
accruing from this church stock was distributed by the 
overseers, at the direction of the vestry, amongst the poor 
of the parish. Overseers are first mentioned in the year 
161 5. Severe measures were taken to prevent any parish- 
ioners receiving lodgers or tenants into their houses who 
might become responsible to the parish for their support. 
The distractions caused by the civil war between Charles 
I. and the Parliament in 1646, nearly caused the destruc- 
tion of the church stock, but it was saved by the gene- 
rosity of Sir John Conyers, Mr. Henry Lambton, and Mr. 
William Lumley. As time went on, the church stock be- 
came largely augmented. In 1657 it had risen to £^0. 
In i702,Ealph Harrison, of Braynes Loap, bequeathed to 
the poor of the parish ;f icx), which in 17 10 had amounted 
to ;^ 1 28, I OS. through interest. In 1724, the sum in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



122 CHESTER'LE-STREET. 

hands of the vestry was £2gy, which was lent out at five 
per cent, interest to three parishioners. No use seems to 
have been made of the interest yearly accruing from this 
sum ; it was allowed to accumulate, until, in the year 1738, 
it amounted to ;f SCX). Not till 1747 did the vestry find 
an opportunity of spending this large accumulation, which 
then reached £68g, 14s., and at that time a largely at- 
tended meeting decided to set apart a house for the benefit 
of the destitute poor of the parish. A block of houses at 
the south end of the town, now known as the old Work- 
house, was chosen by a committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, and was purchased by a part of the charity moneys 
in the hands of the select vestry. The overseers and 
their successors in office for ever were made trustees of 
the property ; and the poorhouse, which had taken £$73* 
15 s. of the charity money to buy and fit up, was opened 
for the reception of its inmates. The master of the house 
undertook to keep and maintain the inmates at the rate 
of one shilling and fourpence a head, receiving in addition 
a fixed salary. The workhouse continued to be managed 
by the select vestry until it passed into the hands of the 
Board of Guardians. 



Extracts from Churchwardens' Accounts. 

"161 3. — Over and besides the some of ;6'i8, Ss. lod. 
received by the c- wardens of this year 161 3 for the 
repairing of the church and answearing of courtes, spiri- 
tuall and temporall, they receyved of the c-wardens of 
the past yere at their entrie ;£'i2, as also fyve pounds 
more paid to the hands of the c-wardens of this 161 3, 
for a stok for ever upstanding for the good of the poor of 
this p-ish — to wite, that the said poor should be yearlie 
relieved with the encrease coming of the said stok afore- 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHESTER-LE'STREETi 123 

saide, amounteth this present yere to 28s. 2d., which saide 
encrease was give and distributed to the poor as they 
were appointed and commanded by all the donors them- 
selves. And at this accompt the stok of the said poor 
being ^17 upstanding, the c-wardens are injoyned 
trulie to deliver the same to their successors for this yere 
1614. 

"Names of the donors of the said some of ^ 17 belonging 
to the poor are these — 

George Chilton, Aprill i8th, 1609 . ^£2 o o 

John Rawe 600 

Phillipp Hagthropp, Sept. 30th, 1613 . 4 o o 
Robert Smythe, November 1 6 13 . .500" 

"May2^thj 1615. — It is agreed by a general consent 
that no man within the parish of Chester shall receivCj 
taike in, or harbeure anye tenant to inhabit within the 
sayd parish, except he give good satisfaction by bond to 
the churchwardens for the time beinge, that such tenants 
or any cominge into the parish by meanes of them, or 
any of them, shall not be chargeable or burthenable for 
reliefife or mayntenance, and the same bond at their 
coming to be give, upon payne of paying los. every 
month that he shall offend in the premises, to be levied 
by the overseers of the poor, and the same to be distri- 
buted to the poore of the said parishe." 

"May 23^, 1 61 7. — It is concluded and agreed the day 
and yeare abovesaid by a mutuall consent of the gentle- 
men of the 24 here present, that John Glasenbie for 
Birtley, John Mayre for Plawsworth, and Eichard Mad- 
deson, being appointed overseers of the poore this last 
yeare 161 6, having made defauUe in the xecution of 
there offices, and have never taken any paynes for that 
business, neither have made any tyme appearance either 
to give an accounte or make there discharge; therefore 
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it is sett downe as aforesaid that everie one of the per- 
sons aforenamed shall pay to the use of the poore of 
Chester parish, tenn shillings a man, to be levied by the 
new overseers ; or otherwise, if they refuse to pay the 
same, to stande to the awnswereinge thereof by lawe at 
there perills." * 

" The 23d day of April 1626. — It is sett downe, ordered, 
and agreed this day by a generall and mutuall consent of 
Sir John Claxton and Sir William Lambton, knights, 
gentlemen, 24, churchwardens and parishoners here as- 
sembled, that an assessment by the poore shall be laide 
on of twelve pounds and tenn shillings, or thereabouts, 
throweout the whole parish, according to the rates of the 
schedule, the yeare last past, assessed, and collected by. 
And that money so assessed shal be quarterlie paid to 
such poore people as are sett downe this day to have 
yearlie allowance, and to no other, at the overseers' 
perills. And that if any assessed in the former schedule 
doe make complaint they were oversessed, or that any 
be fitt to be released, that notice of the persons so 
compleyneing shall by the overseers be given to the 
knights, gentlemen, and 24, and they to sett downe that 
assessment howe it shal be amended. 

Jo. Claxton. Leonard Hall. 

William Lambton. Geo. HalL 

Ra. Hedworth. John Watson. 

Kirtley Langley., Ralph Marley. 

Thomas Sneythe. Charles Person." 
Robert Clarke. 

"AprUl 29, 1634. — It is this day ordered and agreed that 
whosoever hath taken any inmate to dwell with him, or 
any other under-tenant to dwell in any cottage within 

* This fine was reduced the following week to five shillings. 
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the parish of Chester, or hereafter shall entertaine any- 
such, contrary to the statute in that case made and pro- 
vided, shall pay tenn shillings of money for every such 
offence, according to the said statute, or otherwise enter 
bond, with sufficient security, that no such inmate or 
under-tenant, or any of their families, shall any way be 
chargeable to the said parish. And all constables, church- 
wardens, and overseers shall duly present all such 
offenders, as they will answer their neglect at their peril. 

William Lambton. Raph + Marley. 

Ric. Hedworth. John Watson. 

Ra. Hedworth. William Pereson. 

Geo. Clark. Charles Porter. 

Raph Maddison. Charles Fletcher. 

Robt. Catcheside. Leo. Summerside. 

Philip Cook. Tho. Hall." 

" 1646. — Whereas the churchwardens of the parish, upon 
the late distractions,* were troubled for the p-serving of 
the church stocke, and desireous it might be continued to 
the benefitt of the poor, as it was formerly intended, and 
now not any one of the officers within the parish willing 
to take charge of the said moneys, wee, therefore, Jn. 
Coniers, kt. and baronett, Hen. Lambton, Esq., and 
William Lumley, gent., have undertaken to pay the 
some of £4S ^^^ the 24 of the parish of Chester upon 
Easter Tuesday next. Witness our hands the day and 
year above written. 

John Conyers. 

Hen. Lambton. 

William Lumley. 

" That there was the some of 30s. paid by Sir Jo. Conyers, 
Mr. Henry Lambton, and Mr. William Lumley, in part of 

* In this year Charles I. went to Newcastle from Newark, most pro- 
bably through Chester-le-Street, as an honourable prisoner of the Scotch 
'army. The distractions mentioned probably refer to the effects of this 
important step, which led to the ruin of the king's cause. 
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the use of the said money, aud ther remaines the some of 
30s. payable to the use of the pore at Easter next, 

" i6th of Aprill 1650. — Ordered that the overseers, for 
ther neglect, shall serve this next yeare, or show cause 
why they shold be excused. 

'* Ordered further that the churchwardens shall continue 
the stocks in ther hands untill it be determined who shall 
execute the office this next yeare, and upon notice given 
shall render and pay the same in the presence of the 
gentlemen, according to ther bonds. 

R. Hedworth. Ralph HaswelL 

Geo. Clark. Richard Fletcher. 

Ralph Cooke. Ro. Catcheside. 

Laurence Fletcher. The. Catcheside." 

" 3 1st of July 165 1. — It is this day ordered by the four- 
and-twenty of the p-rish of Chester here met that the 
sevrall officers of churchwardens and overseers for the 
power in the said parrish, shall yearly hereafter be nomy- 
nated and chosen within the sevrall places and con- 
stableries hereafter following, and they to collect all sess- 
ments for the parish and taxes for the poore within these 
severall divisions respectively, and account for the same 
accordingly : viz., Lumley and Lambton constablerie, one 
churchwarden and one overseer; Birkley and Harraton 
constableries, one churchwarden apd overseer; Chester 
and Pelton, one churchwarden and overseer ; and Flaws- 
worth, Waldrige, Edmonsley, and Urpeth constableries. 
one churchwarden and overseer. 

R. Hedworth. Ralph HaswelL 

Geo. Clark, Robert Catcheside." 

" May y^ iith, 1657. — It is this day ordered by y® gentle- 
men and fower-and-twenty of y® parish of Chester, that 
y* seventy pounds belonging to y* church stock be here- 
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after paid in by y® generall churchwardens from time to 
time to y® said gentlemen and fower-and-twenty on Easter 
Tuesday, with y® full and due interest thereunto belonging, 
y® ten pounds in George Haswell's hand, with y® interest 
being to be paid in by him y® next Easter Tuesday. 

Geo. Haswell. Will. Bristow. 

William Hall. Ra. Hedworth. 

Christopher Wardell. William Lumley. 

John Conyers. John Jackson. " 
Rich. Rowe. 

**May y* nth, 1657. — Mark that y® above-named sume 
of ten pounds is revd. by Mr. George Haswell of Pelton, 
who does engage to pay' to Mr. Eaiph Hedworth, or Mr 
Robert Gierke, with y® interest thereunto belonging, on 
Tuesday in Easter weeke beinge y® 13th day of Aprill 
next. Witness my hand the day and year above written. 
Witness — Go. Buckley, junr. Geo. Haswell." 

" May y^ nth, 1657. — It is this day ordered by y® gentle- 
men and fower-and-twenty of y® parish of Chester, that 
whereas there was five pounds given to y® poore of y® 
parish of Chester by y® last will of Brian Carter, late 
deceased, and there beinge other five pounds beinge y® use 
of y® church stock we whose names are here under written 
doe consente and order that y® whole ten pounds be added 
to y® church stock and let for the use and benefit of y® 
poore of y® said parish. 

John his -f mark Watson. Hen. Lambton. 

Geo. Haswell. Rich. Lawe. 

Lawrence his -f mark Ra. Hedworth. 

Fletcher. Will. Bristow. 

Christopher his + mark William Lumloy. 

Wardell. WiUiam Hall," 
John Conyers. 

"Aprill slh, 1659. — It is this day ordered by y® gentle- 
men and y® 24 of y® parish of Chester, that the overseers 
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for the poor for the present yeare shall meete once every 
moneth and parte the monthly collections to the poor as 
they shall see them generally to stand in need, and hereof 
they are not to faile, as they will answer the contrary. 

John Conyers. William Hall. 

Hen. Lambton. Christopher Wardall. 

Ra. Hedworth. Ralph Cooke. 

Will. Bristow. Thomas Catcheside. 

William Lumley. Raph Lowsone. 

Robert Clarke. Thomas Joplin." 

" May y^ first, 1661. — Whereas there is this day a com- 
plaint made to us, the gentlemen and fower-and-twenty 
of the parish of Chester, that divers inhabitants of the 
town and parish of Chester doe entertaine into their 
houses tenants and undersettles, whereby there are many 
poor people brought and orphans left to the charge of the 
said parish : It is this day ordered, agreed, and confirmed 
by the gentlemen and fower-and-twenty whose names are 
here underwritten, that no cotager or other inhabitant of 
Chester or Chester parish shall hereafter entertaine 
any such tenent or undersettle till he have first entered 
in bond to the churchwardens and overseers to save the 
said parish harmless of any such tenent or their children, 
upon paine of five pounds for every such default. Witness 
our hands the day and yeare above written. 

John Conyers. Christopher his -(- mark 

Ralph Mylott. WardelL 

Ra. Hedworth, Robert Marley. 

Robert Clark. John Clark. 

Robert Catcheside. Will Tewart. 

William Lyall. Geo. Haswell." 

''August 16, 1691. — Ordered by y® gentlemen and 24 at 
their meeting this day in y® vestry, a sesse of five shill- 
ings y® pound be forthwith collected towards the y® recall- 
ing of Birkley to assist in y® maintenance of y* poor of 
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Chester, and to carry on a suit with y® Parish of Fram- 

^^^^^■&°- Ra.Hedworth. 

Koger Haswell. 
John Humbell." 

GEORGE CUTHBEBT's ACCOUNTS FOR THE MONTHLY TAX FOR 
CHESTER, THE YEARE 170I. 

Paid for Izabell Pool's burriall and the King's dewty 00 08 06 

Paid for burring a woman traveller and her sheete . 00 04 06 
For goeing to Lumley with the rabey men aboute 

George Hunter 00 01 00 

*'Aprill yth, 1702. — It is this day order'd by the gents, 
and 24 that Mr. John Owen and Mr. John Swinney do 
enter into what articles or covenants they think convenient 
at the charge of the parish, for obtaining a legacy left by 
Mr. Ealph Harrison of Braynes Loap, to the poor of the 
parish of Chester-le-Street ; and we the said gents, and 24 
do oblige ourselves to pay whatever trouble, cost, or 
charges the said John Owen- or John Swinney may suffer 
upon this occasion. 

Ra. Hedworth. William Marley. 

Ralph Marley. Peter Clark. 

Ro. Catcheside. John Gibson. 

Anthony Sampson, Robert Gibson. 

Ralph HazweU. John Mouburn." 

"AjprU Sih, 1708. — Then reed, of Jno. Hedworth, Esq., 
the sum of eleven pounds five shillings and eight pence, 
in full for two years' interest for ninety-four pounds, due 
to this town of Chester at Easter Tuesday last past. 
" Eecvd. the said sum of ;£" 1 1, 05s. o8d. by 
George his + mark Hall, John Humbell. 

overseer. Robt. Snaith. 

John Owen. Ralph Sampson." 

I 
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" October y^Oist, 17 10. — It is this day ordrd by y* gentle- 
men and twenty-four in y* vestry, whose names are there- 
iinto subscribed, by y* present churchwardens of y® said 
parish, with y*overseersof y®poor for y® townshipof Chester, 
Lumley, Harraton, and Plawsworth, or any two of them, 
doe within y* space of five days demand of Mrs. Ann 
Shaftoe of Harraton y® sum of one hundred pounds 
remaining now in her hands upon ye ace* of y* said parish, 
and to give her notice to pay y® said sum of one hundred 
pounds on or before y® eleventh day of November next to 
y* said churchwardens and overseers, or any two of them, 
who are hereby impowered to receive y® same ; and it is 
further ordered that a coppy of this order be delivered to 
said Mrs. Ann Shaftoe by y® said churchwardens and 
overseers. 

" And it is hereby further ordered that Mr. Wm. Marley 
of Picktree be called to an account for y* interest of y® said 
sum of one hundred pounds resting in his hands. 

Wm. Lambton. Geo. Black, junr. 

John Hedworth. Tho. Jopling. 

He». Lambton. Sam. Maddeson. 

John Owen. Matthew Chilton. 

Ro. Catcheside. John Gibson. 

Peter Clarke. Ralph Kirkley. 

Anthony Sampson. John Marley. 

Tho. Marley. Peter Simpson." 
Tho. HaswelL 

" loth Decemler 17 10. — It is this day ordered by the 
gentlemen and 24 in y® vestry assembled, that a hundred 
and twenty-eight pounds and ten shillings, being a. legacy, 
with the interest thereof, left by Ea. Harrison, late of 
Braynes Loap, gentleman, to the poor of the parish of 
Chester, and now in the possession of Mr. Wm. Marley 
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of Pictory, be forthwith paid into the hands of John 
Hedworth, Esq., in trust for the said gentlemen and 24, 
and there to remain without interest till further order. 

" It is also further ordered that, whenever the said sums 
shall be let out to interest and use of the poor, or any 
sume or sumes that shall be hereafter left for the use of 
said poor, that for the better encouragement of any that 
may have occasion for the said sumes, is to give good 
security, and to the likeing of the said gentlemen and 24, 
the said sumes, after such security given, shall be let out 
at five pounds per cent, per annum. To both which orders 
we subscribe the day and year above written. 

Hen. Lambton. Ralph Kirkley. 

John Hedworth. Geo. Black, jun'- 

Joh. Conyers. John Marley. 

Ro. Catcheside. Matthew Chilton. 

William Marley. Tho. Jopling." 
Tho. HasweU. 

''Bee. 21, 17 10. — Whereas the hundred and twenty- 
eight pounds and ten shillings left to the poor by Mr. 
Harrison, was ordered to be paid to John Hedworth, Esq., 
and according to that order is now in his hands, it is 
this day ordered by the gentlemen and 24 in the vestry 
assembled, that a hundred pound, part of the said sume, 
be let out to Sir Mich. Tempest and Mich. Kennet, Esq., 
according to the order made the tenth day of this instant, 
1 7 10, and this our order shall be sufficient authority for 
the said John Hedworth, Esq., so to dispose the said sume 
of a hundred pound, and to take such security of the 
parties above-mentioned as he in his judgment shall think 
fit. 

" And it is this day ordered that the eight-and-twenty 
pounds ten shillings, residue of the said hundred and 
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twenty-eight pounds ten shillings, be forthwith equally 
distributed to the four churchwardens of the parish, to be 
by them justly and impartially distributed to the poor of 
their several quarters, and that an account be given us, 
at our next meeting, that it has been disposed accordingly. 

Hen. Lambton. Kalph Kirkley. 

John Hedworth. John Marley. 

Ro. Catchesida Tho. Haswell. 

John Owen. Tho. Jopling. 

Tho. Marley. Peter Simpson." 
Gea Black, jim'- 

"8 January 1720-21. — Whereas it is this day agreed 
by the gentlemen and 24 that a hundred pounds of the 
poor stock of this parish be lodged in the hands of the 
minister of this parish, and a security given for it out of 
his tithes, I do hereby oblige myself to join with John 
Hedworth, Esq., in such security as the said 24 and their 
council shall approve, and pay five pounds per cent, in- 
terest for the same. 

Witness — John Watson. N. Conybrs." 

" We approve of the security above-mentioned, and that 
the said summe of a hundred pound be paid to the present 
minister, Mr. Nicholas Conyers. 

Tho. Allen. William Marley. 

Geo. HaU. Jno. Clark." 

Anthony Sampson. 

" 27^A June 1724. — Whereas John Hedworth of Chester- 
le-Street, in the county of Durham, Esq., hath for several 
years last past had in his hands the sum of ninety-four 
pounds, being money formerly given for the reliefe of the 
poor of the township and parish of Chester in the street 
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aforesaid; and whereas another sum of one hundred 
pounds was heretofore given by Ealph Harrison, late of 
Braynslope, in the county of Durham, gent, since de- 
ceased, to the poor of the parish and township of Chester 
aforesaid, which said last mentioned sum of one hundred 
pounds the said John Hedworth heretofore lent by order 
of the vestry to Sir Nicholas Tempest, which he afterwards 
paid in, and the said sum was by another order of the 
vestry paid and lent to Nicholas Conyers Gierke, the then 
and present curate of the parish church of Chester afore- 
said ; and whereas the said John Hedworth and Nicholas 
Conyers are desirous to pay in the said sums of ninety- 
four pounds and one hundred pounds with all interest due 
upon the same : now wee, the gentlemen and twenty-four, 
do hereby authorise and appoint the churchwardens and 
overseers of the poor of the said township and parish of 
Chester to receive the said sums of ninety-four pounds 
and one hundred pounds, with all interest due upon the 
same, and to give proper receipts and acq**- for the same 
to the said John Hedworth and Nicholas Conyers. 

Ealph Kirkley. The. Allan. 

Sam^ Maddison. William Marley. 

Geo. Hall. Anthony Sampson. 

George Wardell. John Clark. 

Wm. Lambton. John Hull.*' 

*' i6th A^igmt 1724. — Whereas the churchwardens and 
overseers of the poor of the township and parish of Chester 
did receive of John Hedworth, Esq., and the Eeverend Mr. 
Nicholas Conyers, the sum of two hundred and ninety- 
seaven pounds fourteen shillings and tenn pence, as by an 
order of the gentlemen and twenty-four, dated the 27th 
day of June 1724; now wee, the gentlemen and twenty- 
four in vestry assembled, do order the said churchwardens 
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and overseers to pay unto Mr. William Marley of Picktrey 
the sum of one hundred pounds, part of the above men- 
tioned sum of two hundred and ninety-seaven pounds 
fourteen shillings and ten pence. 

John Gibson. Anthony Sampson. 

Ka. Kirkley. Geo. HalL 

• John Clark. Sam^ Maddison. 

John Hedworth. John Hull " 
Tho. Allan. 

"4^A April 1725.— Whereas there remained in the 
hands of the churchwardens the sum of one hundred and 
ninety-seaven pounds fourteen shillings and ten pence, 
paid to the churchwardens by Jno. Hedworth and Nicho 
Conyers, as appears by an order of i6ch August 1724; and 
whereas the sum of £2^ 6s. 2d. was added by Tho. Allan, 
Esq., to make up the compleat sum of two hundred pounds : 
now we, the gentlemen and twenty-four, in vestry 
assembled, do order the said churchwardens to lend and 
pay unto Mr. Geo. Pickering and Mr. Thos. Pickering the 
said sum of two hundred pounds upon bond with legall 
interest for the same, and we do further order the said 
churchwardens to deliver the said bond for two hundred 
pounds, when executed, and also the bond entered into by 
Mr. William Marley of Picktrey, for one hundred pounds, 
the other parts of the afore mentioned money, into the 
hands of Tho. Allan, Esq., to be by him kept in trust for 
the use of the parish. 

John Hedworth. Tho. Allan. 

Anthony Sampson. Eo. Catcheside. 

Peter Simpson. Peter Simpson." 
Geo. Hall. 

" ig^A November 1738. — Public notice was given in the 
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church of a vestry to meet this afternooD, to put out to 
interest the sum of ;£'500, belonging to the poor of the 
parish, and to take a view of the steeple, by 

George Greenbank, Clerk." 

" Wliereas Thomas Allan of AUanflatts, in the county 
of Durham, Esq., on or about the twenty-first day of 
November, which was in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and twenty-seven, did receive of 
Thomas Pickering and George Pickering, gentlemen, the 
sum of two hundred and twenty-five pounds, which was 
lent to them by vertue of an order made and bearing date 
the fourth day of April, which was the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-five, and made at 
a piiblick meeting then held at the vestry in Chester 
church, being the majority of the parishioners then present, 
which was signed by John Hed worth. Esquire, and others, 
such of the four-and-twenty or governours of the said 
parish as were then present at a meeting of the four-and- 
twenty called for that purpose, as in and by the said order 
references being thereunto had more fully may appear. 
And whereas the said sum of two hundred and twenty- 
five pounds hath rested in the hands of the said Thomas 
Allan ever since the payment thereof to him until the 
twenty-first day of September one thousand seven hundred 
and thirty-six, for which the sum of ninety-nine pounds 
seven shillings and ten pence hath accrued and become 
due for the interest thereof at or after the rate of five 
pounds per cent, per annum, being eight years and ten 
months reckoned or computed from the said twenty-first 
day of November one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
seven until the said twenty-first day of September one 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-six, which said princi- 
pal sum of two hundred and twenty-five pounds, together 
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with the said sum of ninety-nine pounds seven shillings 
and ten pence, for the interest thereof, making in all the 
entire sum of three hundred and twenty-four pounds 
seven shillings and ten pence, is now resting in the hands 
of the said Thomas Allan, and ready to be paid as the 
churchwardens and overseers of the poor for the said 
parish of Chester, and the majority of the parishioners, 
at a parish meeting, shall direct or appoint which he hath 
always been ready and willing to pay accordingly ; and as 
an augmentation and increase hath voluntarily oflfered, 
and, from a charitable disposition for the benefit of the 
poor of the said parish, hath consented and agreed, out of 
his goodwill, to give freely and spontaneously the sum of 
thirteen pounds two shillings and twopence, which, being 
added to the said sum of three hundred and twenty-four 
pounds seven shillings and tenpence, doth amount to the 
sum of three hundred and thirty-seven pounds ten shil- 
lings. And whereas John Morrison, late of Fatfield 
Staithe, in the said county, gentleman, in his lifetime (to 
wit), on or about the first day of March, which was in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
six, had and received the principal sum of one hundred 
pounds of and from the hands of William Marley of 
Picktree, in the said county, gentleman, due upon his 
bond given by vertue of an order bearing date the seven- 
teenth day of August one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-four, and made by the said churchwardens, over- 
seers of the poor, and majority of the said parishioners, 
then and there met as aforesaid; and the said principal 
sum of one hundred pounds did remain in the hands of 
the said William Marley from the first day of September 
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-four until the 
first day of March one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-six. And whereas the sum of sixty-two pounds 
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ten shillings did accrue or become due from the said 
William Marley for interest money after the rate of five 
pounds per centum per annum for the said principal sum 
of one hundred pounds, being twelve years* and a half's 
interest reckoned or computed from the said first day of 
September one thousand seven hundred and twenty-four 
until the said first day of March one thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-six, when the said William Marley 
paid the same into the hands of the said John Harri- 
son, who is since dead, but before his death made and 
duly executed his last will and testament in writing, 
bearing date the second day of May one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-seven, under his hand and seal, and 
thereof made and constituted Matthew Hobson, of New- 
bottle pits, gentleman, and Newark Hudson, of Charters 
Haugh, Staiths, gentleman, joint executors, who since the 
said testator's death have duly proved the said will before 
the proper ordinary of the diocese of Durham, in the 
ecclesiastical court there, which said sum of one hundred 
pounds principal money, and sixty-two pounds ten 
shillings, the interest thereof, being added together, made 
the entire sum of one hundred and sixty-two pounds ten 
shillings, which the said executors of the said John 
Harrison are and always have been ready and willing to 
pay, as the said churchwardens, overseers of the poor, 
and parishioners should or shall direct aiid appoint, which 
said several sums of three hundred and thirty-seven pounds 
ten shillings, and one hundred and sixty-two pounds, ten 
shillings, making in all the sum of five hundred pounds, 
so accumulated and increased as aforesaid, did arise in 
the original principal money, by gift and benefaction for 
the relief of the poor of the said township and parish of 
Chester-le-Street, as appears by several orders made and 
entered in the said parish books. J^ow We, the church- 
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wardens and overseers of the poor of the said parish, and 
the parishioners this day assembled at a full parish meet- 
ing for that purpose, do hereby order, direct, and appoint 
that the said Thomas Allan do pay into the hands of 
William Jackson, John Fish, Eobert Coats, John Scorer, 
Ealph Sanderson, and Matthew Woodness, churchwardens 
and overseers of the poor of the said parish, the said sum 
of three hundred and thirty-seven pounds ten shillings in 
trust and to, and for the uses and purposes aforesaid, and 
that upon such payment they do give him a proper dis- 
charge and acquittance for the same. And we do hereby 
further order, direct, and appoint, that the said Matthew 
Hobson and Newark Hudson shall pay unto the said 
William Jackson, John Fish, Eobert Coats, John Scorer, 
Ealph Sanderson, and Matthew Woodness, the said sum 
of one hundred and sixty- two pounds ten shillings in trust, 
and to and for the uses and purposes aforesaid, and that 
upon such payment they give proper discharges and acquit- 
tances for the same. And we do hereby further order, 
direct, and appoint, that the said William Jackson, John 
Fish, Eobert Coats, John Scorer, Ealph Sanderson, and 
Matthew Woodness shall place and put out at interest the 
said several sums upon security, to be approved of by 
counsel learned in the law to the best advantage for the 
uses aforesaid. And we do hereby consent, direct, de- 
clare, and agree, that the receipts or acquittances of the 
said William Jackson, John Fish, Eobert Coats, John 
Scorer, Ealph Sanderson, and Matthew Woodness, under 
their respective hands, shall be a sufl&cient discharge for 
the said Thomas Allan and the said Matthew Hobson and 
Newark Hudson respectively, and their respective heirs, 
executors, and administrators, and the heirs, executors, 
and administrators of the said John Harrison, for the said 
several and respective sums of three hundred and thirtyr 
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seven pounds ten shillings, and one hundred and sixty- 
two pounds ten shillings. In witness whereof we have 
hereunto set our hands this tenth day of December 1738. 
" Witnesses to the signing hereof — 

Rich. Allinson. John HulL 

George Greenbank. Robert Kirkley. 

Tho. Wheelden. Peter Simpson. 

John Hedwortb. Anthony Snaith. 

John Sampson. Matthew Woodness." 

" Received the said year within written of and from the 
hands of the within named Thomas AUan, the whole and 
just sum of three hundred and thirty-seven pounds ten 
shillings of lawfuU money of Great Brittain, mentioned in 
the order above written, for the uses and purposes therein 
mentioned, whereof we do hereby acquitt, exonerate, release, 
and for ever discharge the said Thomas Allan, his heirs, 
executors, administrators, by the said presents. — ^^337, los. 
Witness our hands this tenth day of December 1738. 

" Witnesses hereof and to the payment of the money — 

Rich. Allinson. Robert Coates. 

George Greenbank. John Scorer. 

William Jackson. Ra. Sanderson. 

John Fish. Matthew Woodness." 

" Received the day and year above said of and from the 
hands of the within named Matthew Hobson and Newark 
Hudson, executors of the last will and testament of John 
Harrison, gentleman, deceased, the whole and just sum of 
one hundred and sixty-two pounds ten shillings of lawfuU 
money of Great Brittain, mentioned in the order above 
written, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned, 
whereof we do hereby acquitt, exonerate, release, and for 
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ever discharge the said Matthew Hobson and Newark 
Hudson, their heirs, executors, and administrators by these 
presents. — £162, los. Witness our hands this tenth day 
of December 1738. 
" Witnesses hereof — 

Eich AUinson. Robert Coates. 

George Greenbank. John Scorer. 

William Jackson. Ra. Sanderson. 

John Fish. Matthew Woodness." 

" Whereas on the tenth day of December last past, at a 
meeting in the vestry, an order was made by the church- 
wardens and overseers of the poor of the parish of Ohester- 
le-Street, in the county of Durham, and the parishioners 
then assembled, that the sum of five hundred pounds should 
be paid into the hands of William Jackson, John Fish, 
Eobert Coats, John Scorer, Ealph Sanderson, and Matthew 
Woodness, to be by them put out at interest for the uses 
and purposes therein mentioned, which was then and there 
accordingly paid them, as by the said order and acquit- 
tances given for that purpose and entered in this book 
may more fuUy appear. Now we the churchwardens 
and overseers of* the poor of the said parish, and the 
parishioners this day assembled at a full parish meeting, 
pursuant to notice given for that purpose, do hereby order, 
consent, direct, and appoint that the said sum of five 
hundred pounds shall be lent to Matthew Bell, of the 
town and county of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, gentleman, 
at interest after the rate of four pounds per cent, per 
annum upon his bond, and that the said bond so to be 
entered into by the said Matthew BeU shall be taken in 
the name of Anthony Snaith, of Chester-le-Street, aforesaid, 
gentleman, in trust, and for the uses and purposes afore- 
said, and to bear date the twenty-ninth day of November 
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last past, when the said sum of five hundred pounds was 
paid and lent to him upon his promissory note, which 
trust the said Anthony Snaith hath agreed to take 
upon him, testify'd by hia subscribing hereto. And 
that the said Anthony Snaith, his heirs, executors, and 
administrators shall, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, be kept harmless and indemnified of, from, and 
against any loss, costs, charges, damages, and expenses 
whatsoever, which he or they shall or may sustain, or be 
put into for or by reason of his name being made use of 
in trust as aforesaid. Provided that he, the said Anthony 
Snaith, do and shall apply the said sum of five hundred 
pounds and the interest thereof for the uses and purposes 
aforesaid, subject from time to time to such order or orders 
as the churchwardens and overseers of the poor and 
parishioners of the said parish for the time being, at a 
vestry meeting, shall make touching the same. Witness 
our hands the eighteenth day of March 1738. 

Jno. Stockdale, minister. The. Allan. 

William Jackson. The. Wheldon. 

John Fish. Anthony Snaith. 

Robart Coates. Peter Simpson. 

Ralph Sanderson. Robert Kirkley. 

Witnesses to the signing hereof — 

Rich. Allinson. 

George Greenbank." 

*^ 6 December 1741. — We, the churchwardens, overseers 
of the poor, and parishioners of Chester in the Street, in 
the county of Durham, do this day order that a bond, 
dated the twenty-ninth day of November one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty-eight, of one Matthew Bell, of 
the town and county of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, gentleman, 
for the sum of five hundred pounds, with interest after the 
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rate of four pounds per cent, per annum, taken in the 
name of Anthony Snaith, gentleman, as trustee, shall be 
delivered to the said Anthony Snaith, in order that he 
shall receive the sum of sixty pounds, being for three 
years' interest due upon the said bond, the twenty-ninth 
day of November last past, and that the money when re- 
ceived to be apply'd as the vestry directs, and that the 
bond shall be restored to the vestry again and there to 
remain. And we do also order that the sum of five 
pounds one shilling and eight pence shall be paid there- 
out to Michael Allinson for his charges and trouble in 
putting out the said ;^Soo. Witness our hands the day 
and year above said. 

John Stockdale, minister. Thomas Clark. 

Peter Simpson. Martin Wind. 

Robert Kirkley. 

Overseer — Robt. Kirkley, jun . 

Churchwarden — Thomas Clark." 

"gth, 1746. — It is this day agreed upon by the gentle- 
men of the twenty-four, in vestry legally assembled, that 
the interest due for the £S^^ ^® pay'd the twenty-ninth 
of November instant, and we do appoint Mr. Ajithony 
Snaith and George Greenbank to receive the sum. 

John Sampson. Joshua Marley. 

John Hull. The. Clark." 

"4th December 1747. — At a meeting of the church- 
wardens, overseers of the poor, principal inhabitants, 
twenty-four, and head men of the parish of Chester, this 
day, upon notice for that purpose given, in order to come 
to a resolution as to the application of one hundred pounds 
and the interest accrued thereon, which was bequeathed to 
the said parish by the will of Ralph Harrison, deceased. 
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bearing date the 26th March 1687, and of other sums be- 
queathed to the said parish, and in order to determine 
upon the erecting or renting of a house proper for the 
reception and employment of the poor of the said parish ; 
it is this day ordered and unanimously resolved upon by 
the said churchwardens, overseers, principal inhabitants, 
twenty-four, and head men of the parish aforesaid, that a 
house in the town of Chester proper, for a workhouse and 
the reception of the poor of the said parish, be with all 
convenient speed erected, purchased, or rented, and a 
person experienced agreed with and hired to manage and 
carry on the same, and that proper clothes, food, and 
bedding be provided for such poor, and that thereupon all 
the poor of the said parish shall have notice to come into 
and dwell in the said workhouse, and that the purchase 
money or rent of such workhouse, and the salary or wages 
of the director or manager thereof, and the sum or sums 
of money necessary to carry on the same, and to support 
the poor therein, shall be paid by and with the interest 
of the said one hundred pounds so bequeathed as aforesaid, 
and of other sums bequeathed to the said parish, or by 
and with a legal rate to be made and laid upon the in- 
habitants of the said parish according to the several 
statutes in that behalf made. And Mr. Greorge Black, 
Mr. Eobt. Wilson, Mr. Thomas Donnison, Mr. George 
Humble, Mr. Eichard Eowe, Thomas Wheldon, Mr. John 
Samson, or any four or more of them, are hereby nomi- 
nated as a committee to rent or agree for the purchase of 
such workhouse, and the hiring of a director or manager 
thereof as aforesaid, for the most moderate sum and lowest 
rate that they shall be able to procure the same ; but it is 
declared that such contract as they, the said committee, 
shall make for any purchase, or with any person for the 
purposes aforesaid, shall be made subject to the approba- 
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tion of the churchwardens, overseers, principal inhabitants, 
twenty-four, and head men of the parish aforesaid, or the 
major part of them at any meeting held for that purpose, 
upon notice thereof given in y* church of Chester after 
divine service. Witness our hands. 

Geo. Rutherford. Thos. Donnison. 

John Jopling. Geo. Black. 

Antho. Allinson. Robt. Wilson. 

Martin Hind. Wm. Winship. 

Rog. Gibson. Rich. Rowe. 

Robt. Tinker, jun' Thos. Pearson. 

Geo. Wanless. Thos. Wheldon. 

Ra. Haswell. George Hall. 

The. Clement. Joshua Marley. 

Mich. Kell. John Shacklock. 

Phi. Gowland. John Sampson, 

Antho. Snaith. John Simpson. 

Wm. Snaith. Thomas Clark. 

Hen. Lambton. John Hull. 

John Cookson. Thomas Clark." 
Wm. Lowes. 

" In pursuance of a late order made at a vestry meeting 
of the principal land-owners and inhabitants of the pariah 
of Ohester-in-the- Street, in the county of Durham, for 
erecting, purchasing, or renting a workhouse for the 
reception of the poor of the said parish, and carrying on 
the same, wee, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do 
report we have viewed several houses for the purposes 
aforesaid, and do adjudge the several houses belonging to 
Christopher Fawcett, Esq., and Thomas Forster, gentleman, 
with a backyard and garth lying behind the same, situate 
in the south-west end of Chester aforesaid, to be the 
properest place to be purchased or rented for the reception 
of the said poor, both on account of the said premises' airy 
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situation, and the convenience of water in the backyard 
thereof. And we do further report that the said Mr. 
Forster asks the sum of one hundred and ten pounds by 
way of purchase for the said premises ; and the sum of 
eight pounds (clear of all deductions) yearly by way of 
rent, for such term of years as the said land-owners and 
inhabitants shall think fit. And that we have caused an 
estimate of the repairs of the said houses to be made, 
amounting to the sum of forty-two pounds two shillings 
and elevenpence, as will appear by a schedule hereunto 
annexed, which last mentioned sum the said Mr. Forster 
is willing to lay out in repairs upon the said premises, 
provided he be allowed interest for that sum over and 
above the yearly rent of eight pounds, or in case the said 
land-owners and inhabitants of the parish aforesaid are 
willing to disburse the last-mentioned sum in repairs, the 
said Mr. Forster agreed to receive no rent till the said 
last-mentioned sum be fully paid. And wee do further 
report, in case the said premises be purchased or rented 
for the purposes aforesaid, the backyard and garth lying 
behind the same to be sufficiently walled about, of which 
we have caused no estimation to be made. And I, George 
Black, one of the subscribers also hereunder written, doth 
further report that I have caused an advertisement to be 
published in two of the Newcastle papers for these two 
weeks past, that a proper person was wanted as master for 
the carrying on the said intended workhouse, and that 
any person willing to- undertake the same was desired to 
deliver their proposals in writing, and that no person has 
delivered any proposals as master for the said intended 
workhouse. As witness our hands the 23d day of December 
in the year of our Lord 1747. 

Geo. Black. Thomas Wheldon. 

John Sampson, George his + mark Humble." 
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"2Sth Dec. 1747. — ^At a meeting of a vestry held the 
4th day of December last, it was agreed by the church- 
wardens, overseers of the poor, principal inhabitants, 
twenty-four, and head men of the parish of Chester, that 
Mr. George Black, Mr. Eobt. Wilson, Mr. Thos. Donnison, 
Mr. George Humble, Mr. Eichard Eowe, Mr. Thos. Whel- 
den, and Mr. John Sampson, should be a committee to rent 
or agree for the purchase or hiring of a workhouse, and 
for retaining a director or master thereof, which was to be 
subject to the approbation of churchwardens, overseers, 
principal inhabitants, twenty-four, and head men of the 
parish aforesaid, or the major part of them, at a meeting 
on notice to be given in Chester Church ; and whereas such 
notice was given to meet this day, and the above committee 
having reported they had viewed several houses for the 
purposes aforesaid, do adjudge the several houses belong- 
ing to Christopher Fawcett, Esq., and Thomas Forster, 
gentleman, situate in the south-west end of Chester afore- 
said, were the most proper to be purchased or rented on 
account of the situation and conveniency of water, and 
the same might be purchased for ^^"110, or farmed at the 
rate of £S yearly, clear of all deductions ; and Mr. George 
Black has caused an advertisement to be two times pub- 
lished in the Newcastle papers, that a proper person was 
wanted as a master for the said workhouse, and that no 
person had applied for that purpose, which said report 
was read this day ; and it was now agreed by the heads of 
the said parish then present, that 3. lease, to commence 
from the first of May next, for nine years, of several 
houses and premises belonging to Mr. Fawcett and Mr. 
Forster, be procured and taken in the names of the church- 
wardens of the parish of Chester aforesaid, at the yearly 
rent of ;^8, clear of all deductions, to be quit at the end of 
the first six years of the said term, or nine years upon 
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giving six months' notice in writing, in which said lease 
shall be a proper covenant, that in case the heads of the 
said parish, or the major part of them, in vestry assembled, 
shall at any time during the said nine years be aminded 
to purchase the said premises, that then the said Mr. 
Fawcett and Mr. Forster, upon payment of ;^i 10, shall be 
bound and obliged to make and duly execute proper con- 
veyances or assurances of the said premises to be made, 
and taken in the name of such person or persons as the 
said parish shall direct, and that the rent or purchase 
money of such premises be from time to time paid out of 
the money left to this parish, in and by the will of Mr. 
Harrison, or the interest accrewd due thereon, and that 
notice be given in the church of Chester aforesaid to meet 
again on the sixth day of January next. 

Ealph Millbank. Joshua Marley. 

For Madam Allan and daughter, George WardelL 

Newark Hudson. John Shacklock. 

John Sampson. Geo. Rutherford. 

Geo. his + mark Humble. Robert Waide," 

Thomas Whelden. 

"7^A April 1748. — I am of opinion that the head 
men or vestry of the parish have a right to employ this 
money towards such workhouse. And indeed it seems 
to be the best and properest application, because Chester 
parish consists of many townships which maintain their 
poor separately from each other, and there is no other way 
of employing it so beneficially for the use of the whole 
parish. The Court of Chancery has a right to issue a com- 
mission of charitable uses, to inquire of this and all other 
charities, and such commissioners would have a right to 
examine into this among others. But I think a Court of 
Chancery would approve of such application. 

Thos. Rudd." 
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"22d May 1748. — To-day notice was given that the 
trastees intrusted to rebuild a house for the use of Chester 
poor, intend to meet at the vestry on Whitsun Monday at 
1 1 a clock ; and any person or persons that are ready to 
take a view of the house in the meantime, and bring in an 
estimate at the time appointed, may meet with employ- 
ment, if the estimate be approved by the trustees. 

George Grebnbank, Vestry Clerk" 

Proposals for undertaking the Management of the 
Workhouse at Chester-le-Street as underneath, 
BY Wm. Allison, Stuff Weaver. 

" For six pounds a year and the benefit of all the work 
of the poor sent into the house, with coals found, he will 
maintain every head with meat, drink, and washing at i8d. 
p. week, the proprietors finding all their apparel and all 
furniture and utensils necessary in the house, and for their 
employment, with convenient room for his own family, 
' his looms, &c. Otherwise, if the proprietors chuse to have 
the benefit of their work, for twenty pounds a year he will 
maintain every head as abovesaid, at i8d. p. week, and 
allow the usual prices for spinning and other sorts of work, 
provided the number of heads do not exceed twenty, one 
time with another, upon an average, all thro' the said year. 
For thirty pounds a year salary when they amount to 
thirty, and so in proportion for any number above twenty. 
The proprietors finding all their apparel, furniture, &c., as 
above expressed." 

" I>urham, July 1748. — ^We hereby certify that the 
above named Wm. Allison is a person well qualified in the 
manufactory of stufis of divers kinds, and consequently 
more capable than many others to keep all sorts of infirm 
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and other persons in the most profitable employment, is 
an industrious person, and we believe has behaved soberly 
and reputably since his coming to this place. 

Wm. Bodshon. Thos. Hopper. 

Wm. Paxton. Margt. Shadfoorth." 

Wm. Forster. 

" 15^ July 1748. — It is this day order'd that Mr. 
Anthony Snaith, with George Greenbank, receive the 
principal and interest in the hands of the late Mr. Bell ; 
and that ;^ icx), part thereof, be put out at interest on the 
turnpike road leading from Durham to Newcastle, and the 
remainder to be left in Mr. Snaith's hands. Order'd that 
Mr. Snaith pay the masons* and labourers' wages out of 
the moneys in his hands, and for nails and other things 
by him bought or to be bought. And it is also order'd 
that the master of Bernard Castle Workhouse be sent for 
against the eleventh of July. 

Hen. Lambton. John Sampson. 

Geo. Black. Robt. Tinker, jun'- 

Wm. Winship. Tho. Clement" 

" At a meeting of a vestry held this day, it was unani- 
mously agreed upon by the principal inhabitants, twenty- 
four, and head men of the parish of Chester, that the 
workhouse be finished and proper erections thereto made 
and added agreeable to the plan this day produced in 
vestry, and that the workmen from time to time be pay'd 
by Mr. Snaith money on ace*- thereof, and that the said 
workhouse, when finished, shall be surveyed by Hugh 
Boag and Thomas Dixon, and the said workmen shall be 
bound and obliged to abide by their determination con- 
cerning the several sums of money which each respective 
workman shall be then entitled to for his work and labour 
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aforesaid ; and that Cuthbert Dent be employed in doing 
two-third parts of the glazier's work to be done in the 
said workhouse ; and that Henry Smith be employed in 
doing the other third part thereof ; and that they be paid 
and allowed 5d. per foot for all new work to be done 
therein ; and that John Hutchinson from Barnard Castle 
be paid 12s. for his journey and advice in relation to the 
said house. 

Wm. Lowes. John Sampson. 

Thos. Donnison. Thos. Whelden. 

Robt. Wilson. Tho. Clement. 

Wm. Winship. Robt. Tinker, jun. 

For Sir Rd. Hylton and Sir Ra. Milbank, Barts., Robert 
Inman. 
For Madam Allan and daughter, New. Hudson. 

Geo. his mark + Humble." 

" That the conveyance of the said premises be had and 
taken in the names of the overseers of the poor of the 
parish of Chester and their successors for ever in trust for 
the said parish. And it is further ordered that Mr. Geo. 
Black, Mr. Thomas Clement, Mr. Newark Hudson, Mr. 
Robert Inman, Mr. Robt. Wilson, Mr. Anthony Snaith, 
Mr. Ralph Haswell, Mr. William Winship, and Mr. John 
Sampson, or the majority of them, be a committee to re- 
ceive proposals, and contract with any person or persons 
for material, beds, beding, furniture, cloaths, and all other 
things necessary and suitable for maintaining and employ*, 
ing the said poor. 

Hen. Lambton. Geo. Black. 

Wm. Lambe. Tho. Whelden. 

Wm. Winship. John Sampson. 

Robt. Wilson. Ra. Haswell. 

Tho. Clement. Antho. Snaith. 

Robert Inman. 
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. For Madam Allan and daughter, New. Hudson ; for Mr. 
William and Samuel Newton, William Maddison ; for Sir Rd. 
Hylton and Sir Ra. Milbank, Barts., Robert Inman." 

"6th Feb, 1748-49. — At a meeting of a vestry held this 
day, it is ordered by the gentlemen of the twenty-four, 
principal inhabitants, and head men of the parish of 
Chester, that any two of the principal inhabitants of this 
parish shall and may receive proposals and contract with 
any person, to be master or governor of the workhouse at 
Chester, who shall be well recommended and give suffi- 
cient security, and accept for each poor person sent to the 
said workhouse 16 pence per week, together with a salary 
not exceeding £12 b. year, and the benefit of their work* 
such master to support and provide for the poor as to 
diet in the same manner as at Sunderland. It is also 
ordered that there be a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Chester at the vestry on Monday the 20th day 
of February next, to make a final determination about 
choice said master for the said workhouse. 

Wm. Lowes. Geo. Black. 

Robert Wilson. Thos. Whelden. 

Geo. HalL John Sampsoa 

For Sir Rd. Hylton and Sir Ra. Milbank, Barts., Robert 
Inman." 

"August 2Sth, 1749. — At a vestry meeting held this 
day, it is ordered the sum of one hundred and fifteen 
pounds nineteen shillings and one penny farthing, now in 
the hands of Mr. Anthony Snaith (being the residue of 
the sum of six hundred and eighty-nine pounds fourteen 
shillings and twopence, the proper money of the parish of 
Chester-le-Street), shall be forthwith paid by him to 
George Black of Waldridge, gentleman, to be by him 
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put out at interest in trust for the said parish, \t^ith 
the approbation of the principal inhabitants and land- 
owners of the said parish, at a vestry meeting to be held 
afterwards. 

Hen. Lambton. 

For Madam Allan and daughter, New. Hudson. 

James Thornton, \ Robt. Tinker, junr. 

Esq., and Wm. v Partners. Tho. GreensilL 

Winship, j Roger Gibson." 

Ra. HaswelL 

" S^' 30, 1749. — At a vestry meeting held this day, it is 
ordered by the gentlemen of the twenty-four, principal 
inhabitants, and head men of the parish of Chester, in 
vestry assembled, that the present overseers of the poor 
do forthwith pay into the hand of Mr. Wm. Winshipp the 
balance of the ace**- now remaining in their hands, or 
otherwise that they be prosecuted for the same. It is 
also further ordered that the several persons whose names 
are hereafter written, this is to say 

Mr. Hudson, Mr. Geo. Black, 

Mr. Hepple, Mr. Ra. Haswell, 

Mr. Snaith, Mr. Robt. Tinker, 

Sir Ra. Conyers, Mr. Cor. Bentham, 

Mr. Robt. Wilson, Mr. John Bird, 

Mr. Wm. Winshipp. 

or any three of them, shall be a committee to examine 
into, inspect, and make all orders, rules, and regulations 
which shall, or may from time to time be thought fit and 
convenient for the well-governing and regulating of the 
poor of the said parish, or the maintaining or cloathing of 
the same. 

Hen. Lambton. Robert Turner. 

Robt. Wilson. Ra. Conyers. 
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J. Thornton, y Mich. Kell/ 

Wm. Winshipp, / ^^"^^^^3. Thomas Clark." 

" loth S^' 1756. — At a meeting of a vestry held this 
day, it was unanimously agreed upon by the principal 
inhabitants, twenty-four, and head men of the parish of 
Chester, that Matthias Dickinson of Birtley, weaver, shall 
enter upon the workhouse in Chester at Martinmas next 
old style, upon the same terms and conditions that the 
present master now has it, viz., to receive ;^I4 yearly 
salary, and I4d. a head weekly for every person, and to be 
subject to the rules and articles of the house. 

John Bird. Geo. his + mark Humble. 

Robert Lynn. Thos. Whelden. 

George Hall. Geo. Greenbank." 

"At a meeting held this 17th November 1765, it is 
ordered that Mr. Thos. Whelden of Urpeth, as trustee, do 
pay into the hands of Matthias Dickenson, the master of 
the workhouse, the sum of twenty-four pounds, being 
money now remaining in his hands accrued from interest 
on the principal sum of two hundred pounds raised from 
one hundred pounds left by the will of Ealph Harrison of 
Bryans Loap, as appears by his said will, dated 29th March 
1687, which said sum of twenty-four pounds the said 
Matthias Dickenson shall receive for the payment of 
sundry sums of money disburs'd by him, as appears by 
several bills of such disbursements, and the residue of the 
said twenty-four pounds to be deposited in the chest 
kept in the said workhouse, and there to remain till 
further order. 

Wm. Lambton. John Catcheside. 

George Hall. John Story." 

" Feby. 20, 1774. — Wanted a master for Chester- lee- 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



154 CHESTER'LE-STREET. 

Street Workhouse. Any person that is properly qualified, 
and can be well recommended, will meet with encourage- 
ment by applying at Chester-lee-Street Workhouse on 
Tuesday the eighth of March. The old master will be no 
more treated with. This will be no more advertized." 

''March y* 8, 1774. — At a meeting at the workhouse 
this day, it is agreed upon by the gentlemen whose names 
are hereunder written, in behalf of the inhabitants of this 
parish, that Eobert English of Sedgfield, schoolmaster, 
shall enter upon the workhouse in Chester upon the 
twelfth of May next, upon the same terms and conditions 
that the present master now has it, viz., to receive i6d. 
per head weekly for every person, and to be subject to the 
rules and artickles of the house. 

A BILL OP FARE. 

Sunday — A flesh diner. 

Monday — Cold meet and broth, &c. 

Tuesday and Wednesday— Milky diet or peas broth, &c. 

Thursday — A flesh diner. 

Friday — Cold meet, &c. 

Saturday — Milky diet or peas broth, &c. 

John Catcheside. Wm. Matthews. 

Robt. Lynn. Robert Kirkley. 

Wm. Heppel. William Brough." 
Wm. Snaith. 

" Chester Vestry, 27th Jany. 1779. — At a vestry held 
here this day, we, whose names are under- written, do give 
you notice to quitt the governorship of the workhouse of 
Chester, belonging to the parish of Chester, on the 1 2th 
May next. As witness our hands. 

Thos. Wilson. Geo. Clement. 

George Wardle. John Darling. 
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G. Fenwick. John Mowbray. 

Eobt. Tinker. 

To Mr. Robt English, governor." 

^^ Chester Vestry, July nth, 1779. — Whereas Robert 
Allinson, master of the workhouse, hath made a complaint 
to us gentlemen of the vestry, that from the dearness of 
provisions, the allowed sum of is. 4d. per head is quite 
insufficient for the support of the poor, and himself a 
considerable loser, — we agree and advance him the further 
sum of 2d., making is. 6d. per head weekly. In witness 
whereof we have set our hands. 

J. Lambton. G. Fenwick. 

George Hall. Geo. Clement. 

Thos. Whelden. Rob. Lynn." 
George Wardell. 

" Chester Vestry, July nth, 1779. — It is this day ordered 
by the gentlemen of vestry, that the money in the hands 
of Mr. Cookson, arising from the interest of Mr. Ralph 
Harrison's charity, be paid to Mr. Lynn, Mr. Whelden, 
Mr. Fenwick, and Mr. Clement, to be laid out in the 
repairs and necessaries of the workhouse. 

J. Lambton. Robt. Lynn. 

George Hall. Geo. Clement 

George WardelL G. Fenwick." 
Thos. Whelden. 

" Chester-le-Street Vestry, July 25, 1799. — At a meeting 
of the gentlemen of the twenty-four, and the inhabitants 
of the parish, the following resolutions were entered into : 
— ^That for the better provision of the poorhouse of the 
said parish (which is the property of the whole parish), 
it is thought necessary that the said poorhouse shall be 
put into good and tenantable repair, provided with beds 
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and other necessary utensills, the same to be provided at 
the joint expense of each township in proportion to its 
rental." 

THE RENTAI^ OF THB SEVERAL TOWNSHIPS. 
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" That a committe be fixt for puting these resolutions 
into execution. 

" Names of the persons chosen for the above purpose — 



The Rev. Wm. Nesfield. 
The Rev. Robt. Nelson. 
Mr. Wm. Mathews. 
Mr. Chas. Roper. 
Mr. Jno. Martindale. 
Mr. Robt. Oliver. 



Mr. Luke Colling. 
Mr. Thos. BelL 
Mr. Thos. Cumming. 
Mr. George Greenwell. 
Mr. Wm. Wilson. 
Mr. Wm. Pybus. 



' The above resolutions are agreed to by us. 



For the township of Lambton, 

Edmondsley, 
Chester, . 
Harraton, 
Pelton, . 
Plawsworth, 



M. Featherstonhaugh. 
Wm. Forster. 
Robt. Oliver. 
George Holmes. 
James King. 
Rich. Ayre. 
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For the township of XJrpeth, . 
„ „ Ouston; . 

Waldridge 
„ „ Great Lumley 

„ „ Little Lumley 



Robt. Newbey. 
Matthew Heppel. 
John Holburn. 
Ralph Wylam. 
John Sheraton." 



*' Chester-h'Street Vestry, Aug, 22d, 1799. — At a meeting 
of the gentlemen of the twenty-four and the principal 
inhabitants of this parish, as by public notice on Tuesday 
the 1 8th instant, ordered that an assessment of twopence 
in the pound be collected from every township in this 
parish, according to the rental delivered in at the vestry 
on the 25 th day of July last by their respective overseers, 
and that the same be paid to the Rev. Wm. Nesfield at his 
office in two installments, the first payment to be made 
on or before the 2d day of September next, and the second 
on or before loth of October. Ordered that the mason 
and carpenter shall give security to the committee for their 
performing the work in the time agreed upon, which if 
they refuse to comply with, the work then shall be given 
to some other person whom the committee shall think 
proper. Ordered that no money shall be paid to any of 
the persons employed, untill the work be compleated and 
viewed by Mr. Richardson, and by him declared to be 
finished according to agreement. Present at the vestry — 

Wm. Nesfield. Thos. Gumming. 

Robt. Nelson. Cha. Roper. 

Wm. Matthews. Wm. Pybus." 
Robt. Oliver. 

'* January 1825. — Mrs. Elizabeth Tewart's charity 
money of two shillings a week to be given in bread (see a 
copy of the will) was first distributed in the church vestry, 
together with three shillings, a part of Mr. Henry Smith's 
charity, to thirty widows and other poor inhabitants ; one 
twopenny roll to each. Witness my hand. 

Wm. Matthews, Minister's Ghurchwarden." 
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*'24thAprill 1832. — At the meeting of the gentlemen 
of the twenty-four, it was ordered that all townships do 
provide a book to enter all the monies that may be dis- 
tributed from the different charities, and that a copy of 
the different sums be laid before the vestry annually on 
Easter Tuesday. 

John Dodd. W. Croudace. 

Francis Jos. James. John Martindale. 

A. Story. Geo. Greenwell. 

Robt. Darling. S. Wheldon." 

" Eesolved that a vote of thanks be given to Mr. Mat- 
thews for his long and valuable services as churchwarden. 

James Nelson. Edward Wilson Maxwell 

S. Wheldon. J. Swinburne. 

W. Croudace. John Martindale. 

A. Story. Geo. Holmes." 
Geo. Greenwell. 



Extracts from the Will of Mr. Henry Smith. 

''Dec, 17, year 1641. — To all Christian people to whom 
this present writing intended shall come — The Eight 
Honourable Eobert, Earl of Essex, and the Viscount 
Hereford, Baron Terras of Chertley, Lord Boucher and 
Loreayne, Lord Chamberlain of his Majesty's most honour- 
able household — I, one of his Majesty's most honourable 
Privy Coupcil, Eichard Viscount Lumley, Sir Eichard 
Gurney, Knight and Baronet, Lord Mayor of the city of 
London, Sir Christopher Neville 9f Newton Saint Lowe, 
in the county of Sumersett, of the honourable order of the 
Bath, knight; Sir George Whitmore, knight and alder- 
man of the city of London, William Eolfe and Henry 
Henne of London, Esqs., and Henry Jackson of London, 
gent, surviving of the estate of Henry Smith, late of 
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London, Esq., deceased, by him given to charitable uses, 

send greeting. . . . 

To the churchwardens and overseers of the poor of 
the town of Lumley, in the bishoprick of Dur- 
ham, yearly for the time being, the yearly sum 

of £iS 

To the churchwardens and overseers of the poor of the 
parish of Chester-in-Street, in the said bishoprick 
of Durham, yearly for the time being the yearly 

sum of . ;^5 

All which several sums and sums of money,' and yearly 
payments herein before mentioned, to be settled and 
assigned to the said seventeen several parishes and places 
herein before mentioned, are intended and appointed in a 
due rateable and proportionable manner to be had, paid, 
allowed, recovered, and received out of the said manor or 
lordship of Longstake, Harrington, and out of the lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments respectively, and out of the 
rents, issues, and profits of the same, in manner and form 
before expressed, as the same shall arise, to be had, levyed 
recovered, and taken by the churchjvardens and overseers 
of the said parishes and places before mentioned yearly 
for the time being, to the use, and benefit, and behoof of 
the poor of such parishes respectively, with the same 
liberties and immunities, and under and according to the 
conditions, limitations, orders, provisions, restrictions, 
penalties, forfeitures, and directions, and under and ac- 
cording to the same trusts and declarations as are by the 
said Henry Smith in and by his said deed of declaration 
of his uses herein before mentioned and recited on the true 
meaning or purport thereof expressed, limited, and de- 
clared. In witness whereof the said Earl of Essex, Vis- 
count Lumley, Sir Eichard Gurney, Sir Christopher Nevill, 
Sir George Whitmore, William Eolfe, Henry Henne, and 
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Henry Jackson, have hereunto set their hands and seals 
the 20th day of December in the seventeenth year of the 
reign of our sovereign Lord Charles, by the grace of God 
king of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender 
of the faith. Anno Dom. 1644." 

Henry Smith, Esq., — his Declaration of Uses. 

" To all Christian people to whom this present writing 
shall come, Henry Smith of London, Esq., sendeth greeting 
in our Lord God everlasting. .... 

" Item. — ^For the better direction of the churchwardens 
and overseers of the several parishes in the distribution of 
such sums of money as are or shall be given, assigned, or 
appointed to the said charitable uses before mentioned, 
the said Henry Smith doth hereby limit and declare, and 
doth think fit and appoint, that the said churchwardens 
and overseers of the poor of the said several parishes 
respectively shall give and distribute the said moneys 
given, limited, assigned, or appointed to the said charit- 
able uses, to and for the relief of aged, poor, or infirm 
people, married persons having more children born in 
lawful wedlock than their labours can maintain, poor 
orphans, such poor people as keep themselves and family 
to labour and put forth their children apprentices at the 
age of fifteen, wherein the said churchwardens and over- 
seera of each of the said parishes ar^ to observe such 
course of disposing of the said rents as that a stock may 
be provided and always in readyness to set such of the s. 
persons to work as are able to labour, take pains, and not 
to or for the relief of any persons who are given to exces- 
sive drinking, whoremongers, common swerers, pilferers, or 
otherwise notoriously scandalous, or to any person that 
has been incorrigible or disobedient to those whose ser- 
vants they have been, or to any vagrant person or such 
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as have no constant dwelling, or receive any inmate or 
inmates to dwell in the houses with them, or have not in- 
habited in that parish by the space of five years next 
before such distribution to be made, or being refuse to 
work, labour, and take pains. Item. — The said Henry 
Smith, to the intent and purpose aforesaid, doth further 
limit, assign, and appoint and declare his intent and 
meaning to be that, for the better ordering and govern- 
ment of the poor of the said several parishes, and dispos- 
ing of the sums of money given to the uses aforesaid, the 
churchwardens of each of the said parishes shall during 
the said times they shall continue in the said offices and 
places, once in every month at the least, upon the Sabbath- 
day after evening prayer, meet in the church of the said 
parish to consider of the estate of the poor, of the said 
parish which of them have the most need of relief; and 
shall also between the Feast of Easter and Whitsuntide 
next, after the end of every year, wherein the said church- 
wardens and overseers of the poor of that parish, or any of 
them, shall have continued in either of the offices or places 
openly or publickly in the church of the said parish after 
prayer upon same Sabbath-day, upon notice and warning 
thereof given openly in that parish church, immediately 
after the end of morning prayer, make a true and perfect 
account in a book, to be fairly written and kept for that 
purpose, of all their receipts and disbursments for and 
during the then next before of all such sums of money 
as they, or any of them, shall receive of the said moneys 
given to the uses aforesaid, which said account shall be 
openly read and published in the church of the said parish 
on the Sabbath-day next ensuing upon takeing of this 
said account immediately after the end of the morning 
prayer there ; and a copy thereof, fairly written and trans- 
cribed, under the hands of the churchwardens and over- 

L 
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seers that make the same account, shall cause to be affixed 
to a table to the wall of the said church in some conve- 
nient place, there to remain by the space of fourteen days, 
to the intent that the same may be published, seen, read, 
and perused, and exceptions reformed and amended. And 
further, that the said churchwardens and overseers of the 
poor shall have so passed the said account shall, within 
ten days next following after the end of the said fourteen 
days, send or deliver, or cause to be sent, delivered under 
the hands of the person or vicar of the said parish, and 
of the churchwardens and overseers, as shall pass the said 
account and such others as shall be present thereat, to the 
governors of the said hospital for the time being. And 
that if the said churchwardens and overseers of the poor of 
any of the said parishes shall fail in performance of any 
of the said premises, that then as a penalty, mulct, or 
punishment for such neglect, the poor of that parish shall 
not have of the gift of the said Henry Smith for one year 
then next ensuing after such neglect; but the benefit 
thereof to go for that time to the said hospital Item. — The 
said Henry Smith doth further, by these presents, limit, 
and appoint, and declare his intent and meaning to be that 
the said sums of money given, limited, assigned, or appointed 
to or for the relief of the impotent and aged poor of the 
said parishes respectively, shall be distributed, bestowed, 
and einployed, appearl of colour with some bage or other 
mark, that the same may be known to be the gift of the 
said Henry Smith, or else in bread, or fish and flesh, upon 
each Sabbath day publickly in the parish church of each 
of the said parishes. . . . 

"In witness whereof, the said Henry Smith hath hereunto 
set his hand and seal the 26th day of January in the 
second year of the reign of our sovereign lord Charles, by 
the grace of God king of England, Scotland, France, and 
Ireland^ defender of the faith, &c. 1626." 
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The Will of Mr. Ralph Hakrison. 

" In the name of God. Amen. I, Ealph Harrison of 
Baynes Loepe, in the county of Durham, do make this my 
last will and testament in manner and form following : — 
First, I give and bequeath my soul to Almighty God, 
having assured hope of salvation through the merits of 
Jesus Christ, my Redeemer. Imprimis. — I give and be- 
queath to the poor twenty pounds in money to be distri- 
buted at my funeral. Item. — I give and bequeath to the 
poor of the chapelry of Tanfield, one hundred pounds in 
moneys as a standing stock to be put out for their use 
by the hfead men of the chapelry. Item, — I give and be- 
queath to the poor of the parish of Eiton, one hundred 
pounds in moneys to be put out for their use. Item. — 
I give and bequeath to the poor of the parish of Bowldon, 
one hundred pounds in moneys to be put out for their 
use. I give and bequeath to the poor of the parish of 
Gateshead, one hundred pounds in monies to be put out 
for their use. I give and bequeath to the poor of the 
parish of Chester, the sum of one hundred pounds in 
moneys to be put out for their use. I give and bequeath 
to the poor of the chapelry of Lamesly, fifty pounds in 
moneys to be put out for their use. My will and desire 
is, that no minister or preacher in any of the above said 
parishes shall have any hand in the ordering or distribut- 
ing of the above said money to the poor, but only the 
head men of the parishes. I give and bequeath to my 
cousin, Robert Robinson, ten pounds in moneys. I give 
and bequeath to my godson, Ralph Bulmer, whom I was 
witness [to, five pounds in moneys. Item. — I give and 
bequeath to my brother Antony Meabume of Pontop, my 
watch and ten pounds in gold. I give and bequeath to 
my brother Thomas Harrison, my third part of the colliery 
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in Burnopfield, with free egress and regress for the win- 
ning, working, and leading the said coals. I give and 
bequeath to my sister Elizabeth Harrison, twenty pounds. 
I give and bequeath to my sister, Jane Harrison, fifteen 
pounds. And I ordain and make my brother, Jno. Harri- 
son, of Baynes Loepe, my sole executor of all my goods, 
bonds, bills, judgments, monies, and lease-lands, and to 
perform this my last will and testament. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto put my hand and seal the 26th 
day of March in the year of our Lord 1687, sealed and 
signed in the presence of us. Mem^^- — That the above 
paper writing, purporting the last will and testament of 
Ealph Harrison (now dead), in the same writing called 
(Ealph Harrison), is all of the handwriting of the said 
Ealph Harrison, as we, Thomas Harrison, mercht., and 
Stephen Hall, gent., hereunder named (who were well 
acquainted with the handwriting of the said Ealph), do 
conceive and do each of us severally believe. 

Thos. Harrison, ) _ 
Stepn.Hall, JJ^'^^s. 



The Will of Mrs. Elizabeth Tewart. 

Extracted from the Registry of the Consistory Court of jf 
Lord Bishop of Durham. 

" In the name of God. Amen. I, Eliz. Tewart, of Chester- 
in-the- Street, in the county of Durham, widow, being in 
good health and of sound and disposing mind and memory, 
but having through God's providence attained a great age, 
and being mindful of my mortality, and willing to maie 
some settlement and disposition of my estate in my life- 
time, do make this my last will and testament as foUow- 
eth. That is to say, my soul I give into the hands of God 
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•who gave it, hoping thro' the death and merits of His 
dear Son to obtain pardon for and remition of all my sins, 
and my body to the earth, to be decently buried at the 
direction of my executors, hereinafter named. And as to 
the temporal estate with which it hath pleased God to 
bless me, I give and devise the same, as f olloweth. That is 
to say, whereas I have surrendered the house wherein 
I live, with some ground adjoining it, to the use of John 
Hedworth, Esq., and his sequels in right in trust for me 
for my life, and then in trust for the minister of the parish 
church of Chester aforesaid, and his successors, paying 
twenty shillings thereout yearly for ever to the parish 
clerk there for the time being, now I do hereby ratifie 
and confirm the same, and will and appoint that the 
premises shall be held and injoy'd accordingly. And 
whereas the copyhold lands in Chester aforesaid, called 
Kellsheets, were heretofore surrendered to trustees so as 
to be subject to such debts and payments as I Should 
charge the same with by my will, and to such other uses, 
trusts, and purposes as I should appoint, but subject to 
the estate of Thos. Wilkinson, gent., therein, for his life, 
now I do hereby will and appoint that after the death of 
the said Thos. Wilkinson, all the said lands and premises, 
called Kellsheets, shall be surrendered according to the 
custom of the manner of Chester-in-the-Street aforesaid, 
to the use of Eichard Owens of Chester aforesaid, gent., 
and his sequals in right, or such other trustee or trustees, 
as the said Mr. Hedworth and Thos. Pickering, my exe- 
cutors hereinafter named, shall think fit upon the trust. 
And for the purposes hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, 
upon trust out of the premises, to pay six pounds yearly 
for ever to a schoolmaster, to be duly licensed from time to 
time, as the law and cannons direct, and teach and keep 
a public school in the said town of Chester, and there to 
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teach and instruct gratis twelve poor children in the 
fundamentals of Christian religion, and to read and write, 
which said poor children shall from time to time be 
appointed and chosen by the minister of the parish church 
of Chester and the churchwardens of the town of Chester 
for the time being ; and in case there shall at any time be 
more schoolmasters than one in the said town of Chester 
duly licensed as aforesaid, that in such case the said yearly 
sum of six pounds shall be paid to such of the said school- 
masters as the minister of the parish church of Chester 
aforesaid for the time being shall from time to time direct 
or appoint. And upon further trust of the rents and profits 
of the said Kellsheets, to buy and distribute twelve penny 
loaves weekly for ever upon Sunday in every week to 
twelve poor widows, inhabitants within the said town of 
Chester, that is to say, to each of them one penny loaf and 
twelve penny loaves more weekly for ever, as aforesaid, to 
twelvfe more necessitus and indigent persons, inhabitants 
of Chester aforesEiid, such as shall be proper objects of 
charity, the said poor widows and poor persons to be such 
as shall from time to time be appointed or approved of 
by the minister of the said parish church of Chester 
and the churchwardens for the town of Chester afore- 
said for the time being. And upon further trust out 
of the rents and profits of the said Kellsheets, to 
pay and apply three pounds yearly for ever for the 
puting and placing out one boy born and inhabiting 
in the town of Chester aforesaid, as an apprentice to 
some trade or employment, such boy to be from time to 
time nominated and approved of by the said John Hed- 
worth during his life, and after his death by such person 
or persons as for the time being shall be the owener of 
or entitled to the capital messuage or seat house of the 
said John Hedworth in Chester aforesaid. And my further 
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will and mind is, that my said trustees, their heirs and 
assigns, shall and may out of the said Kellsheets from 
time to time satisfy and reimburse themselves their 
reasonable charges and expences in or about the execution 
or performance of the said trusts hereby in them reposed. 
And all taxes, out rents, fines, and other payments relating 
to the said Kellsheets, and the residue and overplus of 
the rents and profits thereof, I give and devise to the 
said Thos. Pickering and Mary his wife, their heirs and 
assigns ; and my will is, that the said annuities and other 
payments out of the said Kellsheets, shall not commence 
or take effect till after the death of the said Thomas Wilkin- 
son. And I also will and appoint that the two houses in 
Chester aforesaid, called Ellinghouse and Chambers's 
house, with the garths and appurtenances thereunto be- 
longing, shall after my death be surrendered to the said 
John Hedworth, or such other trustee or trustees as he 
the said Thos. Pickering, or the survivor of them, shall 
appoint, and his or their sequal in right upon the trusts 
following. That is to say, upon trust to permit and suffer 
the same to be from time to time used and injoyed for the 
habitation of two poor widows of my kindred, or relations 
if any such shall desire the same, or if not, then by 
such other two poor widows as shall from time to time 
be nominated and appointed by the minister of the parish 
church of Chester aforesaid for the time being; and as 
often as any one of them shall dye, then another shall be 
chosen by such nomination aforesaid, and placed in her 
stead. And in case any differences shall arise touching the 
premises, then my will is, that the same shall be deter- 
mined by the minister of the parish church of Chester 
aforesaid for the time being, to whom I recommend it, 
in such nominations aforesaid, to give the preference to 
the nearest of my kindred that shall desire the same. And 
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as to such other copyhold estate as I have power to dis- 
pose of, and which are not herein before given, I wUl 
and appoint that the same shall go to and be for such 
uses and purposes as I shall direct or appoint by my 
codicil under my hand and seal And as to all my house- 
hold goods, debts, ready money, and all other my personal 
estate, I give and devise the same to the said Thos. Picker- 
ing and Mary his wife, they paying and discharging there- 
out all my just debts and funeral expences ; and I make 
and appoint the said Thos. Pickering and Mary his wife 
executor and executrix of this my last will and testament. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this tenth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighteen. The mark of Elizabeth 
Tewart. Sign'd, seal'd, publish'd, and declared by the with- 
in-named Eliz. Tewart as and for her last will and testa- 
ment in the presence of the testatrix, John Watson, William 
Burton, Eichard Chambers his mark. I, Eliz. Tewart, 
widow, having seaFd and executed my last will, do make 
and publish this as a codicil thereto, and to be taken as a 
part thereof. That is to say, I give to Lawrence Fletcher 
and Jonathan Hays, my kinsman, and to Elinor BUlings, 
wife of Mr. Thomas Billings of Eichmond, and Eliz. 
Wilkinson of Durham, widow, each one guinea, to be pay*d 
by my executor and executrix out of my personal estate. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this tenth day of May 171 8. The mark of Elizabeth 
Tewart. Sign'd, seal'd, publish'd by the said Elizabeth 
Tewart, codicil to her will, in the presence of us, John 
Watson, William Burton, Eichard Chambers his mark. 

Ealph Trotter, Kegister." 

From the Will of Mrs. Hudson. 
** By the will of Margaret Hudson of Chester deanery. 
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dated the 30th day of October 1824, she gave the sum 
of five pounds, to be laid out annually at Christmas for 
ever in the purchase of coals, to be distributed amongst the 
poor of Chester-le- Street in such manner as the church- 
wardens should in their discretion see fit. And she 
directed that a sum of money should be laid out and in- 
vested in government or real securities, to produce the 
said sum of five pounds, the sum to be invested in the 
name of her executors and of the churchwardens of the 
parish of Chester-le-Street for the time being ; and she 
appointed Abraham Story, of Chester-le-Street aforesaid, 
sole executor of her will. Proved at Durham, 21 Dec. 
1824. 

Jambs Gray, Churchwarden. 

Chester-le-Street, Sept 2i8t, 1842." 

Abstract from the Will of the Eev. Edmund Hector 
Shipperdson, Atcgmt ist, 1879. 

" And I give and bequeath to the incumbent and church- 
wardens of the parish of Chester-le-Street, in the county 
of Durham, the sum of five hundred pounds, to be invested 
in their names in the purchase of three per cent, consols 
or other government securities, and the annual proceeds 
thereof to be expended in the establishment of a Christmas 
cooking kitchen for the instruction of girls in the national 
schools of the said parish in the elements of cooking. 

" And I direct that the said last mentioned legacy of five 
hundred pounds shall take precedence of the other pecuniary 
legacies, and the annuities hereinbefore bequeathed, and 
shall be paid out of such part of my estate as the law per- 
mits to be appropriated by will for charitable purposes, 
and that all my before-mentioned legacies shall be paid 
within twelve calendar months after my decease." 
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The following are given as specimens of entries in the early 
registers : the first of each baptism, marriage, and burial being 
the earliest entered in the books. All the entries are in Latin 
until the year 1631. After the laconic announcements of the 
period beginning in 1674, the registers became more like the 
ordinary business records of later times : — 

Imprimis, Baptisms. 

1582. Isabella Kead, filia GuUielmi Kead, baptizata fuit secundo 

die mensis Novebris 1582. 
1 63 1. Marie, the daughter of Sir. William Lambton, Kt., was 

baptized this 14th day of July 1631. 
1633. Hugh, the sonn of Thomas Smythe, and An his wife, 

was baptized this 14th day of July 1633. 

Marriages. 
1582. Cuthbartus Bambrigge et Isabella Wrighte nupti fuerunt, 

octam die February 1582. 
161 7. John Barker and Agnes Sparrow, May 25. 
1 63 1. John Laws of Kiblesworth and Jane Laws of TJrpeth 

were married the 9th of November. 

1674. William Smith and wife. 

Funerals. 
1582. Barbaria Burden, sepulta fuit decimo tertio die mensis 

February. 
1 63 1. John, the sonn of Kobert Willis, was buried the loth day 

of November. 

1675. Matthew Short's child. 



APPENDIX 11. 

The Gifts presented to the Shrine op St. Cuthbert at 
Cuneagestre, by King Athblstanb. 

" * In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, Athelstan, king, 
give to St. Cuthbert this copy of the Evangelists, two chasubles, 
one alb, one stole with a maniple, one girdle (cingulum),. three 
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altar cloths, one chalice of silver, two patens, the one made of 
gold and the other fabricated of Grecian workmanship, one 
censer of silver, one cross ingeniously made of gold and ivory, 
one royal crown woven of gold, two tablets fabricated of gold 
and silver, one missal, two copies of the Gospels ornamented 
with silver and gold, a life of St. Cnthbert written in verse and 
prose, seven robes (pallia), three curtains (cortinas), three 
pieces of tapestry (tapecia), two cups (coppas) of silver with 
covers, three large bells, two horns fabricated of gold and silver, 
two banners, one lance, and two bracelets of gold.' 

"The document proceeds to enumerate South Wearmouth 
and other territorial possessions, which the malignity of evil 
men had taken away from the church, and which the king 
now restored, God and St. Cuthbert being his witnesses, and 
concludes with the following awful imprecation : * If any one 
shall take away any of these things, let him be condemned in 
the day of judgment with Judas the traitor, and let him be 
thrust into the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.' The record further states that the king filled the two 
cups above mentioned with * the best money,' and that his army 
made an offering of twelve * hundred ' and more to the saint. 
Symeon, when recording the donation, says that the gift of the 
soldiers consisted of more than ninety-six pounds of silver. 
Before the king quitted the sanctuary he warned his brotlier 
Edmund, in the event of his falling in battle, to bring his body 
to St. Cuthbert, and leave it in his charge, to be presented by 
him to God in the day of judgment." — Rainb's Life of St 
Cuthbert, 



APPENDIX III. 
Bishops of Cuneceastre (Chester-le-Street). 

A.D. 

Earldulph, sixteenth and last Bishop of Lindisfame 854-883 
First Bishop of Cuneceastre .... 883-900 

CUTHBARD ........ 900-915 

TiLRBD . 915-928 

WiGRBD 928-944 

Uhtrbd . 944-947 

Sbxhblm, convicted of simoniacal practices, and ex- 
pelled 947 
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Aldrbd ........ 947-968 

Elpsig 968-990 

Aldunb, Bishop of Cuneceastre .... 990-995 

First Bishop of Durham 995-1018 

Interregnum after the incursion of the Danes, and removal of 
the See to Durham. 

Eectors. 
Mervin, occurs in year ...... 1085 

Waleran, Clericus de Cestria 11 55 

lolanus. 

Robert 1230 

Waleran 1245 

Robert le Bursar '. . . 1258 

Walter de Clifford, cl 1280 

Magister Alan de Esingwalde 1 280 

DSANS. 

William de Marclan, juriste canonicas . . . 131 1 

Roger de Gillyng, official of the diocese of Durham, 

occurs 1345 

John de Sculthorpe. 

John de Kyngeston 1354 

John de Derby, king's chaplain, archdeacon of North- 
umberland, prebendary of Driffield in York Cathedral, 
and rector of Weston Longueville, co. Norfolk, occurs 1390 
Thomas de Hexham, rector of St. Katherine's, London, 
receiver-general of Norhamshire and Islandshire for 

Bishop Skirlaw 1407 

John de Ashbourne .... . . 1409 

John de Newton 1454 

John Bawdwyn, (scholar of King's Coll. Cambridge) . 1491 
John Balswell, rector of Middleton in Teesdale . . 1501 

Robert Chamber 1505 

Thomas Keye, LL.B., resigned for ^24 pension, occurs 1532 
Richard Layton, LL.D., archdeacon of Bucks, rector of 
Brempton, co. Northamp., prebendary of St. Paul's, 

rector of Sedgefield, 1535 1533 

William Warren held the deanery at the dissolution . 1544 

Pbrpbtual Curates. 

George Brome, occurs 1564 

William Massey, „ . . • . . .1579 
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Bryan Adamson, occurs 1582 

Thomas Lyddall „ 1585 

Kobert Willis 1616 

Eobert Hunt, occurs 1631 

Edward Watson, „ 

Nicholas Conyers 1666 

William Hume, A.B 1673 

Edmund Brown 1674 

Daniel Thwaytes, occurs 1689 

Nathaniel Chilton 1690 

William Lambe, A.M., presented by John Hedworth, 

Esq. 

John Stockdale, occurs 1736 

Francis Milbanke, presented by Sir Kalph Milbanke . 1769 
Lewis Powell, presented by Wm. JollifFe, Esq. 

John Nelson, presented by Sir Ralph Milbanke . . 1780 
William Nesfield, A.M. of Caius Coll. Cambridge, 

rector of Brancepath 1789 

Thomas Hyde Ripley 1828 

Rectors. 

Robert Kirwood 1865 

William Octavius Blunt, M.A., Caius Coll. Cambridge, 

present rector 1872 

Assistant Curatbs. 

Joshua Harman . . . . ' . . . . 1793 

Robert Nelson 1799 

John Dodd ........ 1809 

W. Coward 1829 

Francis Joseph James, afterwards vicar of Stockton and 

present master of Greatham Hospital . . .1832 

George Bowness 1833 

Edward Irwen 1834 

John Forster 1836 

Henry Blane, M.A., present vicar of Folkton, York- 
shire . 1838 

Edward Edmunds, M.A., afterwards vicar of St. 

Michael's, Southampton 1841 

Henry Barrett, M.A., afterwards vicar of Pelton . . 1842 

James Simpson 184^ 

Edward Wilshere, M.A 184^ 

Thomas William Shaw . . . . . , 1846 
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Francis William Bewsher, D.D., afterwards vicar of 

Birtley 1847 

Francis F. JTewton 1848 

F. Montagu . 1849 

Joseph Price Depledge, M.A., afterwards vicar of 

Lamesly and present vicar of Satley . . . 1852 

Ernest Josiah Towne, B. A. 1853 

Horace Charles Eipley, M.A 1^57 

George Robert Bulman, M.A., present rector of Shin- 

cliffe 1858 

Earle M*Gowan, M.A, afterwards vicar of Holmside . 1861 
Richard Augustus Gould, afterwards vicar of Earsdon . 1870 
Reginald Austin Oram, MA, afterwards vicar of 
Pelton, and present chaplain of the Hockerill 
Training College, Bishop Stortford . , . 1873 
William Harris Ewald, M.A, afterwards vicar of Over- 
ton, Lancaster, and present vicar of St. John's, 

Lancaster 1875 

Arthur Nevile Cooper, M.A., present vicar of Filey, 

Yorkshire 1^75 

William Sellar Guest- Williams, M.A., afterwards chap- 
lain at Magdalen College, Oxford, and present vicar 

of Birtley 1878 

Charles W. Kirkby, afterwards curate of Highgate, 

London 1880 

Tristram Valentine, M.A., present curate of Fulham, 

London ........ 1880 

W. Moxon Wadsworth, M.A., present curate . . 1882 
Hugh Hornby Birley, B.A., present curate . . . 1882 





Parish Clerks. 




1640. 


Roger Simpson. 


1785. 


Wm. Lewin. 


1677. 


Peter Simpson. 


1794. 


Wm. Pybus. 


I69I. 


James Owen. 


1830. 


Wm. Charlton. 


1735- 


Richard Owen. 


1832. 


John Bland. 


1738. 


George Greenbank. 


1839. 


John Burnip. 


1766. 


John Pratt. 
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APPENDIX IV. 

A SCHEDULE of the Number of Pews in the Parish Church 
of Chester-le-Street, and the names of the inhabitants 
within the said Parish, as they are ordered to sit in the 
said Pews by us the Commissioners, whose names are here- 
unto subscribed, in pursuance to our commission. 

No. I and 2, and a large family pew for the Earl of Scarbrough. 

No. 20. For the parson's lady. 

No. 19. For Sir John Conyers's land. 

No. 22, 23, 39, 40, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62. For William Lambton, 
Esq. 

No. 3, 18. For Harraton estate. 

No. 21. For Mr. John Lambton. 

No. 25, 45, 72, 73, 74. For Thomas Bewick, Esq. 

No. 24, 38, 56. For Mr. Samuel Aton. 

No. 4, 66, 67. For James Nicholson, Esq. 

No. 26. For Mr. Thomas Allan. 

No. 55. For Mr. Allan and Mr. Kogers. 

No. 44. Pockerley lands, 9 seats, Foulbridge-house lands, 3 
seats. 

No. 42, 54. For John Mylott, Esq. 

No. 43. Manuel Walton. 

No. 5, 76. Hawdon Rowe, Esq. 

No. II. Mr. Fawcett, Mrs. Forster, and Mrs. Errington. 

No. 41. Mr. George Hall. 

No. 46. Thomas Wheldon, Robert Wheldon, Mr. Francis 
Mafcal, Anthony Taylor, Margaret Nicholson, and Mr. Hewitt. 

No. 31. Mr. William Marley and his brother John. 

No. 30. Mr. Hutchinson's lands, one half ; Mr. Anthony 
Sampson, Mrs. Blakestone, Mr. Thomas Smith, and Ralph 
Maddison, the other half. 

No. 16. Robert Catcheside, senior, one half; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Marley, and her sister and Mrs. Wright, the other half. 

No. 28, 78. Mr. George Grin well, Mr. Timothy Whittingham, 
Robert Lax, Mr. Richard Pearson, and Mr. John Hull. 

No. 13, 77. The com tythe. 

No. 6. Mr. George Black. 

No. 33. Mr. Stephenson of Plawsworth, and William Marley 
of Rickleton. 

No. 35. Mr. George Wardle of East Edmonsley, Mr. George 
Wardle of West Edmonsley, and Mr. Thomas Wilson. 
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No. 36. Mr. Tewart, Mr. Kobert Snaith, and Mr. Hodgson. 

No. 32. Mr. Joseph Carr, Mr. Spearman, Thomas Billington, 
John Gibson, John Clark, senior, and John Clark, junior. 

No. 10. Sir Henry Liddle and Mr. Thomas Marley. 

No. 17. Mr. Perieth. 

No. 37. Mr. Edmerson's lands of Birtley, Mr. Owen's lands 
of Chester. 

No. 64. The midwives' pew. 

No. 34. John Humble, Ralph Kirkley, John Watson, John 
Catcheside, and Peter and John Marley, Eleanor Harvey, Coro- 
ners* Close, and the Bailiffwick. 

No. 8. Ralph Haswel, Tho. Haswel, Jane Rutter, and Edward 
Welsh. 

No. 7. Mrs. Sarah Gibson. 

No. 48. Mr. Wolfe's land, Holemires Harbottle's land, Broad- 
mires ; Thomas Mowbra, Mary Darling, and Lawrence Bird 

No. 47. Peter Simpson, Thomas Vasie, John Taylor, Philip 
Gowland, Cath. Greenwell, Thomas Simpson, and Philip and 
Thomas Chilton. 

No. 49. Thomas Clark, Chester; John Tweddle, Margaret 
Gibson, Charles Mowbra, William Robinson, Matthew Smith, 
Edward Holmes, and Thomas Allinson. 

No. 5 1. Mr. Ambrose Edwards, Daniel West, John Rutter, 
John Shacklock, John Mowbra, and William Mowbra. 

No. 50. William Burton, Thomas Clement, Mr. Anthony 
Hall, John Watson of Plawsworth, Mr. Joshua Thorsbye, Mrs. 
Margaret Legg, and Catherine Hutchinson. 

No. 57. In common for Birtley lands. 

No. 65. In common for the partners in No. 34, that pew 
being too strait for so many. 

No. 52, 53. In common for people not interested elsewhere 
in the church. 

No. 79. The Earl of Scarbrough erected Sept. 25, 1790. 

In pursuance of the commission hereunto annexed, we, 
whose names are hereunto written, have regulated the pews for 
the several inhabitants within the parish of Chester-le-Street 
according to the schedule in particulars above written. Witness 
our hands this tenth day of February 17 17-18. 

Nicholas Contbrs, Minister of Chester. 

Layton Ethbrington, Curate of Washington. 

Henry Ireland, Vicar of Seaham. 
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APPENDIX V. 

1802. . 

MEMORANDUM. 

In CHESTRIiE HONOREM. 

Quod anno Domini millesimo octingentesimo & uno, cum 
sceleratissima gens Gallorum incursionem Britannise minaretur, 
centum juvenes opiduli hujus, sine stipendio ipsi volentes ad 
anna concurrerunt, Praefecto Ricardo Bell, Locum Tenente Luca 
Colling, Signifero Gulielmo Pybus, juniore. 

Si quando patria nostra similibus cingatur periculis, imiten- 
tur exemplum posteri ! 

HsBC in hoc libra Uteris consignata, & ad memoriam homi- 
num prodita, in honorem amoris patrisB & virtutis egregiorum 
virorum ante dictorum a me. 

Gulielmo Nespibld, 
Curato GhestrioB ecclesce perpettudi. 



Translation, 

t8o2. 

MEMORANDUM. 

To THE HONOUR OP CHESTER. 

Whereas in the year of our Lord 1801, when the very wicked 
race of the Gauls threatened an invasion of Britain, one hundred 
youths of this small town, at their own cost, willingly ran to 
arms under Captain Richard Bell, Lieutenant Luke Colling, 
Ensign William Pybus, junior. 

If at any time our country be surrounded with like dangers, 
let those who come after imitate their example ! 

These things have been committed to writing in this book, and 
handed down to the memory of men, in honour of the love of 
their country and of the valour of these illustrious men before 
mentioned by me. 

WnJEJAM Nespield, 
Perpetual Curate of the Church of Chester, 

M 
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APPENDIX VI. 

A HYMN, composed by the Reverend J. Dodd, to be sung in 
Chester-le-Street Church on Sunday the 27th day of August 
181 5, after a sermon to be preached by the Rev. W. Nes- 
field, A.M., for the relief of the relatives of those who were 
killed and wounded at the battle of Waterloo. 

Thou, Lord of Hosts, from age to age, 
Hast been the strength of Britain's isle ; 

Our foes are crushed by aid divine,' 
In glorious triumph now we smile, 

Bless'd be the gracious Qod of heaven, 
Who has our dearest rights maintained ; 

Ne'er has the foe thifi realm defiled, 
Our sacred temples ne'er profaned. 

But when ye read, Britannia's sons. 

In war, of valiant thousands slain ; 
Of widows, orphans, left forlorn. 

Can ye from nature's tears refrain ? 

Oh lend vour aid to these distress'd. 
Their friends have for your country bled ; 

Like Jesus, comfort those who mourn. 
And on the wretched blessings shed. 

For charity imparted thus. 
May Heav'n oenignant you reqmte. 

Actions like these, oh Christian friends, 
Will never fail to yield delight. 

This earthly globe shall be dissolved, 

E'en time itself shall pass away ; 
But heav*n-bom charity shall shine 

Still brightly in eternal day. 

Sum collected ;^32 17 9 
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APPENDIX VIL — A Terrier of Surplice Dues in the Parish 
of Chester-le-Street, in the County of Durham. 



Curate's 
dues 



For every publication of banns 
of marriage .... 

For every certificate of banns 

For every marriage by banns- 
Note. — Half the marriage dues 
are deposited when the names 
are given in for publication . 

For every marriage by licence . 

For every churching . 

For every baptism . 

For every funeral 

Ditto, when brought from an- 
other parish . . . . 

For every funeral when the 
great bell is ordered to be 
rung out (the time one quar- 
of an hour, .... 

Ditto, when brought from an- 
other parish . . . . 

For every funeral when the 
great bell is ordered to be 
rung, and the beadle to meet 
the corpse with his staff of 
office . . . , , 

Ditto, when brought from an 
other parish .... 

For every funeral interred iu 
the church .... 

Ditto, when brought from an- 
other parish . . . . 

For every funeral interred in 
the church, when it is neces- 
sary to take up two pews 

Ditto, when brought from an- 
other parish . ■" . 

For every mortuary . 

For every penance . 

For every monition . 

At every call at the church- door 
for parishioners . 

For publishing a poor's rate 

For every copy of a register 

For searching books when the 
register cannot be found 



8, d. 

I o 
5 o 



5 o 

10 o 

I o 

1 o 

2 O 

4 o 



2 O 

4 o 

2 O 

4 o 

8 4 

16 8 

8 4 

16 8 

10 o 

2 o 

I o 



Clerk's 
dues. 



«. d. 
I 9 



I 9 

3 6 

3 

1 o 



1 o 

2 O 

1 O 

2 O 
2 6 

5 o 

2 6 

5 o 



6 
I o 

6 

1 o 



Sexton's 
dues. 



8. d. 



1 6 

3 o 

2 o 

4 o 

2 o 

4 o 

5 o 
10 o 

7 o 

14 o 



Beadle'8 
dues, 



«. d. 
o 9 



9 

1 6 



Total. 



6 

1 o 
I 6 
3 o 

I 6 

3 o 

o 6 



I o 
7 6 



o 7 
o 15 



o 9 



050 
o 10 o 

056 

O II o 

17 4 

1 14 8 

19 4 

1 18 8 
o 10 o 

036 
010 

006 

010 
016 
010 



\Vm. Nesfield, Curate. 
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Witness our hands this 30th day of May in the year of -opr 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen. 
Wm. Matthews, "i 

Eobt. Darling, l churchwardens. 
John Brough, f ^^^^^araena. 

Robt. Gibson, ) 



APPENDIX VIII. 

Measurements of the Church. 

ft in. 

Length of nave 102 3 

„ chancel 39 3 

Total length . . . . . .•1416 

Width of nave 42 4 

„ chancel 16 10 

Height of pillars to bottom of capitals . . .90 

Width between pillars, east and west . » . 14 10 

Average width of aisles 10 8 

„ nave ...... 17 5 

Height of spire 159 o 



APPENDIX IX. 

Inscriptions on the Bells. 

Treble bell, new. 

Laus Deo, in honore Eardulm Epis, voco. a.d. 1883. 

Translation : 

" Praise to God, in honour of Eardulf, bishop, I speak." 

Second bell, new. 

Laus Deo, in honore Guthrbdi, Regis, voco. a.d. 1883. 

" Praise to God, in honour of Guthred the king, I speak." 

Third bell. 

Liscription of old middle bell repeated. 

DoMiNUS Johannes Lumley me fecit fieri. 

HiEC CAMPANA FIE DATUR IN HONORE MaRIE. DbNUO CONFLATA 
A.D. 1883. 

" Lord John Lumley ordered me to be made. 
This bell was given devoutly in honour of Mary." Cast anew 
A.D. 1883. 
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Fourth belL 

Inscription of old tenor bell repeated. 

Thomas Langlet, Epis : mb dbdit 1409. 

Laus Dbg, Pax bcglbsl£, bt salus Paroghls Chbstrbnsi, 

1665* S. 0. Jagkson. "^b, Watson, Ministbr. P. C, R. 

M., I. S. C. P., Churghwardbns. 

s.s. 

DbNUG GONFLATA A.D. 1 883. 

" Thomas Langley gave me, 1409. 

Praise to God, peace to the Church, and safety to the Parish of 
Chester." Cast anew 1883. 

Fifth Bell. 
" Laus Deo, in honore Alfredi, regis, voco." 

A.D. 1883. 

" Praise to God, in honour of Alfred the king. I speak." 

Tenor Bell, 1 7 cwt. 
By an unfortunate mistake, this bell was cast before the 
intended inscription arrived. It was to be named after Aldune, 
the last bishop of Chester-le-Street and the first bishop of 
Durham. 

The Old BeU. 

"MaGISTBR EoBBRTUS AsGHBURN, DbGANUS CbSTRLE, MB 

FECIT. Hag campana data Cuthbertus big vogitata." 

" Master Robert Ashbum, Dean of Chester, made me. This 
bell given is thus named Cuthbert." 

The. above inscriptions tell their own tale. The first six are 
mostly new bells founded by Messrs. Taylor & Son of Lough- 
borough, both containing in their metal the old tenor and middle 
bells, which were both unfortunately cracked. As stated above, 
the old inscriptions on these two bells have been repeated on the 
two new ones, which correspond to them in size. 

Eardulf was the first bishop of Chester-le-Street, who estab- 
lished the see here and built the cathedral of wood in A.D. 883. 

Guthred was the Danish prince or king of this part of 
Britain, who was a most liberal benefactor to the church here. 
. Lord John Lumley lived in the year 1409, when the three 
old bells were presented, and the spire most probably added. 
This bell, called the pancake bell, from being rung every Shrove 
Tuesday at 1 1 o'clock, has also been the curfew-beD, ringing 
the hours at 5 a.m. and 8 p.m^ 
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Bishop Langley, who presented the old tenor bell to the 
church, was made a cardinal, and filled the see of Durham in 
the reigns of three kings for 31 years, dying in the year 1437. 
This bell tolls for the dead. 

Alfred the Great was the sovereign lord of Guthred, and 
bestowed large grants of land upon the bishopric. 

By far the most interesting and valuable of our bells is the 
only remaining ancient one, the original treble bell given, by 
Dean Ashbourne, at the same time as the other two. There 
are few bells that have rung for 474 years. As the church was 
probably originally dedicated only to St. Cuthbert, this bell 
sounds out the name of our patron saint. It bears a curious 
stamp on its inscription, supposed by some to represent the 
Worm of Lambton. It still hangs in our tower, and will be 
heard every Sunday after the new bells have finished, giving 
its- final notes of invitation to the service of Almighty God. 



APPENDIX X. 

Description and Explanation op Saxon Stonbs found in 
Chbstbr-lk-Strebt Church in 1883, shbwn in Photo- 
graphs 5 AND 6 ; BY thb Rbv. G. F. Browne, B.D., late 
Fellow op St. Catharine's College, Cambridge. 

A. This pillar-stone is a remarkable monument. It is about 
34 inches long, and the width at the base is about 10 J inches. 
The portion of the base which is left rough is so short that the 
piUar cannot have been intended to stand in the groimd, while 
its dimensions are such that it might fit into the socket in the 
large stone marked B, which was certainly intended to form 
the pedestal of a pillar of this size. There is nothing in the 
style of art to indicate that the two stones have not been parts 
of the same monument In all probability the portion of the 
pillar now found is nearly the whole, a cross-head having risen 
out of it two or three inches above the fractured end. If there 
was yet another panel before the cross-head was reached, the 
upper part of the shaft would be unusually slim, and the whole 
must have been a very graceful monument. The two dragons 
— so to call them — at the head of the pillar are boldly designed. 
On the remarkable cross at Gosforth, in Cumberland, a pair of 
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dragons' heads of swinish type are found in the same position ; 
they have long bodies of interlacing work, and they are with- 
stood by a figure on foot, who bars their way with a long staff. 
On another side of the Gosforth cross is a single dragon of 
similar type, but without the swinish character ; it has a long 
body, composed of severd vertebrsB, and it is* bearing down 
upon a horseman, who is represented again in the panel below 
as overthrown. According to the recently discovered interpre- 
tation of the meaning of the Gosforth cross, the dragons first 
mentioned are evil spirits, withstood by the Scandinavian hero, 
and the single dragon is a good spirit flying down from the 
cross above to the overthrow of the power of evil. We have 
then to choose between malignity and beneficence as the im- 
pulse of the Chester-le-Street dragons. The large round shield 
of the horseman, with its well-developed boss, points to the 
interpretation that the horseman represents one of the northern 
enemy, a Pict or Scot — supposing that the distinction between 
the two was kept up after the fusion of the kingdoms — of the 
type so frequent on the Pictish sculptured stones in Scotland. 
In this case the dragons are meant to be beneficent, and must 
be taken to represent the Saxon dragon devastating the Scottish 
territory, or more probably repelling an invading horde, indi- 
cated by the foe being mounted and armed. The inscription 
" Eadmund " favours this view. In the illuminations of manu- 
scripts, and in the carvings on St. Cuthbert's coffin, the names 
of the persons represented are marked, and here we find carved 
on the dragons a name which was that of a king who came to 
Chester-le-Street on his way to fight the Scots, and made very 
rich offerings at St Cuthbert's shrine. The remarkable fact 
that two of the letters in the name are runes, the M and the N, 
would lead to somewhat discursive speculations; it may be 
, remarked that one or two of the moneyers of the Northumbrian 
kings used a rune among ordinary capitals in their own names 
on coins, but not in those of the kings, and on a stone at 
Dereham, in Cumberland, a rune is found among Hibernian 
characters. The manner in which the letters are placed here 
and there on the body of the superposed dragon, and the curious 
fact that the line of separation between the breast of this 
dragon and the neck of the one which lies beneath is used as 
one half of the Y, may be taken as shewing that the monu- 
ment was completed before the intention to engrave the name 
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was formed. The very unusual style of feature assigned to the 
horseman should he noticed. The two panels below are badly 
executed but not ill designed. They are of a late period, as 
compared with some of the beautiful specimens of a complicated 
art which still survive. The upper has two concentric circles, 
with an endless band composed of four convex semi-circles 
interlacing with them. ' This is a well-known design, beauti- 
fully varied on a stone at Stowe Nine Churdies by the two 
concentric circles being made the heads of figures of eight, the 
circumferences being carried down to form the lower half of 
the 8, where a second system of convex semi-circles interlaces 
with them. The lower panel is of an unusual character, and 
would be very eflfective if it were well wrought ; it consists of 
a circle with two pairs of diameter bands breaking back into 
smaller circles interlacing with the larger. A master in 
Hibernian art might have produced the effect with one band 
instead of two ; he would certainly have made the effort, as the 
great master who designed the Rossie cross did with a certain 
amount of success. The sides have interlacing work of an 
ordinary type. 

B. This is half of a socket-stone, probably the front half. 
It is about 27 inches high and 18 broad. The form of the 
cross borne on the large panel should be noticed, being the 
head and arms of a cross patt^e with a straight stem. This 
form of cross is found in the Augustine Gospels, in the library 
of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, carried by Simon the 
Cyrenian, who is followed by three soldiers with round targets, 
dressed in kilts and checked stockings. The cross cut in the 
wood of St Cuthbert's portable altar is of the same form. The 
cross on a stone recently found at South Church, Bishop 
Auckland, has the long stem splayed 'as well as the other 
limbs. There is a beautiful cross patt^ in a panel at the Saxon 
church at Escombe, with four equal limbs borne on a splayed 
stem ; it has a boss in each limb as well as the central boss 
shewn at Chester-le-Street. In some other cases, as on a font 
at Cannon Hall, the four equal limbs are borne on a straight 
stem. In the St. Chad Gospels, our Lord in glory bears a 
cross which differs from the cross under consideration in having 
the central disc largely developed. 

The panel bearing portions of two human figures resembles 
a subject which occurs on some sculptured stones, and has 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 






• ^ • •--. .'• ' . • •> -' ', 111 Th«^ •:' :.■ 
• I , .' ■ i ... :' '.y'.'\ hv .^ iii.-'ii .'. . 

' ■ •• ..'u. -. I i-.- «•/ t"^. lit 1 I :•-•. 

■ 'u . J'.. » !*• '■ r . ;; • ■ ■ :" oi )-.. ' .,■ 

■ • ' 'Ji'. . '■ .. •« T--: "I .a "i-^ ■ isn; 

■ . .... :,. -.. 1 . ^ Ww .•-.<. ■. ] v: 

J •«• ■ ' •■• . •: ->, a.- i.s ^ *-'ii 
, • :.'.^ •,.) T' • n ;i -"m: : ... 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 185 

been taken to represent the Salutation, or the Eetum of the 
Prodigal. In the present case it seems probable that the kneel- 
ing figure is smaller than the one whose head is shewn, and 
this would point to a representation of the prodigal and his 
father. The embracing figures are upright at Kilkerran and 
Glenf emess and at Coplestone in DevonsMre, which latter place, 
it may be suggested, takes its name from the Copulan-stan or 
Coupling-stone. At Ellanmore, in Argyllshire, a stone has 
two man-headed apes in almost exactly the attitude shewn at 
Chester-le-Street. The opposite panel, bearing a portion of 
an animal, rather closely resembles part of one of the monu- 
mental stones at Thomhill, in Yorkshire, which bear complete 
inscriptions in runes. The stone referred to has two dragons 
sculptured on it, back to back. Each has one of its fore paws 
gathered harmless under its chin, the other being greatly elon- 
gated and interlacing with the corresponding paw of the fellow 
dragon ; the bodies are in like manner elongated and interlaced, 
till at length the tail of each is thrust into the other's toothless 
mouth, the teeth of the dragons, in Scripture phrase, being 
broken. A similar stone at York has the dragons vis-a-vis, and 
on a larger scale than at Thomhill, and from the mouth of each 
a tongue ending in a serpent's head hangs, as seems to be the 
case here. The present subject is evidently something very 
like this, and it may be that while this panel shews the futile 
rage of evil spirits, the embracing figures on the opposite panel 
set forth Christian love. 

C, This is another socket-stone, of much the same dimensions 
as the last. It is entire, but large holes have been cut in the 
back of the stone, for some later purpose, and the sculpture has 
been chiselled off one of the four faces. The workmanship and 
the designing of the sculpture on this stone are very rude. 
The main subject must represent our Lord fulfilling the promise 
that the seed of Eve should bruise the serpent's head. On the 
highly interesting stone at Dereham, in Cumberland, already 
referred to, there are three figures in a row, under semi-circular 
arcades, with a gross serpent rolling under their feet, the right 
foot of the dexter figure being on the creature's mouth. At 
Kirkdale the serpent lies beneath the feet of the Saviour on the 
cross. At Chester-le-Street, as elsewhere, the serpent becomes 
a dragon, and the form of dragon selected here is of the deer- 
shaped type, with huge teeth, resembling the heads of the 
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dragons marked Eadmund. Its attitude betokens overthrow, 
while still it rears its neck and tries to tear the feet which 
trample on its head. One foreleg seems to be helpless in the 
comer of the panel, the other is held up under the head, and is 
hampered by the taiL The lines which appear to form three 
rays may represent a wing ; they resemble the wing feathers of 
the bronze eagles used as lecterns. The figures on each side of 
our Lord may have either of two meanings, while it is quite 
possible that they may mean something very different from 
both. They appear to be human figures with the heads of 
other creatures. If the dexter figure has a cock's head, and the 
sinister figure the head of a fox, they will represent pride and 
avarice, two of the sins which have been named as skying our 
Lord. These figures are shewn on the stone at Rossie, in the 
Carse of Gowrie, where the figure with a fox's head carries an 
axe, at which the cock's head is pecking. Or it may be that 
the heads are those of an eagle and a calf, in which case the 
evangelists St. John and St. Luke are represented. On one of 
the stones at Ilkley all the four evangelists are shewn, in 
separate panels, with human busts and arms carrying a book, 
and with the heads of an eagle, a leopard, a calf, and a man, 
the workmanship and the designing being beautiful. On the 
remarkable stone at Wirksworth, in Derbyshire, which is 
crowded with apt representations of one scene after another of 
our Lord's life and death, there are four figures in the angles of 
the cross, with human busts and heads of the same type as 
those already described. At Eork Levington, near Yarm, where 
a large number of sculptured stones of a rude character 
have been discovered within the last few months, there is a 
singularly rugged representation of two human figures vis-a-vis, 
clutching a staff or tree, which stands upright between them ; 
the dexter figure has a bird's head with a huge beak, and the 
sinister figure has a somewhat nondescript head, perhaps that 
of a leopard. The stone at Kirk Levington is broken off above 
the heads of the figures, but an uncouth foot is seen, indicating 
that the panel above carried similar figures, so that the four 
evangelists may have been represented on the stone, which has 
been the shaft of a cross. An ingenious suggestion has been 
made that the central figure on the Chester-le-Street stone is 
the Virgin, the sculpture above the left shoulder representing 
the child ; but it is unlikely that at any period to which this 
stone can possibly be assigned, the Virgin would have been re- 
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presented as the main figure and trampling on the dragon's 
head. Perhaps the side figures are merely the spear-bearer 
and sponge-bearer, who appear so often in representations of 
the Crucifixion, the former frequently with the head of a dog. 
The sculpture at the back of the stone is very rude, shewing a 
late form of the intersection of segments of circles, with an 
irregular rectilinear band interlacing with them. Spirals are 
added at the lower part of the stone, and these are the only 
indications at Chester-le-Street of apy knowledge of the scroll 
ornament which was brought to such perfection on some of the 
Anglian stones. The remaining panel shows a bold example 
of interlacing bands. It greatly resembles one of the subjects 
on the Leeds cross, but is better designed, as having only one 
independent circle instead of two as at Leeds and on the stone 
marked A, It also greatly resembles the beautiful subjects 
on the impost of the Saxon door at Kirkby on the Hill, near 
Boroughbridge, but is not so well designed, for at Kirkby the 
effect is produced by two interlacing bands without any inde- 
pendent circle. 

It may be remarked that both of these pedestals are worked 
square and true at the base, so that they have been intended to 
stand on some firm and level place, probably the floor of a 
church, and not to be sunk into the ground. 

There is a curious dragon, with a realistic hind claw, on the 
stone marked D, It is represented as having nothing but its 
own hampered tail to prey upon. It can scarcely be without 
design that the dragon's tail is tied in a knot in the form of a 
triquBtra, the symbol of the Scandinavian trinity, afterwards 
adopted as the Christian symbol A very similar dragon in 
the Dupplin cross has its tail knotted in the same place, but 
not triquetrally, while the very rude dragon at Guiseley has no 
knot. On another fragment is a piece of triangular fretwork, 
a most unusual design in this part of the island. It may be 
classed with a panel recently found at South Church, contain- 
ing a square formed of four triangles by means of an interlacing 
rectilinear band; and one of the stones remaining at Lindisfame 
has work of a cognate character. 

The monks carried with them from Lindisfame at least one 
beautiful cross, and almost certainly more than one. They had 
also in their precious manuscript endless varieties of the highest 
kind of art suitable for sculpture. It may be asked why, under 

N 
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these circumstancea, the designs of this portion of the stones at 
Chester-le-Street should be so poor. There can be no doubt 
that the Hibernian school of sculpture and the school which 
Wilfrid founded had died out before the monks reached Cune* 
ceastre, while there were no longer designers of sufficient skill 
to apply the principles which guided the great Hibernian 
illuminators. When the monks migrated to Durham they took 
with them the masterpieces which they could admire but could 
not imitate, and left behind them the ruder examples wrought 
on the spot, as they had previously left behind them at Lindis- 
fame some examples of a much higher type. Fragments of 
these travelled masterpieces are to be found in the Chapter 
Library at Durham and in the tower of St Oswald's church ; 
and if ever the cross destroyed by a Puritan dean is found, the 
most venerable relic of all will be added to the list. It should 
be added that the four portions of shafts found some years ago 
at Chester-le-Street are better both in workmanship and design 
than most of those recently discovered. 



APPENDIX XT. 

Church Millenary Festival. 

Our Parish Festival in celebration of Ihe thousandth anniversary 
of the foundation of our church has come to a close, and we 
may with gratitude regard it as a great success. We are 
anxious to place on record an account of the proceedings, part 
of which has already appeared in the newspapers. 

The improvements in the chancel comprise handsome oak 
stalls for the clergy and choir, a lofty oak chancel screen, 
new pavement of marble, and embroidered hangings at the 
east end. The arrangement of the choir stalls represents the 
old collegiate plan of the chancel, with return stalls. The 
altar cloth and hangings have been worked — from special 
designs drawn by Mr. C. E. Kempe, London — by the Countess 
of Zetland, Countess Grosvenor, Lady Newport, and Lady 
Algitha Powlett (daughters of the Earl of Scarborough) ; the 
dossal is being presented by Mrs. Lindsay Wood, and the side 
curtains by Miss Pottinger. Embroidery has yet to be added 
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these two last hangings. A very handsome pulpit, with 
sounding hoard, has been presented to the church by the Earl 
and Countess of Scarborough, as a viemorial to their eldest 
son, the late Lord Lumley. The pulpit is made of oak, and 
some black oak, which was dug out of the Wear, near Lumley, 
has been incorporated in it The western part of the south 
aisle in connection witii the tower has been opened out, and 
made into a baptistry ; and it will be separated from the tower 
by a new oak screen. New oak doors have been fitted up at the 
church, and a brass chandelier has been hung in the chancel. In 
our tower there were three old bells, two of which were cracked. 
The inscriptions have been carefully cut out of the two cracked 
bells, and will be preserved in the anchorage of the church. The 
two cracked bells have been recast, and four others have been 
added, and there is now a fine ring of six bells in the tower ; 
and it is probable that two other bells will be provided, making 
up the complete octave. The one remaining bell of the original 
set is retained, and will be used for ringing into service. The 
parishioners will also rejoice in the following gifts presented 
to the church, — a silver gilt flagon, set with carbuncles, and 
handsomely engraved, by Mrs. Charlesworth of Chapelthorpe, 
Wakefield. A large Bible for the lectern, by Mrs. Sheepshanks 
of Harrogate. A fair linen cloth for the Holy Communion, 
beautifully worked by Mrs. Holmes of Louise Terrace. Four 
exquisitely worked alms bags, and a set of markers, by Mrs. 
Stoughton of Owlpen, Gloucestershire. In addition to these 
special works the whole of the church and its surroundings have 
been carefully attended to. The screen, pulpit, &c., have been 
designed by Mr. R J. Johnson, and all the works have been 
carried out under his direction. The carved pulpit has been 
beautifully executed by Mr. Ralph Hedley, Newcastle; the 
screen and choir fittings generally have been made by Mr. 
Walter Scott, SuiMerknd; the marble pavement is the work 
of Mr. Beal, Newjfeastle; the bells have been cast by Messrs. 
Taylor and Co., Loughborough ; and the new doors, reinstatement 
of the font, and the general repairs, by Mr. Jopling, Chester-le- 
Street. 

The Millenary Festival was commenced at eight o'clock on 
Wednesday morning, i8th July, by a celebration of Holy 
Communion in the church, at wluch the Bishop celebrated. At 
half-past ten o'clock, a special service was held in connection 
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with the dedication of the new bells. The old bell was rung 
before service, and a large congregation assembled in the church. 
The Bishop of Durham, .clergy, and choir walked in procession 
from the vestry to the tower, singing an old processional hymn 
commencing, "Hail, festal day, for ever- sanctified." The 
dedication service was said by the Bishop and Rector under | 

the tower, and during the service J. M. Neale's beautiful hymn i 

was sung, the first verse of which is as follows : — ' 



'* Lift them gently to the steeple, 
Let our bella be set on high ; 
There fulfil their daily mission, 
Midway 'twixt the earth and sky." 

As the clergy and choir walked back to the vestry they sang 
J. S. B. Monsell's appropriate hymn, "0 God, whom veiled 
angels ; " and immediately after the conclusion of the hymn, the 
new peal of bells were admirably rung by members of the 
Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Association of Bellringers. At 
half-past eleven o'clock morning service commenced.. The 
prayers were said by the Rector of Chester-le-Street, the first 
lesson by Archdeacon Blunt, and the second lesson by 
Archdeacon Hamilton. The words of the anthem were taken 
from the 6oth and 90th Psalms, and were most appropriate in 
connection with the millenary festival, as was stated by the 
Bishop of Durham in the sermon. . 

The music was composed expressly for the occasion by Mr. 
A. H. D. Prendergast, who gave his valuable services freely as 
an offering to the church. The sermon was preached by the 
Bishop of Durham. 

A large number of ladies and gentlemen were present at a public 
luncheon, held after service in the Lambton Arms Hotel, Chester- 
le-Street. The Rev. Canon Blunt, rector, presided. About 140 
ladies and gentlemen sat down to an excellently spread table ; 
and at the conclusion of luncheon, the Chairman, having pro- 
posed the loyal toasts, said it was his duty and privilege that day 
to look backward, as well as to consider the present In 1409 
three bells were presented to the church, one by the Bishop of 
Durham, another by Lord Lumley, and the third by the Dean 
of Chester-le-Street ; and those three bells had been rung from 
that time to almost the present. The big tenor bell was cracked 
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in 1 665, and again at the beginning of this century. The second, 
or middle bell, was cracked last year in ringing the curfew. These 
two bells had been smelted and used towards making the new bells 
which had been heard for the first time that morning. There 
remained one old belL The tenor bell was given by Cardinal 
T^angley, Bishop of Durham, and that gift had been equalled 
by the generous donation which the present Bishop of Durham 
had given to the. fund for the alterations at the church. 
(Applause.) He proposed the health of the Bishop. 

The Bishop of Durham said it was always a very pleasant 
thing for him to receive welcome and to exchange congratulations 
with the clergy and laity on such occasions as this. He felt 
that the present festival was quite exceptional ; it had something 
more than a parochial — it had a diocesan interest. Chester-le- 
Street was the half-way place between Lindisfame and Durham. 
His ecclesiastical forefathers were the ecclesiastical forefathers 
of the rector of Chester-le-Street. They had been reminded by 
the Rector of one point in the history of the parish, when the 
great King Athelstane presented his offerings at the shrine of 
St. Cuthbert. He felt very much tempted to dilate upon the 
history of the parish ; but he had already tried their patience' 
within the walls of the church, and he had not effrontery to go 
on now at any great length ; though indeed, if he had effrontery 
he might have quoted a saying relating to the people of this 
place — " Chester lads have nought but brass ;" and he would 
be paying them out in their own coin. He congratulated the 
Rector very much and heartily upon the restoration and adornment 
of the church. It seemed to him to be in every respect most 
satisfactory. Judging from the result, he must say that the 
Chester lads must have had something more than brass, they 
must have given their silver and gold. The church contained 
many monuments of one very ancient family who had resided 
for centuries in the neighbourhood, but he ventured to think 
that there was no monument so beautiful, so touching, of the 
Lumley family as those which had been dedicated to God that 
day. (Applause.) They had been reminded already that 
the millenary which had just drawn to a close commenced with 
a very great epoch in history. It concluded, he ventured to think, 
with an epoch not less great. If the era of Alfred was a famous 
era, so, he was bold enough to prophesy, the era of Victoria 
would be famous in the ages to come. (Applause.) He did not 
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think he magnified unduly the age in which he lived when he 
ventured in this respect to set himself up as a prophet. Whether 
they regarded its material prosperity, or its scientific inventions, 
or its literature — however they viewed this age, it seemed to 
him it could not fail to leave a very deep mark in history. But 
when they compared the beginning of this millenary with the 
close — whether they looked at the condition of the country at 
large — or whether they looked at the state of the church — they 
must feel grateful to Almighty God for all which had been 
wrought meanwhile. If they regarded the country at the 
commencement of this epoch, it was overrun by foreign invaders, 
and was altogether disorganised. If they looked at the close, 
it had been enjoying a period of unexampled prosperity ; for 
many generations no foreign invader had set foot upon the soil. 
The Church, as he ventured to remind them that morning — at 
least in these northern parts — was then a wanderer in the wilder- 
ness. He need not teU them what the church was at the 
present day. He need not dwell at length on the work that 
our Church — the Church of England — was doing. The mar- 
vellous development of its energies in all directions within the 
last generation or two was a fact which, he thought, had 
hardly a parallel in Church history. Therefore, when they 
looked back on the commencement of this millenwy period 
they must feel deeply grateful to Almighty God for what has 
been done, both for this country and for this Church of England. 
The original temporary structure built by the Lindisfarne 
refugees, gave place in time to the stone building of Egelric, the 
stone building of Egelric in turn was removed to give room for 
the larger structure of Anthony Bek ; and this larger structure 
they had now adorned so as to make it less unworthy of the 
worship of Him to whom their service was rendered. May this 
history of the outward fabric be a type and a symbol of the 
future of the Church in this parish and this diocese ; may it 
grow ever larger and larger in its aims and its activities ; may 
it ever throw out fresh developments ; may it be adorned, and 
made more beautiful from generation to generation — adorned as 
the bride to meet her bridegroom at the last. (Applause.) 

The Hon. and Rev. John Grey (Houghton-le-Spring) proposed 
the health of the committee who had the management of the 
alterations of the church. 

Mr. Lindsay Wood responded, and said they were greatly in- 
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debted to the Beetor of the parish, who was chainnan of the com- 
mittee. He believed the work would not have been carried out 
in the manner it had been if it had not been for the rector. 
The architect had had a large portion of the work ; and to the 
Rector and the architect, more than to the committee, the thanks 
were due. 

Colonel FiFB-CooKSON proposed the health of the visitors. 
Archdeacon Blunt returned thanks. 

Archdeacon Hamilton, in proposing the toast of " The Ladies, " 
said he was sorry that he must begin with an apology for the 
patron saint of the diocese. St. Cuthbert did not appreciate 
ladies ; and there was a black marble slab at the west end of Dur- 
ham Cathedral, east of which women were formerly not allowed 
to go. As a humble successor of St. Cuthbert, having been for 
seventeen years Archdeacon of Lindisfarne, he could not agree 
with the patron saint on this one point, for he must confess him- 
self an ainirer of the beauties of nature, especially as developed 
in its highest and most charming form — the ladiea (Applause.) 
Mr. Prtbstman responded. 

Mr. KjffiRBiCH- Walker proposed the health of " The Chair- 
man." • 

The Chairman returned thanks, and said their thanks were 
due to the architect and others who had carried out the work so 
well. The design of the improvements was entirely due to Mr. 
Johnson, and they could not look at what had been done without 
feeling how beautifully all had been carried out. (Applause.) 
The proceedings then concluded. 

In the afternoon the Rector gave a garden party, at which 
many of the ladies, clergy, and gentry, including the members 
of the committee and their families, were present. Evening 
service began at 7.30 p.m., the church being crowded. The 
service was choral, the psalms chanted being 132 and 134. The 
Rev. A N. Cooper, vicar of Filey, read the first lesson, and the 
Rev. J. Math win, vicar of West Pelton, the second lesson. The 
anthem, which was well sung by the choir, was, " I have surely 
built thee an house " (Boyce). The sermon was preached by the 
Ven. Archdeacon Blunt, D.D., vicar of Scarborough, who took 
his text from i Chronicles xx. 9. The preacher traced the 
chequered history of the Jewish Temple and compared it with 
the church of Chester-le-Street, which latter had existed 200 years 
longer, however, than the former. The sermon was marked by 
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great power and eloquence. A recessional hymn closed the day's 
interesting and long-to-be-remembered proceedings. 

Thursday was chiefly given up to the children ; a flower service 
was held in the church, which was attended by above 800 children, 
adults being rigorously excluded, except teachers in attendance 
and meml)ers of the committee. Nearly all the children brought 
nosegays of flowers, and presented them at the chancel arch to 
the clergy, who arrayed them against the screen. The Rev. A. 
N. Cooper, M.A„ preached an impressive sermon from Acts ix. 
32, 33, and after the service was over the children marched to the 
Deanery field, where tea was provided for them by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Johnson. Nearly 1 000 children, together with teachers 
and others, partook of the hospitality provided for them under 
the direction of Mrs. Turner, by whom everything was most 
excellently arranged. Races and other sports were provided 
for the children, and prizes were distributed, and at 7 o'clock all 
were gathered in front of the Deanery, where Colonel Johnson 
addressed them; at a call from the Rector, who also spoke to the 
children about the occasion which had brought them together, 
most hearty cheers were given for their venerable host, and the 
children dispersed to their several homes. 

At 7.30 evening service was held. An earnest and practical 
sermon was preached by Rev. Canon Lloyd, M. A., vicar of New- 
castle-on-Tyne, from Nehemiah xii. 40, drawing the valuable 
lesson of the union between the clergy and laity in the work 
of building up the church of God. The second lesson was read 
by the Rev. H. Blane, vicar of Folkton, curate forty-five years 
ago of this parish. 

On Friday, there was a celebration of the Holy Communion 
at II o'clock and evening prayer at 5 p.m. At 7.30 an 
"Offering of Praise" was held in the church. After a processional 
and a few collects, Mendelssohn's 95 th Psalm was sung by the 
special choir, the solo part being taken by Mr. Welch of the 
Durham Cathedral Choir. Much praise is due to the choir- 
master, Mr. Swann, and the choir, for the way in which the 
singing of this and other pieces of music were rendered ; and 
those who were capable of judging expressed their opinion that, 
considering the difficult nature of the anthems selected, the 
work was throughout the Festival, with one or two exceptions, 
excellently done. Dr. Armes, the well-known organist of Durham 
Cathedral, presided at the organ, and after the anthem played a 
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choice selection of pieces. The best thanks of all are due to Dr. 
Armes, who most willingly gave his services on this occasion, 
and gave much pleasure by the masterly way in which he 
performed. An otfertory hymn brought the service to a 
close. 

On Saturday morning service was held in the church at 1 1.30, 
and the sermon was preached by the Archbishop of York, who 
took for his text the 4th verse of the 51st Psalm. Before com- 
mencing his sermon the Archbishop said the offertory would be 
in aid of the Millenary Fund. He need not enlarge upon the 
historical aspects of the occasion, as that had been done in a 
former sermon in the church ; but he might say that these his- 
torical associations, though they were not the principal reason 
for restoring the house of God, had no doubt stirred up their 
zeal, and would still further stir it up, to make this beautiful 
and interesting church a fitting place for the worship of Almighty 
God When they spoke of the public worship of God they would 
see at once that they were appealed to in the name of Christ ; 
for this was a work which was essentially Christ's work. People 
sometimes said, "It does not matter what sort of church we have." 
Every one who understood the subject would tell them that 
it did matter, and every such restoration as there had been in 
this church was followed up by a restoration of another kind — a 
stirring up to greater zeal about public worship, and a general 
stimulus in all spiritual work throughout the parish. They did 
not wish to associate God's name and worship with an unseemly 
place, and when the house was made seemly and fit for His worship, 
they could put more heart in that worship and have fewer draw- 
backs than before. If they liked to take a lower motive in con- 
nection with such work, it was that they loved the place their 
own hands had assisted in restoring, and were proud of it. He 
urged them to throw their minds into the work ; they were 
working for the good of their fellow-parishioners, for their own 
good and for the glory and honour of Jesus Christ. 

A special service for men only was held in the church in 
the evening, at which the Kev. Canon Body preached. The 
Canon said he would not on this occasion take any text, he 
meant his remarks to have a wider scope. He would choose 
one scene connected with the Israelites — that of Elijah on Mount 
CarmeL That time was a great crisis in the history of the 
Israelites, who had fallen away from God and served false 
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gods. They had wandered from the footsteps of their fathers. 
The condition of England at the present time was in some 
respects similar to that of Israel For more than a thousand 
years the sons of England had served Jesus of Nazareth. Here 
in this parish the church had been reared a thousand years ago, 
and had done its work, as had been so graphically described 
by the Bishop in his sermon. Now, in England attempts 
were made to turn men from the faith, which was being 
questioned on every hand, in the highest strata of society, in 
our universities and our large cities, among the great middle 
class, and even, it was said, among the sons of toil He was 
there to address them as working men, and he would give them 
reasons why they should be true to Jesus. 

Speakers and writers had attempted to prove that Jesus of 
Nazareth had done nothing for working men, but rather that 
in so far as the masses cast off Jesus so would they flourish, 
and the Christian religion would fall In thus prophesying, it 
would be well to look at the history of the past Was that 
history against the working classes ? Was it not a fact that 
Jesus had raised man as man ? Had He not raised the dignity 
of man, who was made in God's nature 1 They heard the cry 
of ** Liberty, equality, fraternity ! " 'Was it not Christianity that 
proclaimed that " God had made of one blood all the nations 
that dwell upon the earth V* — ^had it not shown them the beauty 
of character, the aristocracy of sanctity? Did it not claim 
for them elbow-room, freedom of thought and action? The 
history of Christendom was the history of the dignity of man. 
Jesus of Nazareth was not cradled in luxury ; He was not bom 
of the mighty of the earth, but of a poor peasant woman. Was 
He not a working-man for thirty years ? — had He not laboured 
as such, and had He not raised up working-men ? All classes 
were proud of the leader of their order. Soldiers were proud of 
the general who led them to victory ; lovers of art of their lead- 
ing genius ; and shall working-men desert Him who was one of 
themselves? God forbid. He would tell them what Christ 
had done for them — ist. He had given them free labour; 
2d, sanctity of home ; 3d, political liberty. On these three 
heads the preacher dwelt at length. The sermon was charac- 
terised by Canon Body's well-known eloquence, force, and 
enthusiasm, which had a great effect upon his hearers. 

On Sunday morning there was a church parade of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 197 

Volunteers, under the command of Major Gibson. The church 
was crowded. The Rev. Canon Body preached from Revelation, 
20th chapter, part of 4th verse. 

The sermon at the evening service was preached by the 
Rector from St. Matthew xiii. 52. In expressing his deep feel- 
ings on preaching for the first time in their dear old re- adorned 
parish church, he urged those who heard him to value the old 
with its many lessons, but at the same time not to be content 
with that, but press forward to the new, ever improving and 
advancing according to the Lord's command. 

On Sunday, Aug. 5, the festival was brought to a close, the 
Bishop of Carlisle preaching at the morning service a powerful 
and interesting sermon. • 

The total sum collected at the offertories during the festival 
amounted to ;^49. 

At the termination of the service on Saturday morning, the 
Earl and Countess of Scarborough entertained the clergy and 
gentry of the neighbourhood to luncheon at Lumley Castle. 
During Saturday the bells were rung by members of the Dur- 
ham and Newcastle Association of Ringers. The members of 
the association were entertained at luncheon at the Lambton 
Arms Hotel, Chester-le-Street, the Rector's churchwarden (Mr. 
Wm. Hall) was in the chair, and Mr. G. E. Steele, one of the 
parish churchwardens, in the vice-chair. On the removal of the 
cloth, the Chairman gave '* The Queen." The Chairman next 
proposed "The health of the Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese." 
The Vice-Chairman proposed "The Durham and Newcastle 
Association of Bellringers." They had all, he said, listened 
with pleasure to the music of the bells, and they were indebted 
to the gentlemen who were present there that day. He coupled 
with the toast the health of Messrs. Clarkson and Robson. 

Mr. Clarkson, secretary to the association, responded. He 
saM they were glad to have had the pleasure of inaugurating 
the new peal of bells, which he hoped would play their proper 
part in the religious life at Chester-le-Street. This re-opening 
of the church was only the beginning, not the end of their 
work, for ringers would have to be trained. This association 
would lend them a willing hand ; but he would remind them 
that a tough struggle was before them. He proposed "The 
health of the Churchwardens." — Mr. Scott proposed " The health 
of the Choir," and said the members had rendered the services 
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during the festival in a most creditable manner, and great credit 
was due to them, and to Mr. Swann, whose name he coupled 
with the toast. — Mr. Swann suitably repHed. 

The Eector cannot close this account of the festival that has 
interested so deeply himself and his parishioners without 
expressing first, and above all, his thanks to Almighty God that 
He has permitted this gathering together of His people for 
praise and thanksgiving on this eventful anniversary; and 
secondly, congratulating all, and specially the committee and 
architect, and those engaged in the work whether as contractors 
or workmen, on the completion, wellnigh, of their labours. He 
is quite sure that the kindly feeling and sympathy that has 
been drawn out will not be allowed to pass away, but that all 
will feel a deeper love for their old historic church and for their 
fellow parishioners and worshippers after the stirring words they 
have heard and the glorious services they have attended. 



SKRMON BY THE RIGHT REV. THE LORD BISHOP 
OF DURHAM. 

" A thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday.** — Ps. xc. 4. 

A THOUSAND years ! What a crowd of associations are 
suggested by these words. What thronging memories of 
the past, what solemn reflections on the present, what 
anxious hopes and fears for the future. A thousand years ! 
What changes have taken place in this long lapse of 
time. How many nations have risen and fallen; how many 
dynasties have flourished and decayed; how many tongues 
have died out; how many once famous names have been 
forgotten. A thousand years ago ! We cannot by any effort 
of our imagination realise the condition of England at this 
remote period. Without a literature, without a parliament, 
without any of those developments — social, political, and intel- 
lectual — which make her what she is. A thousand years ago ! 
When the pirate ancestors of the Conqueror had not yet left 
their Scandinavian home to settle on the shores of France, and 
the invasion of England by Norman William was still an event 
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of the remote and unforeseen future. A thousand years ago ! 
When the half-legendary hero of our childhood, the great and 
wise Alfred, poet, scholar, warrior, legislator, was ruling as king 
over this land — the one man who deserves to be regarded as 
the founder of our English literature, the unifier of our English 
territory, the chief author of our English greatness. Is it not 
a striking thought that the opening of the millennium, which we 
this day commemorate, should have synchronised with the reign 
of a sovereign who more than any other in the long roll of our 
history combined in himself, in the fullest measure and in 
perfect harmony, all those features which are truest and best in 
the English character 1 Yes, as we give thanks to God this day 
for His manifold goodness to ourselves, to this parish, to the 
Church of this land, let us not forget to mingle with these our 
thanksgivings the gratitude due to His signal mercy, who in the 
hour of England's sorest need, when the land was invaded by 
foreign foes, and darkness — spiritual, intellectual, and social — 
was gathering fast and thick upon it, raised up this great 
deliverer, as great as he was wise, as pious and devout as he was 
great, the noblest type of Englishman who has ever trod this soil. 
Who can say what would have become of England if Alfred 
had never been ? A thousand years to man is everything and 
more than everything — far transcending the reach of his aims, 
eluding even the grasp of his imagination. It is, we might 
almost say, a representation of eternity to him. But to God it is 
nothing at all. A single day from sunrise to sunset, a night 
watch come and gone instantaneously for the unconscious 
slumberer, a fleeting cloud, an arrow's flight, a twinkling of an 
eye — these images are powerless to describe the nothingness of 
all measures of time to Him for whom is no before or after, 
before whose eyes the infinite past and the infinite future are 
spread as a map, to whom there is one eternal Now. This 
contrast which engages the Psalmist's thoughts in the text, will 
be impressed upon our minds by the festival of to-day, 
the contrast between the infinite and the finite, between 
the eternal mind, the abiding purpose of God, and the fleeting 
aims, the varying moods, the ever-changing fortunes and 
vicissitudes of man. For to-day we stand face to face both 
with the transitory and with the abiding. With the transitory ; 
for as we review this thousand years of history we are reminded 
how all things human come and go like the shadow of a dream. 
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With the abiding; because through all these changes of civil, of in- 
tellectual, of social life, one constant thread of a Divine purpose 
runs. One institution has survived the wrecks of ages. The 
Church of Christ isolderthan the English monarchy, than the Eng- 
glish nation, than English law or English literature. The Church 
of Christ is the same in its essential character now as ever ; will 
be the same to the end of time. It is subject to vicissitudes 
many and various : it has its triumphs and its defeats ; it has its 
seasons of error and sloth and incapacity and degradation, as 
well as its seasons of high enterprise and deep spirituality and ener- 
getic zeal ; for it is administered by human agents. But through- 
out there has been a sustaining power not of earUi ; a life germ 
which no antagonism of foe, and no recklessness of friend, could 
extinguish— ever reviving, ever asserting itself, ever breaking 
out in fresh developments. This power is called in Holy Scrip- 
ture the Word of God. " The voice said. Cry. And he said, What 
shall I cry ? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
is as the flower of the fleld. . . . The grass withereth ; the 
flower fadeth ; but the Word of the Lord endureth for ever." 
We recall the story of the Book of the Gospels — Cuthbert*s 
own book — ^which the monks of Lindisfarne carried with them in 
those wanderings that led them at length to the very spot where 
this day we worship. They sail for Ireland ; a storm arose ; 
the book fell overboard and was lost ; they were driven back 
to the English coast ; disconsolate they went in quest of the 
precious volume ; for a long time they searched in vain -, but at 
length (so says the story) a miraculous revelation was vouchsafed 
to them, and following its directions they found the book on 
the sands, far above high-water mark, uninjured by the waves — 
nay, even more beautiful for the disaster. Does not this story 
well symbolise the power of the eternal gospel working in the 
Church? Through the carelessness of man it may disappear 
amidst the confusion of the storms ; the waves may close over it 
and hide it from human sight. But lost — lost for ever — it can- 
not be. It must re-assert itself, and its glory will be the ^eater 
for the temporary eclipse which it has undergona Yes, the 
fate of this Lindisfarne volume of the Gospels is a true type of 
the undying Word of God, of which it is the written expression. 
We celebrate to-day the millenary festival of the foundation of 
this church. But we must go two centuries farther back still, if 
we would trace its history to the true source. We place ours^ves 
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in imagination twelve centuries ago. We are on a lonely, barren, 
storm-lashed island off the Northumbrian coast. Cuthbert, the 
saintly ascetic, has retired thither to his solitary cell — retired, as 
the event proved, to die. He is there alone with the sea 
birds, his cherished companions. For five days the storm pre- 
vents all communication with him. Then he is visited by a small 
company of his monks from Lindisfarne. The end is now at hand. 
Her^frid, the abbot, is admitted alona He receives, the last 
instructions of the saint. It is somewhere about midnight — the 
hour of prayer. The departing saint is strengthened for his long 
journey with the communion of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Then rasing his hands to heaven " he sped forth his spirit " 
— these are Herefrid's own words — " into the joys of the 
heavenly kingdom." Herefrid announced his departure to the 
brethren outside. They were singing the psalm which has 
justly taken such a prominent place in our service to-day — 
the psalm, as it so happened, which was appointed in due order 
for the service of that night, " Deus, tepulisti nos," " O God, 
Thou hast cast us out and scattered us abroad ; turn Thee unto 
us again : O be Thou our help in trouble ; for vain is the help 
of man." One of the monks mounted the high ground above 
the cell and held up two lighted torches — one in either hand 
— the preconcerted signal ; and the brothers in far-off Lindisfarne 
knew that their spiritual father was gone. They too at this 
very time were chanting the same psalm, " Deus, repulisti nos." 
Thus the wail of the Israelites of old was flung across this 
lonely sea, to and fro from island to island — the unpremeditated 
but fit funeral dirge for him whose destiny in death was 
stranger than his destiny in life. The story is recorded by Bede, 
who heard it from Herefrid himself. Herefrid added that the 
prophetic import of these words was fulfilled shortly after when 
several monks were driven forth from Lindisfarne by some 
perils which assailed them, but God soon built up His 
Jerusalem again, and restored their scattered remnants. Yet 
neither Herefrid nor Bede could have foreseen the far stranger 
fulfilment which was in store long after they were laid in their 
graves. We may well imagine that the monks of Lindisfarne, 
as centuries later they wandered to and fro — from north to 
south, and from sea to sea — bearing the body of St. Cuthbert, 
knowing not from night to night where they might lay their 
heads, recalled again and again the Psalmist's wail which 
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liad wafted the saint's spirit to the skies, "Deus, repulisti 
nos," and when at length they settled in your Chester-le- 
Street, they would remember Bede's narrative, and again, in 
the words of the Psalmist, break out into thanksgiving, 
" The Lord doth build up Jerusalem, and gather together the 
outcasts of Israel." I have spoken of a thousand years and again 
of twelve hundred years ; and I have asked you to throw your- 
selves back in imagination through these long periods, that you 
may trace the train of events which, in God's providence, has led 
to the festival of to-day. But why should you stop here ? God's 
purposes in the chain of cause and consequence are not limited 
to ten or twelve centuriea I am reminded by the very name of 
this parish that long before Aidan preached, or Cuthbert was 
born, God in His far-reaching providence was laying the founda- 
tions on which the future Church of Christ in this place should 
be built. Christ came in the fulness of time— came when all 
things were prepared for His coming. Not the least important 
instruments in this preparation were the Romans. Is it not a 
significant fact that the evangelist commences his narrative of 
Christ's human birth and life with the mention of Caesar 
Augustus ? . If we were required to state briefly the services 
rendered by the Romans as preparing the way for the gospel, 
we should say that they were twofold, order and intercommuni- 
cation. The Romans reduced the nations to order ; they con- 
solidated the civilised world ; they united it under one rule ; 
they gave it a settled government ; they placed it under the ad- 
ministration of justice ; they enforced obedience to the laws. 
This discipline of the world they exercised as a great military 
power. Again, they provided means of communication between 
provinces far and wide ; they were the greatest road-makers that 
mankind has ever seen ; thus they opened out the known world 
to travellers. What inestimable benefits these two results of 
Roman civilisation were to the apostles and first preachers of 
the gospel I need not say. But these very functions are 
embodied in the name of this place. Chester, Castra, the 
military camp, with its regularity and its discipline, represents 
the one characteristic — the principle of order. The second part 
of the name, the street, the Roman road which ran through this 
place, embodies the other, the benefit of intercommunication. 
So, then, in the name of your parish, you have a speaking lasson 
of God's far-seeing designs ; and it will give fulness to your 
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thanksgiving to-day if you remember not only what God has 
done for you since Christianity was first preached in these parts, 
but also how, long centuries before, the soil was prepared to re- 
ceive the seed from the hand of the Divine husbandman. From 
the thronging historic memories which this festival more directly 
recalls, we may single out two great lessons — the influence of 
a great personality and the discipline of a great public disaster, 
(i) What was it that won for Cuthbert the ascendency and fame 
which no Churchman north of the Humber has surpassed or even 
rivalled ? He was not a great writer like Bede. He was not a 
first preacher like Aidan. He founded no famous institution ; 
he erected no magnificent building. He was not martyred for 
his faith or for his church. His episcopate was exceptionally 
short, and undistinguished by any event of signal importance. 
Whence then this transcendent position which he long occupied, 
and still to a certain extent maintains ? He owed something 
doubtless to what men call accident. He was on the winning 
side in the controversy between the Eoman and English obser- 
vances of Easter. Moreover, the strange vicissitudes which 
attended his dead body, served to emphasise the man in a 
remarkable way. But these are only buttresses of a great 
reputation. The foundation of the reverence entertained for 
Cuthbert must be sought elsewhere. Shall we not say that the 
secret of his influence was this 1 The " I " and the " not I " 
of St. Paul's great antithesis were strongly marked in him. 
There was an earnest, deeply sympathetic nature in the man 
himself, and this strong personality was purified, was height- 
ened, was sanctified by the communion with the indwelling of 
Christ. His deeply sympathetic spirit breathes through all the 
notices of him. It was this which attracted men to him ; it was 
this which unlocked men's hearts to him. We are told that he 
had a wonderful power of adapting his instructions to the special 
needs of the persons addressed. " He always knew what to say, 
to whom, when, and how to say it." This faculty of reading 
men's hearts sympathy alone can give. And Cuthbert's S3rm- 
pathy overflows even to dumb animals. The sea fowl, which bear 
his name, were his special favourites. There is a pleasant story 
told likewise, how on one occasion, being hungry and having no 
food at hand, he descried an eagle and bade his companion follow 
it. The attendant returned with a large fish which the eagle 
had caught in a river. He rebuked his companion, bade him 
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cut the fish in two^ and take half back, that Godls kindly 
messenger, the eagle, might not be without a dinner. Other 
tales too are told — perhaps not altogether legendary — 
which testify to his sympathy with and his power over the lower 
creation. We are reminded by these traits of other saintly 
persons of deeply sympathetic nature, of Hugh of Lincoln 
followed by his tame swan, of Anselm protecting the leveret, of 
Francia of Assisi conversing familiarly with the fowls of the aLr 
and the beasts of the field as with brothers and sisters. But 
if the " I " was thus strong and deep, the " not I '' was not less 
marked — " Not I, but Christ that liveth in me." His fervour 
at the celebration of the Holy Sacrament manifested itself even 
to tears. " He imitated," says Bede, " the Lord's Passion which 
he commemorated, by offering himself a sacrifice to Grod in con- 
trition of heart" He died with Christ, that he might live with 
Christ. We may see many faults in this saint — faults more of 
the age than of the man. Our reverence for him does not require 
us to approve the religious ideal which drove him to many years 
of solitary seclusion or the religious temper whick branded as 
the worst of heretics those who observed Easter as their forer 
fathers had observed it. But these errors may well be con- 
doned in one of whom it can be truly said that ** his life was 
hidden with Christ in Grod." As we read Bede's life, amidst 
much credulous superstition we are struck with the entire ab- 
sence of that taint of Mariolatry which poisoned the wellsprings 
of a later theology. God in Christ — Christ in God — this is all 
in all to him. (2) But let me turn for a few moments to the 
other great lesson which the memories of to-day suggest — ^the 
discipline of a period of disaster. The Israelite sojourn in the 
desert — the wanderings to and fro, the privations, the trials, the 
defeats — ^this is the prototype of many a chapter in the history 
of churches, when God has led His people into the wilderness 
— not to crush them, not to annihilate them, but in the pro- 
phet's words, " to speak comfortably " to them, to chastise with 
a fatherly chastisement, to amend, to purify, to strengthen, to 
train for a greater future^ So it was with these Lindisfarne 
monks. We may smile at their credulity. We may contemn 
their ignorance. We may scout their old-world superstitions. 
But for those who have eyes to see and ears to hear there is a 
sublimity of heroism in the faith^ the constancy, the unfailing 
courage of these outcast wanderers, carrying about the body of 
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their spiritual ancestor, "perplexed yet not despairing, perse- 
cuted yet not forsaken, cast down yet not destroyed," reaching 
at length their goal and finding in Durham a greater Lindisf ame 
— a sublimity of Christian heroism which no superficial errors 
can hide. We meet together to-day with no common feelings 
of joy and gratitude. We pour out our hearts in thanksgiving 
to God for His manifold and great mercies to the Church in this 
place during the thousand years past. We beseech Him to ac- 
cept this fabric, renovated and adorned, as a feeble offering of 
His grateful servants. We supplicate Him to look favourably 
upon us in the years to come. The future is hidden from our 
eyes. We know not — we cannot know — what the next mille- 
nium, the next century, even the next decade, will bring forth. 
We look forward with the brightest hopes indeed, but not with- 
out many grave anxieties also. It may be that in some form or 
other He will try us again, will lead us once more into the wil- 
derness, will renew once more the discipline of the Lindisfarne 
wanderers. If such a trial should await us, then may we with 
our higher enlightenment, and our larger knowledge, not faU short 
of their patience and courage and hope. May our faith find 
expression once more in the old familiar words of the Psalm- 
ist, full of power and of pathos, which in successive gene- 
rations have touched and solaced the hearts of mourners over 
the open grave : " Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from one 
generation to another," " Thou art God from everlasting and 
world without end ; " "A thousand years in Thy sight are but 
as yesterday ; " " WTien Thou art angry, all our days are gone ; '* 
" Turn Thee again, O Lord, at the last ; and be gracious unto 
, Thy servants;" " Deus, repulisti ; " "Domine, refugium." 



THE END 
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